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THE 

HAUNTED PALACE, 



OH 



The Horrors ofVentoliene. 



j!\S soon as the Company returned to 
the hotel, they were all anxious to learn 
each other's sefitiments of whät they 
had seen. All expressed their wonder 
and amazement; but none more so 
than the captain, as he had beert led 
to expect a very different ceremony« 
The sacrifices which liad been inacle 
the time before, when he was there, 
he thought would be repeated, with 
Vol. III. B some 
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some more awful ceremonies. He 
wished to learn from the father, why 
it was omitted, though it gave hini 
great pleasure to hope he should tiever 
see it performed again. The father 
said, He hoped so too, and he was ex- 
tremely happy in the idea thät those 
whom he trembled for, a fortnight ago, 
had so agreeably disappoiuted him ; 
*" as that ceremony," said he, 4€ is ne- 
ver performed, but when a member is, 
by his perseverance in vice, entered on 
the black list. 

"That sacrifice is their sacrament, 
and, by the laws which were instituted 
in the irifapcy of this society, the of- 
ficiating priests, though repugnant to 
their natures, are obliged to comply, if 
a member hisists on being one of the 
bläck associates. Each brother of the 
white is*obliged to drink öf the bowl ; 
biÄÄgm that moment, they are sworn 
eneimks, änd it is the business of each 

to 
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HORRORS OF VENTÖLIKNE. 3 

to counteract the designs of tlie other. 
If the number of the black exceed that 
of the white, a thousand schemes are 
invented and put into practice, to 
harrass and distress them. Nothing, 
that demonical wickedness can devise, 
bat what is tried to effect their pur- 
pose, and lead the good, by the most 
artful means, into the commission of 
deeds, which, when once perpetrated, 
they know will prevent their retum to 
their former friends. Hence those 
crinics, which have so recently caused 
the death of the five members we isaw 
to-night; their bcing taken oft' in one 
year, has lessened their power, änd the 
unexpected scceding of the brothera 
now with us, will enable the white to 
complete their good intentions, respect- 
ing the dcad at Vcntoliene, which, it 
vras prophesied manyyears ago, would 
he äccomplishcd, when a parricide, and 
destroycr of'the nearest ties of natnre, 
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should be bis own murderer, in the 
presence of hina he had most materially 
injured,. and as soon as his soul had 
taken its final flight, then might the 
remains of the innocent be collected, 
and put to rest for ever ; the vicious 
should become virtuous, and the power 
of God be gnade manifest 

" By the death of Owen, this pro- 
phecy is fulfilled ; the dreadfui sights 
we witnessed there were occasioned by 
the evil spirits, that attend on the black 
members, who are perpetually counter- 
acting any design that militates against 
.their own evil propensities. Their 
power is now effectually humbled ; and 
I taust and hope, when a final division 
is made of your property, that there 
will not be one among you, but will 
rejoice at whatyou have seen to night, 
and again become useful members of 
society. The Prince Bonoai has*> 






nOKKORS OF VENTOtrENfi. 5 

tlirough accident, been made sensible 
©fhiserrors, and will in future be da 
h onor to bis high birth. He pos9tssed 
many virtues, but they were obscured 
by his follies. Three roonths ago, he 
was at the head of the sable list. He 
got wounded in a scuffie, among his 
profligate companions, who were at- 
tempting to carry off a lady from a 
convent. The danger he lay in for 
three weeks, the pain he suffered, and 
the good counsel of Father Theodore, 
altogether wrought the happy revolu- . 
tion you have this night witnessed, 
which every one who loves virtue must 
rejoice at, as he has now the power of 
doing as much good, as he had before 
of doing ill- 

"Thereis none here," continued bc 9 

*' I flatter myself, at present, but what 

will in future make the conduct of the 

prince his guide and director. He 

B 3 \>rt\ 
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will find more real felicity in innocent 
and social pleasures, than in all the 
gratifications found in the lap of licen- 
tious.riot The one brings permanent 
satisfaction in its train, the other a 
momeatary enjoyment, which, upon 
the leaat reflection, to a sensible mind, 
plants dagger$ in the breast, that can- 
jiot be:drawn, without plunging deep- 
ev into vice and folly. You must all 
prepara to return early in the day ; I 
shall be. ready to attend you." 

The father then retired to rest. 
Price came forward to the captain, with 
•an expression on his countenaftfce, that 
plainly indicated a sincere abhorrence 
öf his former life. The captain took 
him by the hand, and congratulaterf 
hith on his contrition £ Price was mucli 
aftected Parlati and Gurverat acU 
vanced — the same good omens wcre 
observable on the face of each ; they 

alt 
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HORRORS OF VENTOLIJBNE. 7 

all thanked the- captain and Fitzallan 
for theirfbrmer kindness to them, and 
begged theiv f uture protection and ad- 
* vice. Thi* was promiaed. It was then 
agreed they should set off in the same 
manner they had come ; which was to 
be early ou the next day. They did, 
and arrived at Naples in safety. 

Fit2allan immediately went ta see 
Michael, whom he föund recovermg 
fast. He recollected his niaster, but 
was not^collected enough to arrange 
any ideaa of what had passed. The 
physician assured Edward» that a short 
time would perfect his eure. He 
waited some time for the return of the 
father and Joseph, who had been to 
see Vashti. She was still very ill ; %. 
xooted melancholy had taken possessio^ 
of her mind, and the faculty despaired 
of ever removing it. She seemed, for a 
xnoment happy at the sight of Joseph; 
B4- 4 ^A 
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and, when he told her he sfyould reside 
near Florence, a glow of pleasure 
passedacrossher cheek, but shepresent- 
ly sunk again into her formter despon- 
dency. The heart of Joseph was wrung 
with distress ; he Ioved his wife with 
the tenderest affection, and, when he 
regarded her as lost to him for ever, 
the poor fellow's feelings were poigriant- 
ly awakened. Father Gregory endea- 
voured to persuade him, that she would 
recover ; he led him to hope every 
fhing, and as his presence slemed to 
give her pleasure, he said he would 
dispense with his attendance' a£ Ven- 
toliene. 

The remainder then departed, and 
entered the palace, by the usual way in 
the wood. As they went along, they 
were agreeably surprised to hear the 
soft music, that charmed them in the 
park ; the father hailed it, as a presagc 
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of peace. When they came into the 
great hall, they found every thing as 
they had left it. After taking some re* 
freshment, thefather asked themWhe- 
ther they would scarchon that day, or 
the next, it being equal to him ; they 
chose the latter. Some of them were 
apprehensive of being again visit^d hy 
the fiends ; but this, father Gregory 
assured them, would not be the case. 
Price and Pariati were under trepida- 
tion ; but, on the captain's promising 
they should not be left alone, their 
fears deereased, and they weht to rest 
in confidence. 

The next ctey, the captain, father 
Gregory, and Edward, called them. all 
together in the hall, and read tothem 
their ixistroctions,. which were, to go 
on the first, second, or third sound of 
the music they should hear after their 
return, to that part of the palace they 
B 5 had 
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had explored, at the [time it feil in, 
They were to cause a certaiu space of 
the wall to be taken down, and, what- 
ever they might find there, was to be 
collected and buried in a part of the 
cemetry, belonging to the chapel of the 
palace. They were to follow the steps 
of any form they might see, and, at 
whatever place it might stop, or disap- 
pear, they were to dig, and the bones, 
if they discovered any, were to be ta- 
ken up, and buried in another part of 
the cemetry, over which a monument 
was to be erected. The remains of 
Owen were to be taken from where they 
were laid, and deposited in that precise 
spot the others should be taken from. 
A statuary, to make the monument, 
should be sent from Naples, in ten 
days after their arrival, by which time, 
the^rince hoped every thing would be 
completed. The artist would Kkewise 
bring withhiin an architect, who would 

have 
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liave Orders to repair the chapel, to takc 
down and reraove those parts of the 
palace, which were too bad to be ren- 
dered habitable, and to put the remain~ 
der into a State of the most perfect re- 
pair. It was to be done without the 
least delay ; when finished, the prince 
would visit them. 

They were in the midst of conver- 
sation, when they fceard th^ music, as 
if floating ovei* their heads. They 
looked with earnest expectation of scc- 
ing .the lovely form they had behcld. 
before in the ruins ; but nothing was 
visible. The sounds seenied veering to 
the south entranne ; they fQllowed it, 
and found it go before them, from the 
south. angle, over the -ruins, in th<? 
great court, to a broken flight of stairs, 
urhich were in too bad % State to admit 
©f their ascending them. While tjUey 
were pausing in what manner they 
B 6 should 
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sliould get up, the sounds seemed sta- 
tionary. Fitzallan proposed getting a 
ladder, and as'cehd that way. They 
did, and found themselves in the very 
apartment they had come up to before 
from the rooms below, when they were 
involvecHn thestrangedilemma. They 
drew up the ladder after them, and 
nsed it as a descent to poor MichaePs 
woman-horse, whkh he had so griev- 
ously bestrode, ^lose by it lay the 
cursed great bunch *bf flowers, as he 
termed them. Those that were present 
then laughed at the recotlection of the 
poor fellow's disaster. 

The music still played a soft and 
plaintive air. When they were all 
doAvn, those who had not seen that part 
before stopped to ädmire the beautiful 
fragments that lay arourid, each one 
wdfedering it should have been left to 
•'• ' perish 
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perish in such a rueful manner, as they 
must have belonged to a most magnifi- 
cent apartment. They would have 
continued much longer turning over 
this piece of mutilated grandeur, and tos- 
sing over that, had they not been roused 
by the loud strains of the music, which 
sounded in füll key, along the roofs of 
the empty apartments, that led frora 
the room tliey were in. The captain 
said; " We are summoned, father, 
" pray lead om" They went first, the 
rest closely followed, the music still 
becoming louder and more brilliant. 
They entered the room, in which they 
had seen the ladies before. Fitzallan 
and the father endeavoured to mark 
out that part of the wall to which they 
had poiuted. 

They had placed themselves near 
the cetitre of the room, and upon the 
spot where they had observed the first 

vauMu 
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vanish. They turned, to answer some 
question pivt to them by one of the 
Company, when they saw tlie very lady 
Standing between them. She seemed 
to fix her eyes füll upon the father; 
her whole frame trembled, and her 
countenance displaycd a kind of horror. 
She threw up a small veil that shadcd 
part of her face, and in an apparent 
agony, pointed to the wall; the music 
all the time playing the most loud and 
harmonious stramm Her haud conti- 
nued near half a minute pointing to it, 
her eyes all the time rivetted on the 
father. As her hand gradually diopped!, 
hhz uttered a deep and hollow gröan ; 
then raised her band*-, claspfcd towards 
heaye», and, in an instant, when ihe 
whole form bore the semblauce of a 
corporeal substarice, it appeared a mu- 
tilated gfeeletotf, the righfc band b'eing 
cüt offat the wrist It thön moved slow- 
ly a small distaace^ and vanished. 
■ ■ . Thcv 
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They marked the spot where they 
then stood, and the one she pointed ta 
in the wall. The whole of the Com- 
pany were not in the room at the time 
— »nly thirty of them ; the rest, with 
the captain, were exploring the other 
apartments; but all present had seen 
it, among whom was Price, whose 
terror, on seeing the transition from 
the lady to the skeleton, beggared all 
description. His hair lifted up — Ins 
eyes seemed starting from their sockets 
— his mouth and nostrils were extended 
— and his whole body appeared con- 
vulsed. He caught hold of the father s 
arm, saying, " Blessed Lord ! this is 
worse and worse." They comfaried 
and earnestly begged him to be more 
the man ; for his fear would only serve 
to intimidate others, and, as they were 
enjoined to complete what they had 
begun, it was a folly for any one to 
draw back, as none would receive any 

personal 
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personal injury, unless what^their own 
fears occasionecL At this expostulation 
be strove to gain courage süfficient to 
assist iu raising up the floor, while some 
of the others were inaking an aperture 
in the walL , 

They were thus employed, when the 
captain, with the remainder öf the Com- 
pany, came into the outer room,. follow- 
ing a beautiful young lady, the same 
he had seen before. He beckoned the 
father and the rest of them to notice 
hav She entered the room. they were 
in, advanced to the spot they were 
Taising, and, with a heavenly smile; 
^pointed to the wall. She then walked 
alowly back to the outer apartment 
They followed, and, in a moment, she 
appeared in the room above, looking 
down* 

When they camc to place the ladder 

" v * v - to 
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to descend the stairs on the other side, 
she was seen going down tliem, with- 
out any apprehension of their falling. 
They descended and followed her to 
the park. She was seen at a distance 
making towards the lake ; they pursued 
her steps. The music was again heard ; 
but, instead of one, various instruments 
seemed playing in concert. It was 
nothing that re3embted mortal sounds, 
but something that lulled the senses 
irito a pleasing« nielancholy. The fair 
vision took the east walk to tlie lake: 
shfc paused tiear the middle of the side> 
then lifted np her hands in an attitude 
of prayer near a minute, and, as they* 
drew nearer, she dropped them ; took ä 
handkerchief and bound about her 
head, but in such a m anner as to cover 
he upper part of the face ; then 
plunged into the lake. 

They had by this tkne advanced 



4* 
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close to tbe spot from whpnce she dis- 
appeared. They rushed directly to the 
edge of the water, but could not dis- 
cover any thing ; the surface was per- 
fectly smooth. The mu&ic ceased. 
They instantly placed up some short 
poles, and got the necessaries to drag 
the lake at that place. The whole of 
tbe party were present. They toiled 
near three hours, without being able, 
for weeds> to get to the bottom, and 
were going to give it up, and look upon 
it m a deluston of fancy, when the 
same lovely form was seen to rise three 
times out of the water, and sink again» 
One of the Company, who held a lead 
in his hand,fastened to acord, proposed 
. to throw it in, to mark the precise 
spot. That done they went round to 
the other side, and fetched a little boat, 
which enabled two of them to assist 
the drag. The lead they had thrown 
in directcd them, and, after a few 

cftbrt?! 
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eflforts, they found the drag itnpeded. 
They put down a long boat hook, and 
brought up a large wooden box, long» 
aud very shallow. 

When they had got it on shore, they 
opened it, and discovered the body of 
a lady, wbose person the fair spirit 
exactly resenabled. She was in the 
same dress in which she appeared to 
them ; and round her head, and half 
over her face, so as to cover a small 
way below her eyes, was tied a silk 
handkerchief, embroidered at the Cor- 
ners with gold, in a cypher L. P. A. 
The body was not in the least injured 
by b r * n g * n tbe water. A large quanti- 
ty of lead had been placed in the box, 
which was of English oak. That, they ' 
supposed, occasioned the obstacles they 
had met with in raising it. " I am 
happy," said father Gregory, "to think 
you did not give up the search. I 
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would pledge my life, that tliose who 
placed the lovely sufferer here little 
thought she would be brought up 
again. Would to God I kü€W who 
was thy murdcver t" 

They prepared to take it to the pa- 
lace. The corse was xarried to the 
great hall, and some of them set about 
making a proper coffin, which was not 
completed until late in the day, owing 
to the unskillfuinefe of the wörkmeir. 
As soon as done, they put the body 
into it, wrapped in a siik coverlid of a 
bed, instead of a winding 3heet ; they 
fastened down the lid, and the father 
Said, He thought it best to let the body 
remain, tili they could procure an in- 
scription to be placed upon the coffin, 
statin«; iu what manner she was found. 



'o 



They had finished about five minutes, 
when the music was heard agam, as if 

. directly 
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directly over the coffin. They listened 
to it with delight, and even Price 
seemed to have forgot his terrors, and 
heard it with a great degree of pleasure. 
When they were refreshed, the father 
proposed going again to the ruins, to 
complete their search ; as, he said, he 
could not rest in peace, tili he had 
finished his Charge. They were all as 
anxious as himself, and none but Price 
shewed the least fear. 

They descended again to the ruiiis, 
and began again their work. Price 
kept close to the captain, and watcbed 
with the utmost anxiety all his motions. 
They took off the flooring of the room, 
but nothing could be discovered. 
The wall was at length opened, but 
with a deal of difficulty ; it appeared 
as if the stones had been cementcd 
with bitumen, they were so close bound 
together. . When they had opened a 

space 
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space large enoügh to admit a person 
entering, the father ascended, and 
found an openiirg, like a large rloset 
He entered • it, and diel not observe any 
tfiing. It was dark ; the captain got 
in, and Edward j büt they could not 
see any object. They d'estred candles 

." to be broüght, which werfc handed tö 
them; and in an instant, discovered 
the' rfkäetdn öf awoman, without'the 
right hand. Thi's they immediately 

. concluded to be the remains of the 
lady they had seen. 

TJpon fcxartiming the Space, they 
found it tobe a large square closet, of 
rough hewri stone on all sides ; the 
toof of the same, without the least 
appearatice of any öpening. How the 
body could be placfed in such a Situa- 
tion, was amystery 'they knew not how 
to solve, unless älie had been put in, 
andthewail closed up aftefrwards. But 
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why a corse should "be put so near to 
a suite of apartments, which had evi- 
<lently been appropriated * to pleasure, 
puzzled them exceedingly ; and why 
laid there, without any of those extefr- 
nal marks of kindness ever shewn to 
the dead, bewildered them in conjec- 
ture. No cross, nowinding sheet, no 
cdffin, nor any msignia, which might 
be supposed due to the meanest being. 
"Sure," said Fitzallan, "this mortal 
ipust have been either detested for her 
crimes, or nearly as ill usecl as tliat dear 
objecjf we have raised froni her watery 
tomb. But t whatever it nright be that 
caiised her being immured here in so 
stränge a manner, I ihink, father ? it is 
not wrong to suppose something ex- 
traordinary occasioned it; and I heärt- 
ily wish we could unravel it. When 
xny curiosity is excited, I am never at 
rest until it is gratified. Now how 
amusing it would be to have au Esv^- 
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lish old maid here at this monient, tcr 
hear the various conjectures she would 
form upon the subject, and how impä- 
tient she would be to spread her own 
opinions of the matter V 9 

Edward spoke this Ina careless many 
ner, in order to ericourage Price, whö 
began again to be in just such a trepi- 
dation as befoie. It had the desired 
effect ; he cheered up, and pretended 
not to be in the least hurt The cap- 
tain and Fitzallan ' drew the bones out, 
and laid them on the floor. " Are we 
to search foj* any more such merrieritos 
of mortality ?" said one of the men tö 
the captain, "or are we to stop here 
and not search further?" "Oh God, I 
hope so," said Price; " though I think 
we may as wellgo and search the place 
under the chäppel, and make a judg- 
ment day of it at once. By the Lord' 
of Heaveri, ifThad thought* so mäny 

dead 
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dead bodies had been dispersed all over 
this monstrous vile place, I am sure I 
should not have been able to stir an * 
inch. That it should all happen to 
come out at this present time, seems 
mighty odd. O Lord, Lord ! I would 
not live in the palace again, if the 
prince would give me his whole reve- 
nue." "Nor I neither," said the fa- 
ther; " I have that hope and faith in 
your conversion, that induces me to 
think your life, in future, will never 
occasion your witnessing such scenes 
again." " Amen, father," said Price.^ 

Tkey now debated, in what manner 
to dispose of the bones. One ofthose 
who had assisted to make the coffin, 
said, he thought it l>etter to let them 
lie there tili they had made another, 
then to carry them intq thegreat hall; 
«apeqially, as they were ppt to be buri- 
. ed logether. " Very true," said&thei: 
Vol. III , C G^^rj \ 
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Gregory ; * ' for, if I mistake not, (look- 
ing earnestiy at the arm-bone frorn 
whieh the hand was gotie,) thiswdtaan, 
-whoevet she v&b: -raust have been ä 
• State crirtiinal. " ■ '/ Why do you think 
so ?" asked tfee cftptain ; " Because, if 
■ you observe, the bone of the arm is not 
perfect at the bottom ; it appears as if 
an inch of it had been taken off by an 
axe." 

They all looked,* and found it true. 

: " Good God ! " said the captain, ' l - then 
this, in all pröbabHity, is the remains 
of Vashti's mother. She was taken up, 
youknow, and, Ibelieve, tried; bat her 
fate, frömthathour, was neverknown. 

-It was generally supposed she was pri- 
vately put to death. If that should be 

«the case, she must have-l)een condemn- 
ed to lose her right hand, before she 
suflfefed the coup-de*grace.. Äut^ wby 
they shöuld place hfcrbödyhere, Pcan* 
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tiot think. These were her apartments, 
I am certain. " ' \ I think I have heard 
Josef/h say so," said the father ; " and 
she must have been ifftaured alive in 
that dreadful recess. The poor fellow 
Baid, when he saw her, that she resem- 
bled the picture of Vashti's mother, 
which he must have frequently seen. 
What argues more strongly for it, is, 
the orders given at the time the pa- 
lacewas destroyed, thatit should begin 
on that part of the mansion first, which 
was accordingly done ; and, if you 
observe, those very apartments were 
supposed to be destroyed. For my 
part, I always believed so, tili the day 
we niet with that terrible disaster." 

. ' ' Terribleindeed, " said Price ; € * for, 
J believe all the devils in hell came out 
then tokeep holiday. They maderout 
icnough that is certain. " ' * Poor wretch* 
*d<£jfe£ul womanl" said the fatlier; 



28 THE HAUNTED PALA€E, OR ' 

"if this should be thy remains, for tW 
sake of thy unhappy offspring, we will 
pay thee that^respect, which, without 
that claim, w^mght have denied thee." 
The captain asked the father, If he 
would make any farther search? He 
said, No; he thought there was no 
occasion, as he had executed the Orders 
they had received. Öne part of the 
Company then went to prepare a coffin^ 
while the others went to take up the 
remains of Owen, and sink them in the 
lake. This they effected in two hours : 
they then dug the grave agreeably to 
the directum». 

The father and captain had gone, 
during the latter empioy, to Edward's 
rotom, to which he went previous to 
Owen's being taken up. The father 
sketched an account in what manner 
the youug lady had been taken out of 
the lake, and xnentioned the ktttrs cm 
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the handkerchief. They debated for 
some time, whether it would be best to 
sind it to Naples, to be cngraved on a 
ptate, to fasten on the tul of the coffin, 
or to write it on parchment, and place 
it there. At length, the latter was 
fixed on, as they feared, if it was sent 
to be engraved, the Singular occurrence 
it related might excite the curiosity of 
the artist. 

They were soon suimnoned to at- 
tend those who had been at work 
below. The father found every thing 
executed agreeably to his wishes. They 
thought it best to pay the last duties 
to the lady first When they had 
placed the parchment on the lid, a 
thought Struck them, that the earth,or 
damps, might possibly destroy the 
writing, unless they could think of 
something to prevent the earth falling' 
upon it. After a little contriving, 
C 3 Wuej 
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thcy nailed over it a thin plate of bräss : 
this being done, and the coffin fastened 
down, they carried it to the grave. 
The spot pointeiout in. the Instructions 
happened to be an arched vault, sup- 
posed to be where some of the family 
had been deposited. On the sleepers 
in this vault they Iaid, with the usual 
ceremonies, in which all the membera 
joined, the remains of this once lovely 
ilower ; but, just as the father had pro- 
nounced the last words, the cemetery 
was illuminated in a moment, as if ten 
thousand tapers had been brought in. 
The light dazzled and brought to Price's 
remembrance the scene near Bononi. 
His fears were visible ; he seemed to 
dread every thing. 

The father proceeded ; the same 
heavenly music and seraphie voices 
repeatcd theresponses ; and, when the 
ceremony closed, they sung, "I know 

thut 
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that my Redeemer, &c." The wholc 
Company, as if by some secret inipulse, 
joined the general chorus. The vuloc* 
and the music died gradually away ; 
the glorious blaze of light disappeared 
by degrees, and lefifc thein lost in wonder 
and amazement. 

When they had a little recovered 
themselves, tliey went back to the 
great room, and took a large sheet to 
wrap the bones in, as well as the coffin, 
and hastened to coraplete their work. 
They took the sketeton up, wrapped it, 
as well as they were able, in the sheet, 
and laid it in the coffin, then closed it, 
and wrote on parchinent, like the otheiy 
these words : "Within are deposited 
the bones of an unknown woman, 
found immured in a stone recess, on the 
south side of the palace, the lffthof 
March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and- — ." They fastened it down, 
C 4 and 
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and took it to its rpsting place, wheFe 
the father offered up bis prayers for the 
repose of her soul. The burial cere- 
mony he performed in the same manner 
as the other; but no music was heard, 
no heavenly light appeared; all was 
fiilent as the grave. 

When they returned through the 
body of the chapel, the father knelt 
down, and offered up his thanks to 
heaven, for having finally completed 
the work they were enjoined. They 
then once more assembled in the 
great room, and prepared their suppfcra 
to which they sat down, with that con- 
fidence and pleasure beaming in their 
eyes, which the consciousness of doing 
good ever diffuses over the frame. 
Fatigued with the labor of six-and- 
thirty hours, they retired to rest A 
week after, the statuary and architect 
arrived, when a survey was taken, and, 

in 
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m ä few days, workmen came to set 
about the repairs. Father Gregory had 
written to Bononi, and waited only for 
Orders for their retunr. 

As Edward began to be very uneasy 
at his not receiving any account ftom 
England, he earnestly desired the father 
to hasten his departurefrom Ventoliene, 
that he might be at liberty to return to 
his family. The captain also wished 
to be at Florence, as he was desirous to* 
see his brother, and finally settle the 
affairs.of the Community ; which could 
be soon done, if the prince chose ik 
Howevcr, in a few days, when*.the father 
expected letters ftom the prince, he 
arrived hirtiself, and expressed the 
highest satisfaction of every thing that 
had been done. The day aiter his 
arrival, he was informed by<he father 
of the wishes of the captain and Fitz* 
allan to return to their fraulies» 
C5 * Tha 



34 THE HAUNTED PALACE, OR 

The prince saidy It should be complied 
with, as he had Orders from the brothers 
at Bononi, to settle every thing. 
Those who chose to leave the society, 
were at füll liberty to do so, and at 
FJorence they would receive their share 
of the general stock. The captain and 
Fitzallan begged leave to decline the 
parte allotted for them, and desired 
that fathers Gregory and Theodore 
f-j. would accept it, to dispose of in the 
i£ : manner they should think fit. 

The prince said, It was his intention 
to have the palace put in complete re- 
pair, and to make it the occasional re- 
sidence of himself and as many of tlws 
meinbers as should not choose to enter 
into the wMld again, and to form it 
into a sort of religious society, of which 
father Theodore, or father Gregoiy, 
should be the superior. This gave a 
great degree of pleasure to all, and the 

princCj 
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prince, who was become a sincere con- 
vert, was extre&iely happy to hear that 
the greater part of the cpmmunity 
would .chose to stay, saying, that their 
property should become one generai 
stock, and be placed in the bank of 
Naples, for their mutual support He 
agfeed to let them have the whote pro- 
duce. of the rieh domain, .as long as 
any of the members should be Irving ;, 
and, if the allotted part of those who 
went out was inadequate to theirwants, 
to place them in sit^ations to gain a 
subsistence suitable to their birth, they 
should reeeive whatever was farthet 
necessany^rom him. They all thaukect 
him for bis generosity. 

He soon fodjpyl,that odx of one hun- 
dred and twei&y, pnly thirty-six chose 
to go, (including the captain and 
Fitzallan) and seyenteen of those de- 
sired permission to return and clotäe 
'' C6 * - thesr 
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their life there, if circumstances should 
comhine to prevent their settiing in 
the *rorld, agreeably to their wishes. 
This was readily acceded to. Among 
those who meant to stay, were Price, 
Parlati, and Guiverat. Theprince paid 
particular attention to them, and said, 
: He hoped he should soon have the 
pkasure of seeing them some of the 
niost happy of the biothers, in a State 
of sincere repentance» 

All thfc being settled, the father, the 
captain, theprince,. and Edward, agreed 
to return to Naples, andfrom thenceta 
**Floreace, as the father, before he made up 
his mind to reside at Ventoliene, chose 
to return, and see his son, and the 
araiajble Genevieve. Fkzallan rejoiced 
in the idea of being once more at liber- 
ty, and the captain feit a glow of plea- 
sure from the same source. Though 
he was häppy in being liberated at that 

time 
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titne, yet, a fewminutes before he quit- 
ted them, he made the same request as 
the seventeen others had done, being 
certain that, as bis dearest hopes had 
been blasted, he should never enjoy a 
sufficient share of felicity in the world, 
to induce 1111119 young as hc was, to 
continue in it. He found, in spite of 
every effort to the contrary, the iniage 
of Mrs. Brisac too deeply rooted in hw 
bosom, to be eradicated by any other 
object whatever; and, as he never 
could hope to be blessed with her, he 
was determined to return, as soon as 
he had seen his brother, and arranged 
with him the manner in which his in- 
come was to be remitted. He had aa 
ardent wish also to see his father once 
more, to receive his Messinge and to 
quit him for ever. Und« these impres* 
iBions, he töok leave of the coranronity, 
as did Fitzallan, the prince, and the 

- father/ 
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father, all promising tovisit them, äs 
soon as the palace sliould be finished.. 

When they arrived at Naples, Ed* 
ward went to see Michael ; he was 
gathering strength daily. His master 
informed him, that he must endeavour 
to get well, for he was aböut to retuni. 
to England, and onlywaited for him. 
The intelligence seemed to have more 
effect than all the mediane iathe world : 
could have done ; and, when his mas- 
ter promised to see him often, the poop 
feliow was nearly mad again with joy. 
Thisgave Edward the greatest pleasure, 
and he returned to the hotel in high 
spirits. 

i In th* mean timg, the father and 
the captain frad beeu to visit Joseph, 
whom they fouxid in tolerable spirits, 
as his wife was . getting better. His 
being near her had contributcd much 

to 
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to her repose, and the physician 
gave him hopes that time would per- 
fectly restore her. They feit a happi- 
ness at this quite unexpected informa- 
tion ; they gave Joseph an account of 
what had been done, and that, on his 
wife's recovery, lie would be at liberty 
dther to return to thepalace, or remaiu 
at Naples. The father thought it best 
for him to come and pay his respects 
to the prince. He accordingly went 
to the hotel for that purpose; his high- 
ness recfeived hin» with great marks of 
condescension, and said, He niuch pitirr 
ed the state of his wife, and desired 
that she might be supplied with every 
thing necessary in her Situation. He 
gave him a purse to defray his present 
expences, and bid himdrawTm hin* 
&r what he might wanfc in future. 

Soon after Joseph had taken leavftt 
and they vere in earnest conversation 

respect- 
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respecting Vashti, the prince said, He 
diel not wonder at her illness, as he was 
pretty certain she had been infbrmed 
that the spirtt of her mother wandered 
on the domain, and that she had been 
seen atnong those fiendsthat tormented? 
them in the paviiionv "Does your 
highness then think," said the father, 
" that the sketeton we fouad in the 
wall was that of her mother ?" " Yes, ,r 
he ans.wered ; * i I know it to be so ; and, 
as that affair seems to excite your cu- 
riosity, I will teil you all that I am» 
acquainted with coucerning it." 

-.; "Wheir the rumed palace, witfr 
its estate, was granted by the crown* 
to my unete, the cardmal, he proposed 
to pull down the remaining part of ifc, 
and buikt on the scite & noble mansiom 
for himself. With this intention, he 
Hgsited Ventoliene, attendfed with pro- 
per people, ta make a survey of the 

whole 
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whole. A fcw hours after he had ar- 
rived, a violent tempest came on and 
prevented his return to Naples ; they 
were obliged to take up their lodging 
for that night at the palace. His emi- 
nence had laid down lipon a bed about 
an hour, when he was surprised by the 
appearance of a woman entering his 
room. The attendants did not observe 
her ; she stood at the side of the bed, 
and beckoned him to follow her. He 
had not taken off his eiothes ; and, 
frora the violence of the storm, and 
the broken slumbers he had, he ima- 
gined it to be a delusion of the brain. • 
As the lights in the room seemed to bo* 
obscured, he thought it a dream, and 
turned on the other side. He had nofc 
lain long in that position, when the 
whole apartment was^ apparently in a 
blaze. Thinking that the lightning 
had set fire to ity, üe.started up, and 
was attempting to leave the room, wheu 

he 
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he found the lady stand Hfettfeen him 
and the door. He asked her, Why she * 
did not escape, and perrpit him to do 
so, from the fire that seemed to Sur- 
round them ? She made no answer, but 
beckoned him to follow her. The two 
pages that waited in the room, and 
those without, were in a profound 
sleep. He attempted to wake them, 
but his voice wa» not heard. He de- 
sired the lady to quit the room ; she 
made na answer, but by signs reque&fc- 
ed him to follow. She advanced to- 
wards the door, and he pursued her 
Steps. He thought she passed through 
several apartments, but bis fright pre- 
vented him from noticing the different 
turnings. At last, she stopped, and, 
pointing to a small cabinet, that stood 
amidst a heap of ruins, said, " Search, 
find, read, and remeniberj" then vanrsh- 
ed, and left him in total darkness. 

Th3 
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*' Tlie astonishment of his eminence 
may be easily conjectured. .He had 
no belief in supernatural appearances ; 
but how to account for the lady's sud- 
den departure, he knew not. He was 
certain she did not quit the room by 
the entrance, as he stood in it. He 
strove to make somebody hear, by hal- 
looing for lights ; but nobody came, 
and he remained in that State of dark- 
ness for füll seven hours. He strove, 
by every means in his power, to find 
his way out ; but the more he sought, 
the more he was bewildered : and at 
last, giving himself up for lost, he sat 
down upon the floor, in the utmost 
despondency. He had remained thus. 
near half an hour f when he heard the- 
voices of his domestics at some dis- 
tance. Overjoyed, hejumpedup, and? 
ngain called for thenu They heaid 
him, and, following the so und, found 
thcy must reniove a great heap of rub- 

bish. 
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bish, bcfore thcy could get to him. It 
was near an liour before they effected 
it The surprise of every one was ex- 
treme, tö find Ins eminence alone, in a 
room without light, and surrounded 
with heaps of broken furniture, and 
rubbisk. 

" He briefly related, how he got 
there, which spread amazement over 
all, as the way that led to the room he 
was in had been blocked up by a vast 
quantity of ruins, ever since that part 
of the mansion had been demolished. 
He pointed out the cabinet ; the at- 
tendants took it up, and he ordered it 
to be carried to the apartment he had 
been in, when he wandered away, and 
which had not been on fire. He asked 
them why they had not answered when 
, he spoke to them ; they all said, they 
had not heard a Single word ; but that 
tkey had feit au uncommon drowst- 

ness 
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ness creep over them, which they could 
xiot shake off; that, when tliey waked, 
and missed him, they had alarmed the 
rest, and sought him every where, but 
without success. At last, despairiog 
of finding him at all, they agreed to 
go to the beach where he landed, and 
make enquiries ; when, as they passed 
the south side, they heard his voice ; 
and, as there was no way to direct 
them how they could get to him, they 
were obliged to remove the rubbisk, 
and at length succeeded. 

* € It was with great düficulty they 
could get back again, but at last they 
did. His eminence had his own 
thoughts on what had happened, and 
hisdomesticshadtheirs; which wrought 
lipon their imaginations in such a man- 
aer, that nothing could prevail upon 
them to stir one step alone. They 
were » importuaate far him to quit thp 

palace 
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palace, lest any more langer should 
happen to him, that he gave ordere to 
leave it directly, without settling any 
thing respecting the building, they be- 
ing all glad to get away. However, 
he ordered the cabinet to be taken with 
him, not in the least doubting but 
there were some papers contained in it 
ofmoment. 

" " When he got to Naplea, and had 
?est and refreshment, he hastened to 
open it, and found a small manuscript, 
entitled The Confessions of Claudina. 
>It began by relating her birth, and 
subsequent consequeuces of no great 
momeht, tili her fifteenth year, when 
ehe becaiqe & wife, and, from that 
hour, commenced lier career in vice* 
-She went on to relate the despicable 
light in whichlshe regarded her h um- 
band; the nqmberleas .intrigue&i she 
had, ^ittt almoet eveiy .yo*ngÄan.*f 
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fashion she saw. But her ambitiou 
aimed ät captivating the secoiid son of 
the King of Naples.' She threw her- 
seif in his way; her charms attracted 
hisnotice; hecaused offers tobe inade 
io her, which were accepted ; and, 
lost to every sense of honor and virtue> 
she quitted her husband, and went to 
Ventoliene, in the character of his 
avowed mistress. Here she exercised 
unlimited power : the weak, and dis- 
solute, prince saw but wiih her eyes, 
and acted but from hef direction. She 
Boön found the influence .she had over 
him, and thought, ifshe could get her 
husband disposed of, he would be weak 
enough to marry her. Many schemes 
■ were planned for that purpose, but they 
all nnscarried. Her husband was then 
in . Piedmpnt, a war being expected. 
Her influence over the prince increased 
daily ; but §he ^as in eontinual dre* j 
lest any rival.should mgfc ^^ 
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" She had, at first Coming to the 
Palace, found there a beautiful young 
lady, who had been, through the emis- 
saries of the prince, decoyed thither ; 
but he had not seen her, as she had 
been brought there during his absence. 
She was the only child of the widow 
of an officer, who had bred her up in 
the tenderest manner, and bestowed 
upon her the most liberal education. 
This beautiful flower had been seen by 
some wretches employed by the prince, 
and, despairing of gaining her by mq- 
ney, (her mother being a woman of 
tlie strictest principles,) they caused 
her to be watched ; and, one day, oii 
her return from a Visit, they contrived 
to get her into their power. This'was 
a short time previous to Claudinas 
Coming. She had been infonned of it ; 
^ and, when she arrived, ordered her to 
bangne to her ; but the lady refused. 
tiady «itft aln». ...-...*•■ 
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" Fired with resentment at her re- 

fu&al, and dreading the power of her 

charms, she had caused her to be poi- 

soned, and her remains thrown into 

the lake. The lady, at the time of 

Claudina's arrival, was in the pavilion, 

in the park, to which she went, when 

she found the princc's mistress was 

come; and, upon her dcsi ring an orange 

might be sent her, Claudina artfully 

contrived to draw a needle, dipped in 

the most deadly poison, tlirough it, 

and caused it, with some other fruit, 

to be seut her. The lady atc, and, in 

about three liours, was no more. 

Claudina had orclercd afellow thathad 

served her in many diabolical schemes, 

to watch the lady ; and, as soon as he 

saw her dead, hc was to get her body 

suuk in the lake, and give out she had 

made her escape. Tim he effected, 

l)ut not tili two days after her death, 

fxs he could not get a box tili then, 

■ Vol. HI. 1) Avhcti, 
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when, in the night of the second day, 
he caused the box to be brought to the 
side of the lake. He theii carried the 
body to the spot, and, by the help of 
Claudina, who niet him in the park, 
he plunged it into the water. 

u Not long after this, she caused the 
fellow to be aecused of some crime ; 
and, during his confinement, when she 
went to visit him, under pretence of 
bringing him his pardon, she found 
means to give him some of the same 
poison she had given the lady. When 
he was dead, she thought herseif se- 
cure. Soon after, despairing of taking 
off her husband, she had caused him 
to be aecused of crimes against the 
state he served : which happened at 
the very crisis, when she was engaged 
in drawing in several young noblemen 
to plan a scheme of revolt against the 
King ofNaples, in order ta r pav£ tfye, 

way 
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vay for the prince's ascending the 
throne ; but it had been discovered, 
and herseif, with the prince and bis 
companions, had been taken up, tried, 
and found guilty. What the sentence 
was against them, she knew not ; her'ä 
was, to lose her right hand, then to be 
taken to the palace, and kept on bread 
and water, tili it was ascertained whe- 
ther she was pregnant or not 

" As soon as that wasproved, she was 

to be immured alive in a stone vault, 

fitted for the purpose, in the wall of her 

dressing room, where an astrotoger had 

told her, that her bones would rcmain, 

tili the innocent victim she had thrown 

into the lake should be taken up, aiul 

the space her body had occupied was 

filled up with the cursed rcmains of a 

parricide. He further told her, that 

tili' her remains were committed to the 

«a?fll,^SÖää but the most abaudoned of 

"i- v D 2 raen 
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men should reside in the palace ; for> 
the curse of the innocent would rest 
upon the place. She had written that 
with her left hand, as the fest part ot 
the sentence had been executed on her, 
and she was in dailyexpectationofthe 
remainder. She earnestly begged the 
prayers of those who might find the 
writing, for her miserable soul ; that 
it might not continue among the 
damned. 

" There was something fliore added 
to it, but I forget what. It was some*- 
thing abont a handkerchief, that was 
tied over the lady's eyes, which I sup- 
pose to be the one you found ; but what 
it meant I believe bis eminence could 
not make out After he had perused 
this with repeated attention, he resolv- 
ed to abandon all thoughts of repair- 
ing the palace, or building another ; 
and the servants who had T; Äen'#ith 

him 
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him magnifiecl the adventure to such 
an extraordinary pitch, that every pcr- 
son that heard of it verily believed it 
was the den of devils, and not fit for 
any mortal to reside in. However, the 
man, who was Josepk's father, and bis 
family, who had the care of it, prcvious 
to the grant to my uncle, agreed to 
continue on it as befüre. 

" When I retumed from my studies 
to Florence, Ins eminence made me a 
grant of the domain : to what purpose 
I appropriated it, you know. We are 
now, I hope, sensible of our follies, 
and I have most sincerely to ask the 
captain's pardon, for sending him there. 
I thought it then a famous exploit, and 
enjoyed the idea of your confusion, 
when you found yourself among those, 
who feared neither ghosts, devils, nor 
,inen ; but this season of vice and folly 

D S - J< Some 
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" Some time after that event, some of 
my companions had been to see a nun 
professed, and, among the novices, had 
discovered one that had charmed him. 
He was bent on possessing her ; for, 
to all our party, to like, and to get into 
our power, was the same thing. We 
found, upon ehquiry, that she was the 
third daughter of the Duke de B. and, 
like many other females, was obliged 
fey her unfeeling famrly to enter upon 
her noviciate, totally contrary to her 
inclinations. Here was a fine field open 
for quixotism, and we determined, at . 
all events, to rescue those charms from 
the gripe of insatiable monks. Füll of 
this exploit* we immediately set about 
devising the means ; but we found it 
more difficult than we expected. But 
the more obstacles we met with, the 
more we determined to accomplish it 
We learnt that one of the IjK^'s bro- 
thers, who was abroad, was «|^(>wn " 

- ta 
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to the prioress. This brother, one of 
our party personated ; and the y outig 
lady was permitted to see him in the 
parlour. Here he gaveher a letter, and 
as soon as it was delivered, took his 
leave, promising to call on her the next 
day. The Contents were such as you 
may suppose an enterprising young 
man would say, to induce her to elope 
with him, and my name was made use 
of, as the ostensible person« 

"Hewentthe next day, when she 
gave him her answer. She thanked 
me for my intentions respecting J#r f 
but ultimately declined accepting my 
offen After a fortnight debating, we 
found means at last to silence all her 
scruples, and to consent to go off' with 
bs, the eve of thefestivalofSt. Agatha, 
the patron saint of the convent, which 
.would be in three days. Two of us 
we*£.to get in, while .the prioress was 
D 4 c*^g& 
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engaged with the nuns. When in, they 
were to secret theihselves in the garden 
tili night, then be at a certain part of 
it ; and the remainder, on the ontside, 
were to throwover a ropeladder, which 
those inside were to fasten beneath. 

" Every thing succeeded to ouf wish- 
es, and we had got a league on the 
journey, when we were stopped at the 
barrier, and challenged; refusing to 
give a direct answer, we were not per- 
roitted to pass. Fearful of being pur- 
sued, we attempted to force our way ; 
a scuffle ensued ; oneof the guard being 
wounded, gave the alarm ; this niade 
us desperate, and we all fought with 
fury. In the contest I received two 
wounds on my head, one on my arm, 
and a fourth laid nie on the earth, 
senseiess. At the mom^nt when 1 feil, 
he who had Charge of the lady got 
her off, through the hurry Qnd confu 
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sion, though he was wounded in the 
side, and bleeding fast He walked 
with her to a house, a short distance 
from the fccene of action, where, for a 
sura of money, hegotassistance, chang- 
ed his clothes, and those of the lady, 
and set off again. She^was conveyed 
iu safety to France. 

" In the mean time, I was pronoun- 
ced in the utmost danger. The whole 
of ourparty, exceptthe lady and gen- 
tleman, were secured ; and, as they 
had made their escape, without it being 
known that they had been with us, we 
that were taken, were supposed to be 
all, and were not even suspected of 
carrying her off. As soon as she was 
missed, every possible search was made, 
but without eftect ; and, as every one 
of our party had been wounded, more 
or less, the affair was regarded as a 
frolic, and no notice was taken after 
*'-.ir-- Da the 
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the first few days. The centinels were 
rewarded for their vigilance, but con- 
demned for not being first sure who we 
were, before they engaged ; but the 
whole > by the interference of the cardi- 
Bal ; was soon settledv 

" The surgeon still gave me no hopes 
of recovery; the wound on my arm. 
baffled all their skill, ancf a mortifica- 
tion was expectetf. This informatio» 
awoke me to a füll sense of the folly I 
had been gutlty of> and every unjust 
or vicious action then arose against 
me. My heart was not wholly depraved ; 
I had sufiered mysetf to be led by fa- 
shion into all the crimes and folliesincir 
dent tothe gratificatio» of headstrong. 
passions ; I ran into vice, without con- 
sidering what it might lead nie to ; buk 
when eteroity seemed expanding before 
me, I became at once sensible of my 
errors, and severely opndemnedmysel£ 

What 
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What I had caused to be done to you 
was not the least in my thougbts. I 
wished to live, that I might have an 
opportunity of convincing you how 
inuch I feit for having done it. 

"I was ignorant of the fate of the 
lady. I would have given half my 
fortune to have had her restored to the 
convent ; b&t, as not the least mentiou 
wasmade of the affirir, I did not think 
it proper to ask any questions, as, in 
ease of my death, which I saw was ex- 
pected, I might lay under the censures 
of the chureh. However, I, at-last* 
ventured to make my confessor ac- 
quainted with it ; from him I reeeived 
those reproofs bis sacred character en- 
joined him to give me ; he convinced- 
me of the enormity of my oflfences, and 
implored pardon and forgiveness for 
me. Seeing me sincere in my sorrow, 
and thoroughly sensible Qf my errors* 
D 6 he 
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he bid me hope for salvation, and, to 
set my mind at rest, promised to find 
out the lady, and have her restored to 
her friends ; but, tili that could be done, 
he should take care that nothing trans- 
pired. He promised likewise to address 
a letter to you at Ventoliene, claiming 
your forgiveness for me- This was a 
few hours before an Operation was per- 
formed on my arm, which, contrary to 
every expectation, had the desired effect, 
and my life was preserved. From that 
hour, I have lived totally different. 
My con version, (if you may give it 
that name, ) was made known to the 
eiders at Bononi ; my name was erased 
from the black list, and I had the hap- 
piness of receiving the white ivory. 

* * I was but recently recovered, when 
an account came of the death of Owen, 
and the subsequent circumstances. I 
looked up with gratitude to heaven, 

" for 
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for having drawn me from the society 
of those, who, in a very short time, 
would have led me to the commission 
of crimes, that might have brought on 
a death like his. I rejoiced in the idea 
of my emancipation from vice, and de- 
termined to be the direct reverse of 
what I had hitherto been. I can so- 
lemnly assure you, I enjoyed more 
satisfaction, the night I saw so many 
members clothed with the white robe, 
than in the gratification of all the un- 
bridled passions of my life ; and I am 
fully determined no future action of 
mine shall tarnish the good opinion the 
world entertains of me." 

The narrative of the Prince ended ; 
they all made their acknowledgments 
for it, and a general conversation 
ensued. 

About an hour before they retired to 

rest, , 
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rest, a messenger came wkh letters for 
the captain; and, to the great Satisfak- 
tion of Edward, they were from Eng- 
land, brought by one ofthose charged 
with liberatkig Mrs. Owen, and the 
ehildr-en. One was from that lady to 
her brother, another from Owen's rao- 
ther, and a third from Mrs. Owen to 
the captain. She expressed the wärmt- 
est gratitude for the generons intcrest 
he had evinced for her return to peace, 
and the society of those she esteemed* 
To her brother, it was nearly the same; 
but regretted nmch her deprivation of 
bis Company, as she had a deal to relate 
to him, and by letter she could not say 
what she wished, having suffered so 
much from hardships, that she was un- 
able to hold the pen but for a few mi- 
nutes at a time. She referred him to 
the bearer, for partieulars of the State 
in which herseif and children werc 
foirad j and, thongh cruel as he* hus- 
"■■3 band 
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band had used her, she could not help 
lamenting bis end. The eider Mrs. 
Owen's letter barely stated the satisfac- 
tion she feit in once more beholding 
her children ; she earnestly entreated 
Fitzallan to return as soon as possible, 
for she much feared she had not long 
to live, as she was sinking fast with 
sorrow to the grave. 

They apologized to the prince for 
reading their letters,, and informed him 
who they came fFom, and stated somc 
circumstances relative to Owen* which 
he was unacquainted with. He com- 
miserated the sufFerings of Mrs. Owen, 
and said, he would advLse Edward to 
xeturn to England with the utmost 
j«pedition, and console those who re- 
gärded bim as thei* only friend. He 
said, he should pay avisit tathat cojjn- 
try himself soon; thereforö, if there 
was any business, tbat he might, by a 
■ jr:. \-^den 
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sudden departure, kave undone, he 
would undertake to eomplete it, and 
give a good account of, at seeing hini ; 
" but, " said he, " I think you had bet- 
ter see the messenger, who brought the 
letters ; as he had the satisfaction of 
seeing your sist^r, and the children,. 
it certainly will be requisite to hear 
from him how he found them." 

The gentleman, on this, was desired ' 
by the prince to join them. After the 
usual ceremoniies, Fitzallan was impa- 
tient to learn in what manner he had 
found Mrs. Owen. He said, He went^ 
agreeably to his Orders, -to a house, . 
near half a league from Caen. He 
epquired for the lady of it, to whom 
Mengte introduced, and delivered his 
w||||-which was to demand the imme- 
diäEtf'iiteilNtfy of Mrs Owen and her 
children to him. She lookecl at the 
- Signatare for a mouient, then hesiiatect 

•>*■■*-" to 
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to speak, and appeared very much con- 
fused; but, observing those thatattend- 
ed him were entering the room, she 
desired them to be seated, and said, 
Mrs* Owen should be with him present- 
ly; but the children were not then 
there; they, by the Orders of Mrs. 
Owen, had been placed at the house-of 
industry, as he did not choose to remit 
money for their board, and that there 
was a great deal due then for Mrs» 
Owen's,havingbeen obliged topurchase 
wearing apparel for her. 

"That is ttothing to the purpose 
now," said I ; "your demands will be 
päid, and I shall insist on seeing the 
ldäy directly, as I have express ordenr 
to see her on the instant of my arrival. 
I am not to stay while the lady's dress 
is changed, but see her in that she may 
have on at thctimc of my arrival j and 

I insist 
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I insist 011 going with you-to her room 
this moräent*" 

" Seeing it was of 110 use to refase r 
she desired me to follow her into the 
garden, at the extremity ofwhich were 
some stnall miserable nooms. In one 
of these, on a straw mattress, lay the lady j 
the clothss she had on were vUe in the 
extreme, and her emaciated form piain- 
ly spoke that her diet had been equally 
as wretched* She rose up at our en^ 
trance, but wa& too weak to continue — 
she dropped back again. I darted a look 
of fury at the woman, and asked her, 
by whose orders Mrs. Owen had beea 
left to perish in that cruel manner? 
She said, every thing, had been done 
by the direction of her husband, Mr. 
Owen, and she thought no person had 
a greater right to do it, than he had- . 

\V And^rou/'replied I, "were unfeel- 
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ing enough to obey him exactly ? Bc 
it so ; you shall answer for this in a 
proper place. Guard this woman," said 
I to two of those tbat came wfth me ; 
"and do you," turning to the other 
three, "go and fetch a chair, that we 
may place the lady in it ; she is too 
weak to stand." She turned her eye» 
towards nie, with wonder and amaze- 
nient ; tried to speak, but could not* 
She seemed to wish for an explanation ; . 
I begged her not to be alarmed at any 
thing ; I was only come to releaseher, 
and the children, from a State worse 
than death. At the mention of the 
children, she burst into tears, and said, 
though scarcely articulate, "dothey- 
still live ?" I waskneeling beside her at 
the time ; I assured her, they did, and 
hoped she would soon fold tliem to 
her bosom. This was too much for 
her debilitated nünd to bear ; she faint* 
ed* but soon recovered ; I then placed 
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her in a sick chair, and assisted to car- 
ry her to the house ; but, before I left 
the wretched hovel* I bid the two mea 
not stir from the spöt, or suffer any per- 
son to see, or speak to the woman, tili 
I came back*. 

41 1 hastened to convey Mrs. Owen 
to.tfec house ofa medical man, about 
a hundred yards distant. The moment 
she was brought in, he started, and 
asked, whether the lady had not been 
brought from the great house? I told 
him, Yes, and desiredhe would instant* 
ly give her something, and teil me 
what her disorder was. He said^ a 
pleurisy, and he was much surprised to 
find her living> as he had been told 
three days before, that ahe was dying 
then* u You have seen the lady be^ 
fore ?" " Yes," he said, He had attend- 
ed her when she first came ther& but 
had been discharged, because Üc. ■ said 

ho 
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she was not mad, and refused to admi- 
tiister mediGines that were calculated 
for those only who were really insane. 
"Can you fiirrtish me with a bed?" 
said I ; "she is too iilto be removed 
farthen" "I cfan," lie answered, and 
gave orders immediately. The bed 
was soon ready, into which his wife 
and sister placed her» She was then 
blooded; a proper cordial given, änd 
«very thing done for her that could be 
at the moment. I put some money in- 
to their hands, and bid them get the 
lady'slinen, and other necessaries, and 
I would return in about ttrree hours. 

ct I then hastened to the house, and 
gave orders to have the woman con- 
veyed to the chief magistrate at Caen, 
and went thither myself. Before him 
I laid my complaints, stating the suf- 
ierings of Mrs. Owen in Ker hous£, 
«öd requested he would oblige her to 

■' *ay 
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say where the children were, and by 
whose authority they were patted from 
their mother. He interrogated her : 
her answers were, that Mrs. Owen and 
the children had been brought to her 
house by her husband, and a lady; 
that they were to board there, and 
Mrs. Owen was to pay one hundred 
pound^a year for them. Mrs, Owen 
was represcnted to be insane, and Or- 
ders were given to treat her according- 
ly. The firßt quarter was paid in ad- 
vance ; and, when the second becarae 
due, they wrote to Paris, to Mr. Owen 
for it, but he refused to pay, and said, 
he would not give more than fifty 
pounds a year for the three. After some 
altercation, they agreed to take it ; but 
they could not, for that price, let them 
be in that part of the house they had 
before, and they were, of course, re- 
nioved to the garden. He remitted but 
one quarter more, but they never heard 

of 



HORRORS OF VENTOLIENE. 71 

^f him afterwards *; and that as they 
vere unable to maintain three at therr 
own expence, they thought it best to 
iseod the children to the house of indus- 
try at Capn. She said, Mrs. Owen had 
been a Jong time ill, and as they could 
not think of paying for advice, when 
they did not know whether they should 
ever be paid or not, they had done no- 
thing for her, 

" The unfeeling brutality of the wo- 
man, shocked all present : the magis- 
trate bid her go, with mcssengers of 
feis, to the house in which the children 
were, and return with them to him. 
She went, and, in about half an hour, 
areturned with two lovely children. I 
presented them to the mayor, who re- 
<reived and embraced them. The woman 
he ordered into custody, and the house 
to be searched, to see if any more im- 
happy beings were confined. Thechil« 

dren y 
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dren, I had immediately strippedof theiv 
wretched cloathing, bathed, and dress- 
ed in a manner suitable to their jank, 
They then, with me, paid their respects 
again to the magistrate, and hastened 
back to Mrs. Owen, whom we found 
in a sweet sleep, in which she continu* 
ed several hours* 

" When she awoke, I consulted the 
apothecary, whether it would be best 
to present the children to her then* or 
wait tili thenext day? He said, he 
would go to her, and see if she was 
able to bear it. In about a quarter of 
an hour, he returned, and said, he her 
lieved we might venture ; I had prepa- 
red the little ones to see their mamrna.; 
the thoughts of that made them fran- 
tic with joy ; they capered and jump- 
ed about, like faries, saying, they were 
gladtheirdearmaimnawas come to life 
again ; for, the bad wonian h&d saidy 

she 
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she was dead. When they came into 
the apartment, and saw their parent in 
a neat room, with attendants round 
her, they cried for joy. When lifted to 
her bed, they hung round her neck, 
and kissed her a thousand times. Their 
little endearmen ts had the desired effect ; 
Mrs. Owen burst into tears, and con- 
tinued weeping for some time, the lit- 
tle cherubs hanging overher, andming- 
ling their tears with her's. The scene 
was so very affecting, that every one 
present wept. 

"We told her, tiie children were 
come to continue with her, tili she was 
well enough to go with her brother to 
England, who would probably be with 
her soon : she expressed by her looks 
the most heart-felt satisfaction. We 
at length begged her to part with the 
children for a short time, while she took 
some more rest. They were very loth 
Vol. III. E to 
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to teave her ; but, when we said, their 
niamma wanted sieep, which their pre- 
sence prevented, they begged to kiss 
her pnce more, and then they would 
go ; but hoped we would let them come 
again, when their mammawaked, which 
we promjsed. We requested her to 
court sieep, as that would tend more; 
to her recovery than any thing that 
c ould be administered. 

" In a few days, she was able to sit 
up ; and, as she appeared composed, I 
briefly informed her, in what manner 
her brother had found Owen, and by 
tha^ means* discovered were she wa3 
confined. He had hastened to send 
and have her liberated, as some circum- 
stances prevented his coming himself ; 
but I had orders not to leave her tili 
she was safe in England. She feared 
you were ifi, but'I assured her of the 
fontrajy, and at length told her, thatt',. 



* 
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Mrs. Owen's death occasioned your 
stay to settle his affairs. She was ex- 
tremely affected at hearing of her hus- 
band's death ; but, by reasoning with 
her, she became calni. She was anxiöus 
to leave Normandy ; and, as sooxi asf 
she was able to bear the mötion of a 
carriage, we set off for England, which 
M r e reached without any accident. 

"They'continued atan hotel, whilst 
I went to make enquiries respecting 
her own house, and that where her fa- 
ther-in-law used to reside. The former, 
I found, had been disposed of, with the 
furniture. At the latter, I found Mrs; 
Owen, senior, who had femained in 
London, for medical advice, äs she had- 
laboured under a compliöation of dis- 
Orders, for many months. Wheii I had 
sent her word, that my busmess related- 
to her children on the-cbirtihent,: cfKe or- 
^<fef ed ni£ to be admitted immt&toteVj Stast 
,'V E 2 a ^* 
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was reduced, through grief, to such a 
State of weakness, as to render her 
iacapable of moving without assistance. 

"At my entrance, she burst into 
tears. c I am, Sir,' said she, ' sorry to 
receive you thus ; büt domestic trou- 
bles have reduced me so, that I am 
unable to stand.' I said, I was in hopes 
that the news I brought would go far 
towards her recovery, as I came to in- 
form her of the safe arrival of Mrs. 
Owen and her children. 'What do 
you say, sir ? do not, I beseech .you, 
trifle with my feelings ; those 4ear 
objects, I was many months since in- 
formed, weredead.' 'Indeed, madam,' 
said I, ' you were misinformed, as I, 
last night, had the happiness of placing 
them in säfety, at the hotel, in Jermyn 
Street, frojn which place, I will instant- 
ly conducf them to you, if agreeable.' 



'Agxe&d 
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'Agreeable! Sir,' said she; 'youknow 
not what happiness you will bestow 
upon me.' 

" I ran, or rather flew, to the hotel, 
and quickly imparted fco Mrs. Owen 
the Situation of her mother. She wept 
much at the accoimt, and, as soon as 
she was a little composed, we tobk a 
coach, and went. When we entered 
the room, we found the servants em- 
ployed in restoring their mistress, 
who had fainted twice since my depar- 
ture. We were almost afraid of letting 
her see the children ; but, happily, she 
soon recovered, and with the greatest 
transport embraced Mrs. Owen, and 
the children, whose endearments seem- 
ed to bring her back to newlife. When 
she was a little calrn, she. told Mrs. 
Owen, that her son had sent home a 
letter, importing the death of hb wife 
^>and children, by the smallrpox, at 
E 3 Ite&m*^ 
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Desaux, in France, and that he meant 
shortly to return aud settle bis afFairs; 
but, from that hour, they had never 
heard from him. 

" I then briefly informed her of some 
few particulars, relative to the conduct 
of her son towards his wife and family, 
and said their lives were saved by the 
immediate interposition of Heaven, in 
direettng Mrs. Fitzallan for their pre- 
servation. I diel not think it prudent 
to relate thedeath of her son and daugh- 
ter. It was then settled, that Mrs. 
Owen, andthechildren, should remain 
\yith her mother tili your arri val. When 
I had rendered every service in my 
power, I left England with the utmost 
expedition, as I knew you would be 
impatient at my delay, it having much 
exceeded the time the captain thought 
*necessary. ..Both the ladies and the 
little on&s joined in their wishes, that 

I would 
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I woüld return to England with you. 
Thus, Sir, I trust I have executcd thc 
task enjoined me agreeably to your 
wishes." 

" Youhave indeed, Sir," said Fitz- 
allan; "and, from this moment, I 
rank yoü as my dearesfc. friend." Thc 
prince, the father, and tlie captain, all 
joined in bestowing their commenda- 
tkms, and they all agreed to go to Eng- 
land together, if Fitzallän would ao 
Company the prince and the others to 
Florence. This he assented to, provi- 
ded it was tiöt long before they left 
TTapres. They said, they would leave 
it in three days, ifthe cäptain received 
lettera from his brother, to inform hinx 
where he then was. 

The next day, Edward proposed to 

make some enquiries after the lady they 

_ fimnd on the-beach, at Torre del Greco ; 
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and, while the prince was engaged with 
a party at court, they set out 011 their 
visit. They crossed one of the public 
walks, when the captain tecollected he 
was near the coffee-house, where his 
letters were to be left. They went to 
it, and found there was one, which in- 
formed him, that his brother was at- 
Rotne, and should continue there three 
weeks. This was exactly what he wish- 
ed ; he imparted it to his friends, and 
they agreed to leave Naples, as soon 
as it might be agreeable to the prince. 
They found the lady had left Naples 
for England, near a montk Fitzallaü 
then went to Michael, who was ffleirö- 
ing hourly; he informed him of his 
intentioö to set off for England in three 
days at farthest, and asked him, whe- 
ther he thought he could accompany 
him there. Yes, he said, indeed 
he could ; for, nothing couki induce 
him to stay behind his m%s$r, thougk 

" v •'• : it 
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it was evident, he was ill able to go 
such ajourney ; but his master thought 
it best to take him, though he shouM 
be retarded by it. 

In the morning of the next day, the 
prince agreed to set off in six hours ; 
and, as he was under a travelling namc, 
little preparatiön was necessary. Tb« 
.gentleman thatrcturned from England, 
Fitzallan, and Michael, were in one 
carriage ; the prince, the father, and 
the captaiu, in another. They stopped 
at Rome, where the" captain had the 
happiness of meeting his brother, whom 
ke introduced to his party. They re- 
eeived him with a deal of pleasure, and 
were agreeably surprised to see him 
Wfcar an air of extreme cheerfulness. 
Frederic 's heart beat with rapidity ; he 
thought nothing less than his roarriage 
with Mrs. Brisac could occasion so- 
woaderfui a change. He raliied hinv 
E5 ^ 
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t>n it, but could not help trembling 
at the idea of an explanation. Charles 
saw his agitation, and pitied it, but 
was determined not to explain the rea- 
son of his gaiety for the present. 

The prince having many intimates 
at Rome, requested his fellow travellers 
to stay a few days, that he might have 
&n opportunity of introducing thenu 
They all consehted with pleasure, ex- 
cept the bewildered Frederic. His bro- 
ther's silence served only to confirm 
him in his Süspicions. Füll of this idea, 
he resolved tö leave his friends, in the 
same manner as he had his father As 
soon as he had formed the deteirmina- 
tion, dbe set about putting it in execir- 
tion^ and for that purpose, sat down 
tö wrüe a letter, to leave behind -for 
Jitzallan. 

. Just aahehadfinishedit, hisbrother 

entered 
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entered the roora, to desire he would 
accompany him to the English hotel ; . 
thishedeclined, saying, hehadbusiness 
of the first importance to his peace, to 
transact at that moment ; therefore 
eouldnotgo. "But,"saidhe, "Charles, 
I havie one question to ask you, before 
you leave me. Are you married tö 
Mrs. Brisac ?" 

~ u My God," exclaimed Charles, 
fetching a deep sigh ; " what makes 
you< thiuk that ? Surely if it had been 
so, I should have informed you*" 

'VYour uncommon cheerfulness*" 
aaid he, " induced rae to think so. " 

" But could not I be cheerful on 
any other accönnt, thinkyou?" "I don't 
linbw," said Frederic j ""-Igues» ofyou* 
fcy myself." 

EG ■'^A.^aafc 
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"Ajust conclusion truly ; however, 
as you seem unhappy, you shall see and 
judge the cause of my satisfaction, if 
you will come with me." 

* * Don't trifte with my feelings, Charles, 
I beseech you," -said Frederic ; " you 
know my weakness, and at the same- 
time must be convinced, that not one 
oü earth would rejoice more in your 
happiness, than myself." 

€ * Ay, ay , " said bis brother, ' ' I know; 
but cannot a man be happy more wäys 
thanone ? Or doyou thinkitimpossible 
to be in love with more ladies than one 
at a time P Might we not adore in one^ 
what we admire in another r" 

' i I don't know, " said Frederic, ' c from 
my own experience, but it certainly 
admita of a possibility." 

«'Well' 
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" Well then, oome with me, I say, 
and, if you are not convinced of the 
trath of my position, then call me by 
the name of blockhead. We shall be 
back time enough to dine with the 
prince, and I know the fathe» is en- 
gaged with Fitzallan, to view the Castle 
of St. Angelo/the Amphitheatre of V«s- 
pasian, and other rare and dainty art*- 
cles of antiqüity. Let them go, and 
view antiques, and We will explore % 
more modern stracture, infinitely more 
pleasing, 111 Warrant you," 

The high spirits of Charles, and his 
enigmatical expressions, raised a spirit 
of curiosity in Frederic, On they went ; 
but, instead of going to the English 
hotel, he entered a chapel belenging 
to the Carthusians. Few people wsre 
present; the service was nea^ov^r. 
Charles took his Station under fc i 



^«f St. Jqhn, and threw his eyes anxi- 
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ously to one particular spot What can 
this mean ? thought Frederic, and me- 
chanically looked the same way. In a 
few minutes, thosethat had been pray- 
ing rose up. Charles's eye was still 
turned to the spot ; Frederic in a mo- 
ment observed a lädy hastily pull her 
veil over her face ; and, aa she raised 
her hand to do it, sawa smali paper, hu 
the form of a letter, appeai^from the 
J>ack of it : and at the same time, per- 
ceived his brother raise his hand in the 
same manner, in which was a simiter 
bit of paper. 

When the service ended, ' he observed 
the lady $nd two others, move on to 
the entrance of the chapel, wherea 
servant was in Waititig. At the steps, 
one of them dreW back, said something 
to an old woman, aiid slipped the letter 
into her hand. As the ladies descend- 
cd the Steps, the oid womaa approaclied; 

and- 
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and madesome sign to Charles, with her 
fingers ; he understood, and answered 
it ; she came beside him, put the letter 
into his hand, received his in return, 
and instantly disappeared. Charles 
hurried , away to a-coffee house, and 
read with. avidity the contents ; then 
catching Frederic by the arm, said, 
" Now for it." He walked with hasty 
steps through several streets, and at 
last entered the Castle of St. Angelo, 
bidding the man that attended, to shew 
him what was most remarkable in the 
fortress. As they passed the gate, a 
carriage drew up, from which came the 
very ladies they had seen in the chapel. 
They entered directly after them. 

"Now," said Charles, "remark that 
lady's fosm in the middle; what do yqu 
thinkofit?" 

- " Very handsomV said Ixe^ric, 

■**but 



■':*?■■ ■" ■** 
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" but I never like to give my opinioa 
of a lady, tili I have seen her face; and 
those ladies, I presume, are not disposed 
ta gratify usin that particufeiv" 

" They will throwaside their veils," 
said Charles, " presently, when they 
thmk they are not observed. Come 
this way, la^d we shall be sure to meet 
theitt." 




He türtiö&fö the right, and they to 
the left. Äs tfcey came round the an- 
gle of the north turret, on the ramparts> 
the ladies met them, "BonDieu!*" 
said Frederic, and started ; "it is as 
I feared ; why, Cliarles, did you bring 
me here ?" 

The Tadies went on. " What dö you 
say, Frederic ? why did I bring vou 
here ? why, to see that lady : is it not 
muck Better to view her, thaa the tar- 

*' * peian 



*& 



■m?- 
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peian rock, theatres, amphitheatres, 
pagan temples, catacombs, obelisks, 
cirques, sepulchres, triumphal arches, 
baths, aqueducts, fountains, bridges, 
churches, porticos, statues, paintings, 
Colleges, hospitals, and though last, 
not least, the Castle we are now in ?" 

"You distract me, Charles," said 
Frederic, " with your fooleries. Why 
did you not teil me, when we were to 
meet?" 

"Upon my soul, it is more thaml 
knowmyself." ^ 

u How can you talk so ? not know 
Mrs. Brjggc ! surely you are out of 
your senses? Come, let u*go; I don't 
choose to stay any longer : you took 
me |om finishing what I had so much 
at heart ; on purpose to bring me here 
to tear open wounds, which I foolishly 

**■ 
&ti ■■*■ ^ 
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you would heal. You knew I was un- 
happy, and brought methiswild-goose 
chase, to make xne more sa" 

i 
"No ! on my honor," cried Charles,. 
"I did not. Myreal intentiön wasi 
to stfe whether the charms of a lady, 
would have the same effect on you, 
which they have had on me." " Qf 
this," said Frederic, "youwere con- 
vinced before, aüd needed not such an 
abuse of friendship as this, to confirm 
it." "Poh! pöh !" said Charles, "this 
is idle talk ; I never meant to give you. 
pain." 

At that moment, the lädies again. 
passed them ; but, on Frederic's again 
looking,' he imagined it was not Mrs. 
B. ; and yet, as she walked down the 
Steps that led to the interior of the 
citadel> he could have sworn it was she. 
The confusion his thoughts were in,. 

the 
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the rapid fluctuation of his ideas, and 
the doubts he had, impelled htm to fol- 
low them. Charles laughing, dcscend- 
ed likewise. The lady smiled on Charles, 
«is she turned ; and, not regarding 
which way she went, stepped on the 
train of one of the ladies. . The check 
she received, caused her to slip from 
the step she was on, and fall. Charles 
jumped forward to raise her, saying, 
'He hoped she was not much hurt. 
She answered, No, thanked him for his 
politeness, Ifcxl was going on, when he 
said, If it was «greeable to them, him- 
seif and his brother would be happy in 
the honor of attending them round the 
fortress ; as they were themselves 
strangevs, and came purposely to viev/ 
it. The two eldest thanked him, and, 
after a little ceremony, accepted his 
offer. 

The distant air with which he ac- 
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costed them, the manner in which thc 
ladies behaved, puzzled Frederic ex- 
ceedingly. The youngest lady had 
not spoke ; he was anxious to hear her 
voice, being persuaded it could not 
possibly be any other than Mrs. Brisac ; 
though, at times, he thought she was 
rather toa tall ; but every look, every 
gesture was her 's. The mystery thick- 
ened ; it was evident bis brother and 
she were not strangers to each other; 
but why she did not speak to him, he 
couid not teil. This circumstance 
ttmfounded him more than all; and 
how Charts could be so well acquaint- 
ed with her, without theknowledge of 
the other ladies» surprised him beyond 
endurance. ' I will speak to her/ said 
he to himself ; ' at any rate, she must 
answer me. I shall then be convinced 
whether it is, or it is not, Mrs, Brisac. * 

He took an opportunity, while bis. 

brother 
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brother was explaining something to 
the otker ladies, to ask her, Whether 
she had been long at Rome ? She an- 
swered him, in bad French, that she 
did not speak Italian. Her voice con- 
founded him ; it was, it must, it could 
not be, any other than Mrs. Brisac. 
But why pretend she could not speak 
Italian, or why speak bad French, 
when she could speak both so well? 
'I will convince her/ thought he, m 
4 that, in spite of these manoeuvres, I 
know her. 5 " You have forgot me, 
Madam," said he, " I presume ; is my 
fcther well?" 

" The latter, I do not know, Sir, as 
I have not the honor of being acquaint- 
ed with him ; and, as to the former, I 
cato say, that, tili just now, I did not 
know that gentleman had a brother," 
pointing to Charles. 
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She said no more ; Frederic bowed ; 
the ladies came close to them. He 
was still strongly persuaded it could 
be no other than the lady he imagined. 
About five minutes after this, as they 
were intent on viewing a particular 
piece of ordnance, they were surprised 
by the entranceof Fitzallan, thefatber, 
and Signor Pasquinellh They were 
amazed at seeing Frederic and his bro- 
ther there, as they had both declined 
going with them, under a pretence of 
business of moment. Fitzallan whis* 
pered Frederic : " We know now what 
business of moment deprived us of your 
Company. How well the poet says, 

' But when a lady's in the casc, 

' You know, all other things givc place." 

" No, on my honor," said Frederic, 
u you are mistaken. What I told you 
was really the case, as- far a* p it related 
to myself ; but I cannot say as much 

of 
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of Charles. He absolutely pressed me 
to follow him ; but I wish to Heaven 
I had adhered to rriy original inten- 
tions ; I should aot theü have to re- 
glet this waste of time." 

He spoke this loud enough for the 
ladies to hear. " You are not fond of 
armSj Sir?" said one of thern. " Not 
much, Madam," said he ; "I find no 
amusement in vieving them, though 
I might in using." 

"Thenyouprobablythink it stränge 
that ladies should visit a fortress, to 
view articles whose use they have not 
the least conception of ?" 



a 



Not at all, Madam, as I think 
nothing stränge that ladies do;' % andr 
he fixed his eyes füll upon the youngest 
lady. She seemed confused, and asked 
her comp^nions How much more there 
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was to be seen? "Oh! not much, 
Madam/' said the attendant. 

The ladtes looked surprised at Fre- 
deric, as they thought he had said. 
something not over agreeable. When 
they were about to return to the car- 
riage, Frederic took the hand of the 
eldest lady, Charles that of the young- 
est, which he seemed to regard with 
pleasure; and Edward that of the other 
lady. When the coach drove off, they 
all bowed, but Frederic : he sullenly 
turned 'upon his heel, and addressed 
the centineL 

"Upon my soul, Frederic," said 
Charles, " your behaviour amazes me : 
don't you think, Fitzallan, that he is a 
^Äyungallant feliow, to turn his heel 
80 churlishly upon three such fine 
warfen ?" 



u 



You 
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" You may find your account," re- 
; torted his brother, peevishly, " in your 
attentions to them; but that is not the 
case with me ; and I think you have 
not showti your wisdom, noryourfriend* 
ship, in dragging me here, to see a wo- 
. man, who denies she knew your having 
a brother. ,J • 

"And well she may; for, she does 
not yet know that I ever had a father." 

"You may play that 'off upon any 
othar," said Frederic, "but such shal- 
low talk shall not affect me. I am con- 
vinced of her folly, and your want of 
honor." 

" Hey day !" said Edward, " what 
means all this ? surely you cannot be 
seriously angry ?" " Indeed I am," said 
Frederic, "he might have spared me 
the mortification of being denied b^ 
Vol. III. F Ux*. 
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Mrs. Brisac; för, she, I am certain, 
theyoungest is«" 

"If she be so," said Charles, "itia 
unknown to me ; for, I declare solemn- 
ly, on my honor, I do not know who 
they are, I saw them first at Naples» 
on the very day they left that place; 
I followed them here, labouring under 
the sanie belief that you do riow. In 
a week, I was undeceived ; . I had the 
good fortune to speak to the lady in 
question, one evening, at the French 
Opera, and learnt, she was come to 
Rome, with an uncle and his family. 
Finding she was not the lady I sought, 
I tried to find out who she was; but I 
could only learn that she was under the 
protection of an aunt, who had come 
purposely to Rome, to meet her uncle, 
who-meant to go soon to England. She 
was extremely shy of saying more, and 
I forborefo press her, but resolved fo 

. watch 
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watch and meet her in every public 
place. I succeeded in seeing her, but 
never could speak to her, However, 
I contrived to get a letter conveyed to 
her, stating the Situation of my heart, 
and, if no prior engagement existed, 
I would presume to solicit the favor of 
being acquainted with her family. Her 
answer was free and candid. She ao 
knowledged, she was under no engage- 
ment, butthat her will was not her own, 
she being under the immediate direc- * 
tion of her aunts ; and that, if I wished 
for an intimacy in the family, I must 
first make an acquaintauce with them. 
How to do that she was uriable to say, 
but must leavc it to nie. Several other 
letters have passed between us, by 
ttieans of an old wonian, and this morn- 
ing, she informed me of their iaten- 
tion tovisit the chapel, and, if I would 
be there, she would contrive to let me 
know where I niight have^difcoppoiv 
F 2 ^ tvxmVj 
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tunity of seeing her aunts, and proba- 
bly of speajung to them. Delighted 
with this news, I hastened directly to 
Frederic, being determined to see if the 
lady would make the same impression 
on him, as she had on nie, and you see 
the event. I declare solemnly, I did 
not imagine he could be so much de- 
ceived; now, tellme, am I to.blame?" 

" Certainly not," said Edward; 
"come, shakehands, andthen try which 
of you can win the lady. There is no- 
thing like courage in love matters ; you 
remember the old saying, Afaint heart 
neoer won afair lady. ' ' True, very true, " 
said the father; " I remember that say- 
ing very well, when I was in England/ 
and I think, if I was young like you, 
Ishouid take that for my motto; vir- 
tuous love is sure to be crowned with 
success in the end ; therefore be both 
friendsy.try to win the lady j and which 

■r cver 
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ever she tnakes choice of, let the other 
be satisfied with her decision. You 
will then, bothofyou, showyourselves 
worthy of the name of good men, by 
rejoicing each in the succesa of the 
other." 

Frederic feit mortified at his weak- 
ness, and, taking the father by the 
hand, said, " Make my peace with 
Charles, I beseech you ; for, I am a- 
shamed to ask it myself ; I shall act in 
future as you wish," 

" Bravo !" said Fitzallan, " what 
mischief this love niakes ! Oh ! thou 
dear little blind deity, long, very long 
let thy tormenting shafts fly wide o£ 

nie !" . ■ * 

" Well, Edward," said Charles, « I 

hqpe I shall see thy indifferent ' heart 

F 3 beat 
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beat as quick ä tune to Cupid, as either 
of ours, in a short time." , 

" When that com es, " said Edward, 
"_ so be it; at present, I bid the sly 
dog defiance." 

The rattling manner of the charm- 
ing young Irishman put them all to 
rights, and they set off in high spirita 
for the hotel, They found the prince 
returned, and a gentleman, who proved 
to be the friend of Charles, who had 
come with him to Ventoliene. A most 
agreeable day was spent among the. 
friends. Charles made no scruple to 
relate hismorning's adventure, saying, 
how much he wished to know who the* 
ladies were. The oid gentleman, hi& 
friend, promised to use his endeavours 
tö find it out ; the prince was diverted 
at the fracas, and approved much of. 
the fother's advige. 

The 
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The next day, they wcre all to go to the 
tarpeian rock, and tlieu to the vatican. 
They had not gone from] the hotel a,- 
bove five minutes, -when they saw the 
carriage-of the ladies, standing at the 
door of a famous statuary. " Here's 
the carriage, by Jupiter Ammon !" said 
Edward; "nowfor asecond rencontre, 
better than the first : now for an Orlan- 
do Furioso scene, or a gentle Pctrarch, 
an Abelard, k or a Werter, or some such 
dying swain, whose plaintive numbers 
vould raise the soul to sympathy and 
love !" 

This rhapsody set them all a laugh- 
ing, and the prince entered the shop of 
the artist. " Shew me," said he, * " a 
good copy of Venus de Medicis, Apollo 
Belvedere, or any other ; but these 
gentlemen," added he, " are the gretft- 
fist admirers of female beaufc^" turn- 
*4 <-.' "■ ing 
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ingto Charles and his brother, "there- 
fore, they would prefer your Venus." 

As he said this, two gentlemen and 
five ladies descended from an upper a- 
partment. Fitzallan and Frederic start- 
ed. " There is the lady we found up- 
on the beach," they exclaimed, and 
advanced towards them. The party 
turned on their 'exclamation ; she im- 
mediately recognised them, and advan- 
ced likewise, and, close toher, thesup- 
posed Mrs. Brisac. Edward and the 
captain, each presented their hands; 
she took them in her's, and turning to 
her Company, said, "These are the gen- 
tlemen, to whom I owed my preserya-** 
tion> at Torre del Greco." 

The whole of them crouded round 
in an instant, to pay their acknowledg- 
ments. Amongst them, she severally, 
presented Jier mother, brother, and sis- 

tev~ 
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ter-in law, the young lady, her cousin, 
her father, and her aunt. The captain 
and Fitzallan introduced their Company. 

After viewing every thing worthy of 
* notice, the lady's party desired the 
prince's Company, "to aeeept a general 
invitation to their hotel, and the father 
of the young lady insisted on their 
dining with him the next day. To this 
they ßssented, and several hours more 
were spent in seeing the curiosities of 
the Vaticaa. 

When the gentlemen returned to 
dinner, they were all füll of the adven- 
ture. The prince said they might be 
English or Irish ; he was certain they 
would prove a valuable acquaintance, 
especially as they talked of going to 
England. Fitzallan was rallied most 
unmercifully on aecount of the young 
laäy, whom he found on the fcpack; 
4* . F 5 
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bat he seemed to be praof against all 
they could säy. 

The next day, the father asked Fre- 
deric, if he was now convinced that 
the lady was not Brisac ? " Yes," he 
answered, he was, and therefore the 
field was open for his brother. They 
then all set off for the appointment, in 
the highest spirits imaginable. Every 
thing they found served in the most 
splendid style. After dinner, the fe- 
ther of the young lady informed them, 
that he was recently arrived from the 
East Iridies, where his health had suf- 
fered much, and, to restore rt, he had 
conie to Italy. His journey had beeö 
fover land, on account of some private 
business ; his wife, son, and daughter, 
were desired to meet him at Naples, at 
which place, his son married the lady 
then present. His sister, and niece, 
had eome there likewise; their names 

were-* 1 
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vere Macdonald. He said, he had 
found himself much better than he ex- 
pected, on his arrival, in Italy, and, on 
that account, did not make any stay 
at Naples, but proceeded on to Rome. 
How long he should stay, he did not 
know ; but, as soon as his affairs were 
settled, he should prepare to return to 
England ; he meant to visit Floren ce, 
and make some short stay there. The 
prince's party said, it was their inten- 
tion likewise to go to Florence* 

A very long discourse ensued, re-' 
specting the melancholy affair at Torre 
del Greco. Mrs. Macdonald informed 
them, that, on her getting to Naples, 
and not finding her daughter there, her 
grief was extreme. Her son was too ill 
to do any thing, and she had given up 
every hope of seeing her again, when 
she was so happily restored to her. 
Three weeks after, she had the pleasure 
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of seeing her husband and her son 
happily recovered. She said that, wheii 
she reflected on that awful night, she 
thought she could never offer up thanks 
enough to Heaven, for preserving her 
child in such a miraculous nianner- 

The brother made the wärmest ac- 
knowiedgments. He appeared to be 
a very worthy young man, and his wife 
a very amiable young womaa Fron* 
that day, the different families became 
inseparable. No parties were formed^ 
without the whole joined ; but this did 
not co»tinue long. Mr. Macdonald 
having arranged his affairs, informed 
them of his intentioi* to leave Rome^ 
which place they quitted, and the whole, 
of them arrived at Florence ; where, to 
the unspeakable satisfaction of fathes 
Gregory, he found his son, with Gene* 
vieve, her husband, and one daughter* 
The pleasure this afibrded him waa 

..* . 8 r eat 
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great indeed. Hisson and niece were 
grown so much siace be last saw them, 
that lie could hardly believe they were 
the same. His son appeared to be 
every thing he could wish, and his 
niece he thought an angeL The mo-i 
ment she was introduced to Fitzallan, 
be feit what the power of love was* He 
gazed with mute astonishment on her 
lovely forin, and, when spoke to by the 
father, hesitated, stammered, and an- 
swered Yes, for No. Charles observed 
it in a moment, and instantly begatf 
bis raillery.. 

"Oh! spare me, for God's sake !" 
said Edward ; "surely, if I am at last 
caught by that little urchin, I have no 
occasion to complain [of the choice he 
has inade ; for, is she not a divinity ? 
now, if her dear little heart is engaged 
to some more happy swain, ah ! Mon 
^ieUjWhat^wiUbecomeofme! Ixnustgo, 

'4L "Ä ; "'. ^ 
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learn of the father, whether she i» { for r 
as I told you, I shall make short work 
on t. 

" But how will you do, if she is en~ 
gaged ?" 

" Why quit her, and try tö find ano~ 
ther as fast as I • can ; to be long in 
suspense, I am sure, won't da," 

Charles was about to reply, whe» 
Qggevievecame up, and said, she should 
^ . sequest them to stay a few days with, 
& ; them. The prince, who appeared equal- 
ly strack with the charms of the young 
lady, declined it then, but said, he 
would renew his visit in a very sliort 
time, as he was obliged to go to* 
JBononL 

When he was gone, a delightful con- 
^ Versation took place. The father was 
->•■ lost \. 
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lost ni contemplating his son, vhose 
every look and gesture remindcd him 
of his lost Maria. They had ten thou- 
sand things to talk of. Genevieve'shus- 
band> said, The business which called 
him to Florence was partly on his ac- 
count, as they had received from Eng- 
land seven hundred pounds, which he 
had lent many years before, to a mer- 
ehant in distress, but whose affairs had 
taken a rapid turn, and he had honor- 
lably repaid it, with interest, though 
never called upon to do so, and had 
sent a most elegant diamond ring, as a 
present to young Marlbro'. "Then, 
that sum, my dear Cenevieve," Said 
the father, " shall be sent to the sou 
of the good Moor at Sallee, to redeem 
soine Christian slaves; it will make 
many a heart glad." 

" MaytheGod of heaven blessyou!* 
Sfcid Vaucluse, u and I will add my 
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irute tothebequest." "And so will I r " 
said every one. They were soon com- 
posed and happy, all but Frederic, who 
was still restless ; however, in a few 
days, he became more easy. Charles 
diel not once mention his father, and 
Frederic was afraid to say any thing, 
fearing to hear that he was the hus^ 
band of Mrs. Brisac. 

A short time after they had been at 
Florence, Charles toid the father, He 
had a wish to make overtures to Mrs. 
Macdonald, for his consent to address 
hia niece, and asked him, whether he 
thought it advisabie to consult Fre- 
j^ric, before he did it. He said, Yes, 
by allmeans, as an open and ingenuous. 
ttiode of acting was sure to have the 
approbation of every good mind ; he 
would take an opportunity of talking 
irith his brother uponthe subjeet, that 
«fternoonj but there was one thing he, 
'*-■ would?." 
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rematk to him, that no engagement of 
that sort ought to be entered into, with- 
out the approbation of his father, and 
he would advise him to write to him 
at Turin, lay open the State of his heart, 
and implore his pardon for leaving him 
in the abrupt manner he had done. 
This, Charles knew not how to accede 
to ; he could not be brouglit to believe 
that he had done wrong, in absenting 
himself, and, on that account, did not 
know how to pen a letter ofthat kimi ; 
but, if the father would write for him,.. 
he should think himself for evate 
obliged. 

Ulis, the good man promised, and 
in the afternoon of that day, took an 
opportun ity of speaking to Frederia 
He was surprised to find him enter with 
pleasure into the äflFair ; he said hs 
thought Miss Macdoaakl every way 
calculat^d to »ake his Jtoother happy, V. 

4. , , . <sä&' 
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and he sincerely wished to see Jiini sa. 
This pointbeing settled,,heimmediately 
wrote to Count Krauntzic, stating every 
particular that lie knew relative to both 
the youths, and earnestly requested his 
pardon for them, as they were, notwith« 
atanding their elopetnent, very worthy 
and deserving young men. 

While they were waiting for the 
Count's ans wer, they were agreeably 
entertained by the various amusemente 
they entered into. The prince admi* 
ted, and would have tenderly loved the 
young Gene.nieve, had he not perceived 
in her a warm attachment for Fitzallan , 
änd, as it was reciprocal, he would not 
wound that tranquil pleasure tliey seem- 
ed to enjoy, 

Pasquinelli, who had conducted Mas» 
Owen to England, was a man of refined 
feelings, and noWe seatiments, born of 

a dis- 
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a distinguished family at Verona* He 
had been a dupe to sharpers and de* 
signing nien of every kind ; hisfortune 
had become aprey to them, and, at the 
time he was sent to England; with Mrs* 
Owen, was employed by the prince in 
going from Bononi to Ventoliene, and 
back,, as he was a man whosc integrity 
he could rely on. The prince, at his 
return, shewed him distingu-ished niarks 
of his favor, and made him his confi* 
dant and friend. He likewise took hin*? 
to all places with him, and of cötrrse 
he had always made one intheir parties 
at the Macdonalds*. The sister, who 
was the widowofMr. Macdonald's bro- 
ther, a lady about forty years of age, 
saw Signor Pasquinelli, and fancied him. 
Her fortune was large, having all she 
brought her husband settled on herseif» 
She was left without children, and had 
adopted Miss Macdonald, who was the 
daughter of Mr.. MacdonaUTs younger. 



*\ 
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brother, and brought her up as her own. 
On her she meant to bestow a very 
handsome fortune. She had spafed no 
cost in her education, and had formed 
her manners with the tenderest care* 

The prince had narrowly observed 

the attention this lady paid to his 

friend, and a thought Struck him, that f 

if he could make this couple happy, it 

would be rendering a very esscntial 

Service to bothr He took an opportu- 

nity to sound Pasquinelli ; bis answer 

^ was what he expected, That his humble 

* fortune would wholly exclude his at- 

?;" tempting to profit. by the lady 's prefer- 

ej>ce. The prince instantly obviated 

that, by saying He would make hinv 

his first secretary, with au income suit- 

able to his rank, and what further he 

could do for him, should not be want- 

ing. Tbc poor man, overcome with 

gratitude, feil at~his feet The prince 

„v . raised 
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raised him, and with pleasure sparkling 
in his eyes, bid him be coniposed, say- 
ing, He did not think he had done 
more thanhis duty by him, as he had 
served him for many years faithfully, 
and the humanity he had evinced to- 
wards Mrs. Owen fuliy convinccd him 
he was deserving all he could do for 
him. With tears he thanked the prince, 
and owned that he had loved the lady 
frorn the day he had seen her at the 
fortress. Conscious of his want of for- 
tune, he had resolved to conquer his 
attachment. " But now," interrupted 
the prince, " you must do it no longer; 
I shall be at Macdonald's to night, 
when I shall purposely say something; 
in your favor." V 

This was too much for him to bear, 
and hs was obliged to leave the prince 
abruptly, to give a loose to his feelings. 
,Se did not oifer to stop hiflfrej a heait 



m 
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like the prince's alone can form an idea 
of what he feit. It was a satisfaction, 
suchas angels feel, when commissioned 
to make glad the hearts of the unhap- 
py. The prince soon joined the father 
and Vaucluse, who were in earnest con- 
versation, respecting the young Gene- 
vieve. The father had remarked the 
growing passion of Fitzallan, and had 
been asking his brother, whether the 
heart of Genevieve was at liberfcjr. 
Vaucluse assured him it was, for any 
thiog he knew. 

The prince was about to leave them, 
when Vaucluse hastily desired his high- 
,ness to stop ; they were only, he said, 
talking over some love affairs. " That 
Js a subject," said the prince, " which 
seems to engross every body's thoughts, 
but yours and mine ; and yet, upon 
jny honor, I must confess that mine 
Are not ^feoily exempt from it ; pray, 

who 



c 
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who are thc objects of your conversa- 
tion ?" "Myniece," saidthe father ; 
" we see, or imagine we see, a mutual 
attachment between Fitzallan and the 
young Genevieve, I know him to be 
an amiable and deserving young man ; 
and as we aim not at titles for her, I 
know not with whom she can be more 
happy." 

"True," said the prince ; " Monsieur 
cannot, I think, make any objections. " 



' ' None in the least, " said Vaucluse ; 
" I havebut twochildren, and them I 
wish to see as happy as their mother 
and I have been." " You say right,'» 
said the prince; " wlyle you prefer 
happiness to spiendor, you cannot fail 
to enjoy it ; and I sincerely wish to see 
anore than one couple equally so. " 

"And Ltoo," «said Vaucluse; "my 
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other daughter Maria, will be here to* 
morrow, and I hope to see her blessed 
under the protection of young Marlbro. " 
"Yes, " said the father, " there rest 
all my hopes. My son and his cousin 
have been brought up in the tenderest 
affection for each other ; that affection 
is ripened into love, and, if my son 
and the dear girl love as sincerely as 
my lost Maria and myself did, I shall 
be blest indeed. This done, the Te- 
mainder ofmy life shall bespentin the 
v Service ofmy God." 

" Then yonr highness approves of 
the matches we have made, for our 
children ?" said Vaucluse. "Indeed 
I do," said the prince, " and I hope 
you will add me to the list of the hap- 
py ones ; for, I begin to think there can- 
not possibly be any State so. blessed a&.a, 
niarried one, where the couple study 
each other s felicity." % I know not any 

thing 
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thing would give me more pleasure,' 
"said the father, " than to see you uni- 
ted to a lady, deservingof your virtues." 

As he said this, Frederic entered. 
" There is anEnglish family," said he, 
"this moment arrived ; will your high- 
ness step to the window and observe 
them ? They are the most curious sct 
Ieverbeheld." The Company moved to 
the window and saw an old gentleman, 
wrapped up in the strängest great coat 
that mortal ever saw ; an old lady, the 
exact counterpart of the gentlemai?, 
another lady between forty and fifty, 
and a young man not quitc twcnty. 
Those were all at the door of theoppo-** 
site hotel, disputingwith two postillions. . 
Thcyoungest of the ladies was scolding * ^ 
mostuirmercifully, in very bad French, 
Söoiefchingaboutalapdog. The old gen- 
tleman was swearing in English voeifer- 
ously, callingthena all the sonsofwli — , 
Vol. III. G *w\\\- 
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scoundrels, dogs, and blackguards, that 
he could pronounce. The old lady was 
Walking about, and seemed to lament 
the loss of something, while the young 
gentleman perfectly unconcerned, was 
whistling an English tiuie. He seemed 
by his countenance, and the arch looks 
he, every nowand then, threwtowards 
the scolding lady, to say, Now, what 
v would I give to see her box those fel- 
lows ; what rare fun it would afFord me ! 
Nothing that the men could say to ex- 
tenuate their fault, could appease the 
lady; her fury increased every moment 

While the prince and his Company 
were laughing inmxoderatelyat her ges- 
tures, to their amazement, they saw 
?&■ Michael run towards the young gentle- 
man, and say: € \A\\\ and upon'my 
soul, your honor, and is it your own 
dear seif, that is come?" " My goöd 
fellow, Michael/' said the young man, 

takiug 
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taking him by the band, and shaking^ 
fe in the most friendly manner, " How 
doyou da? Where is Ned ?" 

"Ah ! and plaise your honor, my 
master is in this here grand hothell, 
along with some dear sweet honies of 
ladies." 

• *'Oh! oh! very fortunate by Ju- 
piter/' said the gentleman, " prythee, 
take me to him, that I may get from 
this damned confusion of Babel." 

" Ay, and the devil Babel it, and so 
it is, and plaise your honor ; a curscd 
old cat, she plays it off, for the honor 
of St. Ursula, upon my faith ; your 
honor has been well beset, if you came 
all the wavifrom England with that old 
Jezabel, who, I was in hopes, fräs long 
since laid in her shroud." "Oh ! the 
<levü shroud; her 1" cried the JQUP^ 
G 2 TOÖÄ\ 
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man ; " she lives on purpose to plague 
young fellows like nie, or she never 
would have been brought all this way, 
without having had her neckbroke." 

They turned, and entered the hotel, 
leaving the combatants to scold and 
itght, as long as they chose. Fitzallan 
was engaged with Madame Vaucluse, 
and had lost the pleasure of seeing the 
fracas. The father, the prince, and 
Vaucluse, were at a loss to guess who 
the party could possibly be ; it was evi- 
dent that Michael was well acquainted 
with them. While they were conjec- 
turing, Michael tapped at the doorl 
"Come in," said Vaucluse ; the dbor 
opened, and he entered, saying, "An 
plaise your highness, and your honor, 
here's my master's own dear brother, 
come all the way from dear England, 
with that develish old cat of the bog, 
that is down yonder, firing off her ja\r 
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blunderbusses upon them there lankey 
french crackers of postillions. Ali ! 
the devil burn me, if thcy ha'n't enougii 
ofit." 

White Michael was making this fine 
introductory speech fbrtheyounggcn- 
'tlemen, the prince and Vauclusc found 
it very difficult to p rescrve their gravi- 
ty ; and the young nian found it equal- 
ly as hard to keep his. Hairever, the 
fether seeing their fsituation, stepped 
forward, and said : " You are welcome, 
sir, to Floren ce ; as Mr. Fitzallan s 
brother, we are extreraely happy to see 
you. Go, Michael, and find your mas- 
ter. I thiuk he is in Madame Vaucluse's 
dressirig-room." " Yes, your honor»" 
said he, and away he ran. 

Fitzallan, in theutmost astonishment, 

. entered. The pleasure of the two bro- 

thers was great kideed, at meeting so 

G 3 «tak- 
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unexpcctedly. Edward then intrö- 
duced him ; c ' Henry Fitzallan, " said he, 
"mybrother, who will, I am certain, 
be extremely happy in the honor of 
y our friendship. " They received him, 
with much pleasure. " You have had 
an unpleasant rencontre," said the 
prince, "with your postilüons." We 
have, sir," said Henry, "butthis is 
but a breeze to some former ones. The 
lady, whom you observed to possess 
such a happy talent of scolding, has 
found opportunities, at the end of every 
stage, to exereise her accomplishments 
in that seien ce; this broil was occa- 
sioned by the loss of afavorite lap-dog* 
tJlSt happened to be of such a delicate 
Constitution, that it could not bear the 
inside of the eoach, without being dis- 
ordered ; he was therefore placed in a 
cradle, and committed to the care of 
one of the postillions, who, not being 
used to cursia a cradle, by some means 

or 
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6r other, lost it .on the road. It was 
the old lady's pet, and, upon my honor, 
I could not hclp rejoieing in the dis- 
aster." 



*S 



" Surely," said Fitzatlan, u the sayinj 
that old women mav live as long as 
they like, 18 most truly verified in that 
abominable Miss Frances. I was in 
hopes she hadbeen dead long since ; she 
is," said he, t Urning to the prince, 
" an English old maid of the first class, 
and lives wirb my aunt, who is the wife 
of the gentleman tliat was left Joint 
trustee with Mrs. Owen, to my brother, 
sister, and myself. She has had, for > 
many years, tbe sole direction of all 
things, spiritual and temporal ; an4 I 
"believe no slave-driver in a plantation 
ever exercised his power with niore 
scrupulous exaetness. 

"I should like much," 3aid the 
G 4 ;\}ji&.c^ 
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prince, " to have the pleasure of being 
in' her Company, she seems such a per- 
fect original." " That pleasure, ifyour 
highness can deem it so," saicl Henry, 
"you shall have shortly. But, for the 
consequences of such an interview, I 
would not be answei able ; for, your 
highness must expect nothing less than 
thfc lady's falling violently in lovewith 
you, a3 that is a propensity she is pax«* 
ticularly inclined to. " 

The prince laughed much at the con- 
ceit, and Henry assured him, if he 
chose to have the jokeplayed ofFupon. 
him, it should most certainly be done. 
"Oh! pray," said he, "let us have it; 
I'll Warrant tomanage thclady." "Then 
your highness shall see her, you may 
depend upon it, in all her pristine 
lustre." 

Tlie idea diverted the young men 

excced- 
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exceedingly, and the next day was ap- 
pointed for the introduction. Fitzal- 
lan thenaskedhisbrother, whatbrought 
them so unexpectedly to Tuscany ? 

" A travellingwhim of Miss Frances, " 
said Harry, " who has taken it into her 
head, upon readiug Pinkerton, that her 
knowledge of medals, by far exceeded 
his, and as soon as this idea took pos- 
session of her brain, she neverleftteaz- 
higmyaunt, and my complaisant guard- 
ian, to aecompany me to Italy, and 
she plied her advice so well, that she 
actually made them believ« that such 
a tour wouid renovate them both so 
»uch, that they would return to Eng- 
land in füll possession of health and 
beauty» Vanity never forsakes the la~ 
dies ; my aunt, who, forty years ago, 
was told she was another Venus, has 
feeen actually led to believe, that she 
vanted only the soft air- of Italy to 
GS breath 
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breatbe an her for, a few months, to re- 
störe tliQse charms,. which her glass in- 
forms her she has absohitely lost. My 
guardian was persuaded tliat he should 
lose his gout, and be enabled again to 
dance a minuefc Miss Frances is firmly of 
opinion, that her rare and uneommon 
acquirements in the knowledge of me- 
dals, gems> and statues* cannot fail to 
gain her a wise man for a husband, in 
a country, so famed for paying a pro* 
per respect to all loversof thefinearts; 
and at her return, have her bust pre- 
sented to the public as a ram avis. Sh$ 
affeets to despise all persons, who canr 
not teil the difference between an Otho 
and a Louis, or say, upon viewing a 
gern, when it was engrayed, or whe- 
ther it is ancient or modern." 

, " The description of this lady," said 

N the prince, -^amuses me much ; I shall 

really be anxious to be introduced to 

' . her." 
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her." "I suppose," said Heniy, c< by 
this time, the breeze is blown over. I 
shall inform the amiable Miss Frances, 
that my brotber is here." 

He took leave of the Company, with 
a promise to return early in the evening; 
and Edward went to pay bis respects to 
bis guardian. Soon after, thearrival of 
Maria, Vaucluse was announc'd. Marlbro 
and Charles had bcen about six leagues 
to meet her. She was reccived by the 
fathers with transportsof joy ; theprince 
thought she rivalled Gencvieve. All 
was harmony and pleasure, and the rc- 
xnaiuder of the day was spent in inex- 
pressible delight. In the evening', 
Henry joined them, as did the Mac- 
donald family ; a general iutroduc- 
tion took place, and a more agreeable 
party never met. Henry was particu- 
lariy Struck by the mild and placid 
charms of Mary Macdonald, of Ton e 
G 6 del 
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del Greco, but distinguished by Charles 
as the lady of the beach. 

The next mornkig, Henry came, fulf 
of his intended presentation of Miss* 
Frances. He informed his brother and 
Monsieur Vaueluse, that he had made 
the lady believe, that one of the first 
princes in Italy had heard of her un- 
common abilittesin the study of me4als r 
and was dying with anxiety to have 
the pleäsure of paying his respects ta 
her, and, if she*would give hini leave, 
lie would appoint an early hour that 
day. His guardkn*, he said, had la- 
boured to persuade her that it could 
not be any such thing, and that he on- 
lymeantto teazeher; but, havingcon- 
Tinced him it was the prince who was 
at Monsieur Vaueluse'», that had ex- 
pressed such an ardent desire to be in- 
troduced to her, he said no more, but 
that he wished tö know from Edward^ 

wbethäT 
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wliether it was so, or not, as hc could 
hardly believe that a prince troubled 
himsclf about such old cankcr-eatca 
nonsense, as broken Nigers, Pertinaxes, 
Pupienuses, and Caesars, with a long 
rigmarole parcel of stufF, whether itwas 
Adlocutio,' or Adlodutio ; but Edward, 
he said, had confirmed what he had 
told her, and she had sent him, with 
a fjall budget of compliments to the 
prince, a like number to Madame Vau- 
cluse, and the young ladies ; and to 
say, she should «be happy to have the 
honor of receiving them with Fitzallan, 
any time that morning. 

In less than half an hour, the ladies, 
attended by Edward, went ; and were 
received by the old gentleman, his la- 
dy, and Miss Frances, with an immense 
deal of ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. Aker- 
worth were extremely pleased with 
their visitors, and expressed the highest 

appro- ' 
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approbation of Fiteallan's choice, he 
having introduced Genevieve as his 
spouse elect They promised to add 
to the circle of their friends, as soon as 
they were a little recovered from the 
fatigue o£ their journey, and the grief 
Mrs, Akerworth feit for the loss of her 
dear little Fudge. Madame Vaucluse 
desired her by no means to grieve for 
a poor little auimal, whose place she 
Qould immediately supply with a most 
lovely one, which her daughter Maria 
hadbrought home for a lady, who had 
left Florence, before she arrived, and 
■p the little creature should be instantly 
i. A sent for, if she would accept it. She 
xepiied, she should be for ever obliged, 
as it would serve to divert her miiuL 
*. Edward sent one of the servauts to fetch 
> it, and Genevieve presented it to her. 
"Now, thatis something like a dog," 
SÄtd %he old gentlernan ; " my dear 
Susan* don't think any piore about 

what 
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what cannot be rccovered, but transfer 
your regard to this little thing, who 
will not fail to divert yoiu" 

Miss Frances was in raptures with it, 
and said, she should gaze at it, with as 
much extacy, as she should at a first 
brass of Vitellius. After a deal more 
such trifling discourse, Miss Frances 
was desired by her uncle and aunt to 
return with the ladies, and make their , 
compliments to Monsieur Vaucluse. 
This was just what Henry desired, and, 
with the ladies* returned the female 
virtuoso. She was about forty, tall, and 
yery thin ; with a brown complexion, 
black eyes, long face, withjhigh cheek . 
bones, and very bad teeth, She was 
dressed in an elegant French travel- 
ling dress, of pale pink silk ; on her 
head, a sinall grey English beaver hat,, 
placed over a light brown wigj #nd the 
whole (toute-nsemble of her. person 

was 
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was, as she thought, strikingly capti- 
vating.. 

The prince, Monsieur Vaucluse, the 
father, and young Marlbro-', were wait- 
ing to receive her. Henry took her 
hand, and, with all the solemn pomp 
of a great man, introduced the bloom- 
ing Miss Frauces to the prince. He 
accosted her with all the becoming dig^ 
a^nity that marked his character, and 
Va* not, at the same time, alittle pro- 
fuse in his campliments, of the won- 
derful accomplishments he had been 
told she possessed, and the profound 
knowledgeshe had of a study, that was, 
even by 'gentlemen, regarded asdry, 
fearned, and abstruse, She returned 
his compliments in the most scientific 
manner ; said, that she shouid think 
nothing of a journey to the antipodes, 
so she could, ät the enti of it, enjoy 
the pteäsure of conversing with a gen- 

tleman, 
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tleman, who had a taste for her darling 
amusement. The prince highly ex- 
tolled her unexampled pursuit, saying, 
it was such, as notie but indiviriuals 
of sound sense aiid uncommon abilities 
could attain to ; and he should, at all 
times, be happy to render her all thö 
assistance in his power, towards fuf*» 
nishing her cabinet, which he did not 
in the least doubt would be superiof 
ofitskind. *0 

Miss Frances was in raptures witfc 
the prince, declared she would not pur- 
chase a single medal, withoutfirst Con- 
sulting him upon it, as she meant tö- 
niake, before she returned to England, 
one of the cowipletest collections, that 
had beep ever formed. TheEnglish 
coins, she ridicule&much, and, in that 
particular, she coincided with, Pinker- 
ton, whom'she hoped, at'her return, to 
rival, in every respect The prince 
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niost admirably kept his countenance, 
and as he spoke pretty good English, the 
bad French of Miss Frances, or the worse 
Italian, was not called forth, though 
Harry wanted much to make her speak 
both ; but to this the gentleman had 
objected, saying, her blundevs would 
overturn their gravity. 

The ladies were extremely amused 
with her, and Madame Vr.ucluse re- 
quested her to wave all ccremony and 
tetthem see her as ofceu as possible, 
and to prevail upoa her uncle and 
aunt to do so Hkewise. This she pro- 
nriscd, as she said, she was certain she 
could not feel any felicity, when ab- 
sent frora the prince. This speech to- 
tally destroyed the composure of Hen- 
ry aud Fitzallan, who, looking archly 
at the prince, said, " Did I not teil 
you so ? Over head and ears, by Jupi- 
ter P andset up a laugh. The ladiea 

alarmed* 
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alarmed, lest Miss Franc es should di- 
vine the cause of their mirth, looked 
earnestly towards the window, and 
exclaimed; " Lörcl blessme 1 overhead 
and ears sure enough," pointing to a 
hog-driver, who, at that raoment, 
happened to be passiug, with an unruly 
pig ön his Shoulder, screeehing most 
unmercifully. The whole Company 
looked that way, and had their laugli 
out, at the expence of the pig, Soogi 
after MissFrancestook her Jeave, Harry 
and Edward attending her. 

At her return to Mr. and Mrs. 
Akerworth's, she overwhelmed them 
with a torrent of applauses of the Com- 
pany, to which her dear Henry had 
introduced her. The prince was a di- 
vinity — a man of the most profound 
erudition, with a person that would 
rival Apollo's. " Did I not teil you, 
sir," turning to her uncle> " that, in 
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France, Tuscany, and Italy, we shoulcf 
meet with beings worthy to be rankecl 
among men, and not such a set of 
vulgär barbarians as our öwn country- 
men, who know nothing beyond the 
gaming- table, their bottles, and their 
wenches ? Learning and polrteness 
have been long since banished from 
our island, and it is a moot point, 
irhether there ever was any in it. I 

?£&& *&* sure ^ lat » * n *'" s countr y> wc shall 
begin to live ; and; when we are a little 
settled, and I begin to form my collec- 
tion, we sha!l be ready to hang our- 
selves, to think we have murdered so 
many years of our lives among. such & 
set of brutes." 

" For God's sake! Frances," said 
Mrs. Akerworth, " do, be a little ra- 
tional ; I shall be happy, if you can 
make your words good ; for, hitherto, 
our journey has been scratching and 

tearing; 



H 

i* 



HORRORS OF VENTOLIENE. 141 

tearing to pieces all the customs, man* 
ners, and persons we have been 
amoßg&t, since we lost sight of the 
clifFs of Dover." " Aye, but we are 
now," said she, " got into a new re- 
gion, and the air we breathe, as philo- 
sophers teil us, acts upon the persons 
of ?aen in a surprising degree." 

4i And lipon women too, God 
knows, " said the old gentleman. " Oh 
Lord! sir," said she, "you will, Ifear, * 
be always the same ; but I hope my 
aunt will feel tlie good effects of it, if 
you don't." " I hope not," said he> 
" if she is to be as much metamor- 
phosed as you are likely tobe." 

Miss Frances was angry at this, and 
left the roora. Edward then delivered 
tbe Kompliments of the prince and the 
other gentlemen, and informed him, 
they wotyld next day wait upon him. 
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"I shall be happy," said he, " to see 
those gentlemen, who can persuade 
that nonsensical woman not to make 
such a fool of herseif. " 

Harry laughed tili he was ready to 
drop, at the ridiculous ideas of Miss 
Frances, and told Mr. Akerworth, that 
nothing could contribute so much to 
his, and his aunt's amusement, as in- 
dulging her in her present conceit; 
:,* and| as her fortune was large, and no 
™ man, he was certain, would be plagued 
with her, she might as well spend it in 
the collection of coins, as in any other 
more idle pursuit. Mr. Akerworth told 
Edward, he should w T ith the greatest 
pleasure eultivate an acquaintance with 
Monsieur Vaucluse, and the father ; 
as he greatly admired the ladies, and 
was led to think he could not have 
aaade a better choiee. He was sorry, 
he said ; the other. girl was engaged, as 
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she would .have been a charming wifc 
for Harry. 

*' Ah, never mind him, sir," sard 
Edward ; "I think he will find a wife 
to yoi*r wishes before he returns. You 
must be among the circle of monsieur's 
friends, and then try whether you can ? t 
pitch upon onefor him." Well, well, 
boys, Ishallsee." Edward soon took 
fcis leavc. 

That day, they were engaged at the 
Macdonalds' ; the next was spcnt in 
visiting Mr. and Mrs. Akerworth ; and 
the French Opera ; the day after was 
appointed for a dinner party at M. Vau- 
cluse's, at which were the Macdonalds, 
the Akerworths, the prince, with Pas- 
quinelli, Charles, Mr. Pupont, his 
friend, and Frederic. After dinner, 
the frolicsome Henry wanted to show 
off the aoeoroplishments of Miss Fran- 



V- 
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ces ; but the ladies opposed it, and a 
«dance was substituted. Tbe prince 
desired he might have the honor of 
erranging the Company, which he did. 
Mr. Macdonald took the hand of Mr& 
Akenvortb, who, though old, did not' 
decline it ; Signor Pasquinelli, that of 
Mrs. E. Macdonald ; Mrs. Macdonald, 
Mr. Dupont; Charles, Miss Macdo* 
nald ; Henry, the lady of the beach ; 
Fitzallan, Genevieve ; Marlbro', Ma- 
ria ; Frederic, Mr. Vaucluse ; and last> ' 
tÄough not least, the prince, and Miss 
Frances. Father Gregory, Mr. Akef- 
worth, and M. Vaucluse, engaged ia 
conversation, .which ended in thefr 
approbation of the choice the young 
people had made of partners, and 
which they hoped soon to see imited. 

Tims fied the evening in mutual 
pjeasure. At a rational hour, the Com- 
pany broke up. Miss Frances was 

nearly 
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öearly out of her senses with joy m y she 
set down the prince as her future 
spouse, and ran over in her mind what 
vast elegant collect ion of medals, statues, 
gems, and pictures, she would have, 
such as should set at nought all com- 
petitors ; and fondly anticipated the 
splendor, with which she should return 
to England, when Princess of Bononu 

Three clays after this, an express 
arrived from Count Krauntzic, at Tu- 
rin, in answer to father Gregory's let- 
ter ; likewise a letter from Mr. Dain- 
ville, stating, that the count lay dan- 
gerously ill, and requested that Charles 
and Frederic would lose no time in 
reaching Turin. Expresses, he said, 
had been sent, a fortnight betöre, to 

■ London, Paris, Vienna, Florence, 
Rome, Naplcs, and Venice, to-endca- 
Vour to find either one, or both of them, 
and.get them to return immediately, 

...Vol. III. U ^ 
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• the life of the count had be^n in 
mnninent danger for some inonths ; 
but bis complaints had rapidly in- 
creased for the iast six weeks. Tfaat 
from the count, by his secretary, said, 
the present State in wbich the count 
was, wholly precluded him from giving 
his consent to the union of his sons, 
and requested their immediate retunu 

The young men, alarmed at the un- 
happy State of their father, lost not a 
moment in prepäring for their depar- 
ture ; but it was agreed, that, as soon 
as the Macdonalds left Florence, Äf. 
Vaucluse and his party should accona- 
pany them to Turin. The prince also 
promised to join them there. Charles 
took a tender leav« of his Juliana, and 
they set out, When they arrived at 
Turin, they found the count in the 
greatest danger, but sensible. The 
presence of his sons appeared to gl«, 
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&im the most heartfelt satisfaction ; 
he was raised in the bed by the domes- 
tics ; his sons knelt to hitii, and im- 
plored his pardon. He embraced, and 
forgave them, saying he was happy 
once more to behold them, as their ab- 
«ence had reduced him to the State in 
which they found him. He mildly re- 
proved both, but said he feared he was 
as much to blame as they had been ; 
but now he would endeavour to forget 
what was passcd ; and, to make his last 
hour comfortable, he desired they would 
not leave his apartment, as he had 
much to say. They both assured him, 
that being fully sensible of thcir faults, 
nothiog should inducc them to offcnd 
again. 

Charles asked after the countess. 

"Tbe countess !" 'said his falber, 

"what do you mean?" " Is not 

Mädan^e Brisac," said Charles, " owx 

.■ J W* wV Ha iswftV«- 
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mother-in-law? we were inforined, she 
was to be so, and naturally concluded 
we should have to pay our respects to 
her, as such." 

"Ah! my boys, how much you 
have been misled! you know not the 
worth of that amiable woman ; she is 
niore than deserving all the rank I 
could raise her to, but her heart is too 
generous to take ad van tage of any 
man's love. She is still Single, and 
more worthy than ever of our esteera # 
Mine is not the only title she has re- 
fused ; she prefers peace and humble 
retifement to all the glare of fäshion- 
able greatness. She is afraid of expe- 
riencing again the treatment »he re- 
ceived from the unfeeling Brisac, and 
that induces her to continue with/her 
father, who has remained at Turia ever 



since." 



Frederie 
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Frederic feit a satisfaction, which it 
would be difficult to describe, at liear- 
ing Mrs- Brisac was still single , but, 
when hefound that the Count's illness 
arose from their unkind behaviour in 
quittinghim, his heart smote him, and 
Iie regarded himself as little less than 
bis murderer. Charles was nearly as 
much affected as he, and when the ser- 
vants had left the room, he burst into 
tears, and again knelt to his parent. 
The count bade him rise, saying, he 
had long since forgiven him, and whe- 
ther he did, or did not, recover from 
his iliness, he should find thafe their 
happiness would he preferred to his 

They then related to their father, at 
bis request, in what manner, and where 
they had spent the time of their ab- 
sence. The incidents they . «ecited 
seemed to divert his mind, and give 
113 \tftfsv 
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liim temporary ease. The descriptkm 
Charles gave of Miss Macdonald, with 
the resemblance she bore to Mrs. Bri-» 
sac, seemed to please him, and lie wish- 
ed he might recover, to see both hi& 
sons happy. He said, he had found 
in the society of Mr. Dainville and hia 
family every solace it was in his powes 
to receive ; Mr. Dainville, he said r 
would be with him soon, and bring his 
daughter with him. Frederic's hearfc 
jQuttered ; Charles was composed ; his' 
thoughts reverted to his Juliana ; but 
both fervently prayed for their parent'a 
recovery. 

About twohours after dinner, (which 
they had taken in their father's apart- 
ment,) Mr. Dainville was: announced. 
He was extremely happy, when he saw 
the young men, and congratulated 
them on their return. His famiif , he., 
said, were all well, but very -much aft-- 

flicted 
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flicted at the Count's illness. A|rs. 
Brisac had come.with hira, and bis 
daughter-in-law, to pay their respects 
to the count ; but hearing they were 
with bim, had declined Coming up. 
The- Count, whose spirits were much 
better, begged Mi 1 !, Dainville to desire 
the ladies to come to him, he went, 
and returned with tbem. They ex- 
pressed much satisfaction at seeihg the 
brothers, andsaid, theysincerely hoped 
they would not elope again, as they 
were sure nothing could accelerate the 
recovery of their father so niucl) as 
their presence.. 

The ladies were very. glad to see 
such a vast alteration for the better in 
bis lordship, and began to entertaia ' 
bopes that he would regain his health. 
The physician Coming in, was agrfce- 
ably surprised at seeirigsuch a wonder- 
ful change, in so short a time j especi- 
; H4 *&} 
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ally as he had the day before pronoun-* 
ced the count'ß life in the utmost dan- 
ger, he having kept his bed near twa 
months, and it being a nervous fever, 
it had baffled all medicine. He had 
been prevailed upon to takte two glasses 
of wine, and, though extremely weak, 
had set up in his bed near three hours* 
Theystayedsometime, and werehappy > 
at their departure, to see his lordship's, 
spirits, instead of decreasing, increase* 
They requested the Company of the 
young men the next day for a few 
hours, if the father could part with 
them, which his lordship promised to 
do, if he remained better. 

When theladies were gone, heseem-* 
cd inclined to rest , he feil into a sweet 
sleep, and reposed for many hours^ 
Cfiarles and Frederic retired to a double 
bedded room, adjoining their father s> 
having given Orders ta he awaked, if 

hs 
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he enquired for them ; but they were 
not disturbed, and the next day, they 
had the pleasure of seeing him in a fair 
way of recovery. His ideas had under- 
gone an entire revolütion ; the sight 
of his sons had done away the gloomy 
reflections which dwelt upon his mind, 
and he lost all apprchensions of not liv- 
rng to be blest with the society of his 
children ; they werc returned, and hc 
was happy. 

They breakfastecl with him, and he 
desired they would pay a visit to Mr. 
Dainville. Charles immediately assent- 
ed, but Frederic rather wished to stay 
with his father, as he could hot recon- 
cile himself to the idea of its beiiig hi£ 
real wish for him to go there, and h§ 
was resolved never to offend him again. 
His father saw the generous struggle 
in the breast of his son ; he admired 
it, and was determined, from that mo- 
U5 ment 



#. 
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ment to unite him to Mrs. Brisac, if it 
could possibly be accomplished. Füll 
of this, he permitted Charles to go 
alone, but desired him to make Fred- 
eric's excuses to the ladies,. and bring 
Dainville back with him, as he had 
something of moment to impart to him. 

When Charles was gone, the count 
reverted to the time of Frederic's leav- 
ing Turin, and desired he would more 
fully enter into the circumstances that 
had occurred to him since that period, 
which the young man did. The count 
knew not what to think of the society 
at Bononi. He said, he had heard of 
it, but never could learn any particu- 
lars. The scenes which Frederic rela- 
ted he had seen there, subsequent to 
those at Ventoliene, amazed him ; ha 
longed to see the prince and fatlier 
Gregory, as he should much wish to 
laecome a member, The account of 

Owen 



y£i 
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Owen.shocked him much, but con~ 
firrned the opinion he had always enter- 
tained, that the damned rest not ; and, 
from the bare conversatioa of his son, 
he was become an absolute convert to 
the father's doctrine, to whom he de- 
sired him to send, and request he might 
see'him at Turin, as soon as possible. 
This command pleased Frederic, as he 
had not the least doubt of the father's 
hastening his journey. 

Charles was, inthemeantime, agree- 
ably amused at Mr. Dainville's,. who re- 
ceived him with the greatest pleasure. 
The ladics were earnest in their enqui- 
ries afterthe count and Frederic. The 
relation he gave ofthe vast change 
fbr the better in his father gave plea- 
sure to all, and they began to indulge 
the most flattering hopes. 

The ladies withdrew in about a quar- 
H 6 ter 
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ter of an hour. Charles then asked 'Mr. 
Dainville some particulars respecting 
Iiis father's illness. He informed him, 
that on the morning wheri Frederic 
was taken ill, the count had made an 
öffer of bis hand and fortune to Mrs. 
Brisac ; but that she, as well as him- 
Seif, had politelydeclined it ; not from 
motives of dislike, but from the very 
Same that had actuated her in the re- 
fusal rf himself. The count had made 
us& of every argument that could be 
devised, to shake her resolution, but in 
vain. At leaving them, he dcsired that 
the intimacy between the families might 
not suffer by this circumstance ; and, 
though she had negatived his Visits as> 
a lover, yet he flattered himself she 
would not refuse to admit him as a 
frienef: This was consented to. At 
his return to the hotel, he was greatly 
surprised to find his son in such a short 
time so very ill Every ad vice was 

procured ; . 
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procured ; but a delirium, with alarm- 
ing appearances, baffled their skill for 
some weeks, during which time, his 
father had discovered the State of bis 
heart He saw, he feit for, and pitied 
him ; and nothing was left undone, to 
make him understand that the count 
was sensible of it, and would try tore- 
lieve his anguish ; but he was lost to 
every thing, and they at last thought 
it möst advisable not to say any thing 
more upon the subject, tili the course 
of the fever was abated, and he might 
be composed ; but this was not for some 
weeks, 

At iength, he gathered strength tö 
walk frdm room to room, but obstinate- 
ly persisted in a gloomy silence. His 
preceptor had agreed to seize the first 
moment thafoffered to let him know 
vhat had passed, and his father's in- 
tentions concerning him. 1 But at the 

. t,uxve 
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time when they wereied-to hopeforai* 
opportunity, he privately left the hotel ; 
and, notwithstandingeverysearch that 
was made r coulcl not be found. This 
misfortune, added to what the count 
feit for lüs other son, and his own dis- 
appointments, brought on a violent fit 
ofillness, fromwhich, afterfourmonths 
confinenient, hc was restored ; but his^ 
health did not continue long, for, find- 
ing no intelligence could be received 
of either of his children,. he feil ill o£ 
a ncrvous fever, which had been con- 
tinually increasing, to the time the let- 
ters came from Florence. The joy of 
: *i«eceiving them had nearly been fatal, 
lüs spirits being so weak, as to be inca- 
pable of enduring any partic ular severe ; 
but they were happy, he said, to fiüd 
so pleasing a change, which. they trust- 
ed would eontinue. Mrs. R he said;. 
had condemned herself for being thougV 
uniatentionally, the cause of so muchr 

uneasi- 
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uneasiness to so good and generous a 
man as the count, whosc happiness 
they should ever consider as their own. 

Charles then related to Mr. Dainville 
whatever had occured to him, and the 
prospect he had of being happy with 
a lady, who was, he thought, the re- 
presentative of M rs. Brisac. This gavc 
much pleasure to M. Dainville, and he 
was certain it would to his preceptoiy 
who had been the constant attendant 
of the count. Charles said, he should 
»ever be sufficiently grateful to him 
and the good doctor, for their kind at- 
tention to his father; but himself and 
his brother should niake it their study 
tQ -return it by every means in their 
potrer. He then delivered hia father's 
Siessage, and they took leave of thö 
]*Üfes, with a promise of bringing Fred* 
Ciic the next day. 



:Ä 
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Mr. Dainville and Charles returned 

to the count, whom they found agree- 

ably amuscd witlx the relation Frederic 

had given of his adventures. The doc- 

torhad joined them a little before, and 

had listened with the greatest attention 

to some anecdotes of father Gregory 

and the prince, whom he wished much 

to see. While Frederic was writing 

the letters, the count, the preceptor, 

. and Mr. Dainville, were engaged in 

■ r fcarne&t conversation respecting him, 

The count said, he had desired the 

Company of Mr. Dainville, on purpose 

to make a proposal to him about his 

son Frederic ; which was, that he woujd 

use the influence he had over Mrs. Bri- 

sac, to induce her to accept his hand. 

- She was not ignorant of the sincere 

^attachment he had evinced for her; 



and, as one of his sons was likely 1 
happy in the object of his choice, he 
had an ardent desire to see his other 

so 
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so likewise, and by so doing, it woulct 
secure bis peace, and be tbe means of 
restoring himself to bealth ; and he the 
more earnestly desired to promote it, 
as he witnessed the struggle bis son 
had N to conquer his hopeless passiön. 
He thought, he said, that she could 
not possibly object to him, as he had 
neither title por fortune to boast of, 
superior to her own. His income 
would be only twelve hundred a year; 
therefore, he hoped she would not ob- 
ject to givc him the right to call her 
daughter-in-law. 

Mr. Dainvillewas so much surprised 
at this proposal, so wholly unexpected, 
that he kncw not what to say ; but, 
being preßsed by the doctor to give 
hi§ consent, he acquiesccd and promi- 
sed to say every thing in his po\ver ? tÖ 
prevail uponhis daughterto admitthe 
addresses of Frederic, though he woulct . 



l 
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not, by any means, vouch for the suo 
€essofit This point settted, the count 
and the preceptor, who loved bis pupil. 
with the fondiiess of a parent, enjoyed. 
as much pleasure in the thought of 
being the t means, (though unknown to 
him.) of his felicity, as if they were to 
have been placed in the füll possess- 
ion of all their wishes. They agreed 
to keep the whole a seciet from Frede» 
ric, tili M. Dainville had seen whether 
he was likely to sueeeed with Mrs. Bri- 
sac. He promi&ed most faithfully to 
executehis commission, and to use the 
whole of bis influence to prevail upon 
her to accede to their wishes, and said 
nothing could so much contribute ta 
his future felicity as the pride of ha- 
ving his child united to such a noble 
family, wluose virtaes would reflect ho* 
nor on any rank, much uiore on hish— 
he left them soou after to execute his. 
negociation* 

ThÄ 



HÖBROKS OF VENTÖLIENR 163 

The count continued to mend daily> 
and in less than a week from that time,. 
he was able to sit up to dinner. Tliree 
days after, they were agreeably surpri- 
sed, at receiving a line from father 
Gregory, intimating the anival of 
himself and family at Turin. Charles 
and Frederic immediately waited on 
them. The former had been led to 
expect his Juliana, but was disap* 
pointed ; the Vaucluse family and 
Fitzallan only were arrived, as Mr. 
Macdonald's could not conveniently 
feave Florence for a fortnight ; but, 
as they had nothing to detain them, 
änd Edward wished to be with his sis- 
ter, they set off. The prince meant to 
johl them in a few days, and proceed 
wkh them to England, at which place 
it had been agreed for Genevieve to. 
give her hand to Fitzallaii, and Maria 
hers to Marlbro'. Mr. Akerworth was 
eaijuired for, and the lovely Miss Fran«* 
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ces. Edward said, heknewnothowthe 
prince would come off in that quarteiv 
for the lady was most desperate!} ii» 
love with him. 

- Harry was quite in despair, as alt 
ihe diversion I16 had promised himself 
was absolutely negatived, and he fear- 
ed he should be doonied to make the 
tour of Italy, in the Company of his 
enehanting cousin,, without the relief 
of the prince or any other good chari- 
table person* Harry, he said, had by 
the consent of his guardian, made a 
formal declaration of his passion to Mr.. 
Macclonald, who had agreed to bestow 
on him the hand of his daughter, witht 
ten thousand pounds, immediately iip- 
ou his return from the continent ; and 
he made no doubt that he would now 
play off his- tricks so effcctually upoi* 
Miss Frances,. as- to induce thcm.;to 
retura muck sooner than was at fiä 

pro] 
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proposed ; especially as thc prince 
meant to go to England, and leave 
her collection to be madc, when she 
retunied princess of Bononi, which shc 
firmly believed would be the casc. Af- 
ter au hour spent togethcr, they return- 
cd, accompanied by the father, M. 
Vaucluse, and Fitzallan. The count 
and the doctor received theip with 
great satisfaction ; they were profuse 
in their acknowledgcments of the ob- 
ligations they were under, forthe good 
advice and assistance they had given 
Frederic. The day passed in the most 
agreeable manner. 

•-, 

In the evening, the yoimg men left 
"the Company, to pay their respects to 
the ladies, and apologi.se for the longer 
absence of their friends. Frederic said, 
be Witt much happier than he had been 
fo* TBime time, as the recovery of hts - 
fether was the fest wish pf Ins heart. 
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4 'And the second," said the arch Ge~ 
uevieve, " is, that you may meet with 
a Mrs. Brisac. Could I see the lady, 
I think I could pcrsuade her to let that 
fine face of yours be decked with 
saniles." 

Maria joinedlier sister in requestingfo 
be introduced, that they might endea- 
vour to pre vail upon her to bekind. ' c You 
know not what you ask," said Charles: 
4t Mrs. Brisac is notyoung ; she dges 
not wish to be again in the world : she 
stfffered so much from one man, that 
she doubts the professions of all ; there- 
fotß 4 I think Frederic had better go to 
England with you, and see whethef he 
cannot, among the fair Isländers, me$t 
with a lady who will not be so cruel*" 

" I will most glaxlly take him there^" 

said Fitzallan ; i ' and,- if he will place 

i himself 
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himself under my care, I hav€ not the 
least <loubt of succeeding." 

Frederic thankcd them, and deelined 
their ofFers ; but said, he was certain 
the ladies would be introduced to the 
the Dainvilles, before they left Turin. 
Charles and his brother soon took their 
leave, and went to Mrs. Brisac. She 
received them with her usual politeness, 
but seemed much embarrassed when 
Frederick took her hand, and he appear- 
ed no less so ; but her brother and his 
wife Coming in, a general conversation 
ensued. Mr. Dainville's sisters, at 
whose house Mrs. Brisac had resided, 
a short time after her liberation ftom 
her husband, was, he found, de;ad. 
Her fortune, which was large, he had 
divided between Mr. Dainvi.le and his 
two daughters : in consequence of this 
fcequest, they had agreed to reskle all 
together at Turin, especiidly as young 
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Dainvitle's lady preferred it to France* 
They lived, though in »eparate hoteis, 
as one family* 

Mr. Dainville was in high spirifcj, 
rallied his daughters much, and, wben 
he found the Vaucluse family were 
arrived, said, they must go immediately 
and leave their rfames, if they coulcl 
not see the ladies. He pressed this 
with so much earnestness, that they 
were fain to comply. He said, he had 
no idea of frivolous ceremony ; they 
were a family he wished much to be 
acquainted witb, and Mrs. Brisac, 
whose embarrasment still continued, 
was glad to have an excuse,to leave 
the gentlemen. They, therefore order- 
ed the coach, and set out. Wlien they 
were gone, Charles desired the two 
Mr. Dainville's to accompany them 
back to the count, which they did. 
Father Gregory was • still tberej, they 

were 
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weve reciprocaUy introduced, and the 
count was, in this agreeable Company, 
quite restored ; the satisfaction which 
beamed upon kis countenance, and 
that of Mr. Dainville, oonvinced 
Charles there was something passing 
between those gentlemen that he was 
unacquainted with* A long and very 
interest.ing conversation took place, 
respelting the society at Bononi; The 
count expressed a wish to becoirie ar 
member of it. Father Gregory said, 
at his-returnfrom Engiandi he woijld 
not fail to gratify him. From that 
evening, the days were spent in the 
möst agreeable manner, by the -diflfer- 
ent families. The ladies had seen eaeji 
other, and, had not Fitzallan ,been 
anxious to return to England* thejf 
would have becn happy to have spen.^ 
sonie time at Turin ; but he ^vyas anisQi? 
able at every delay, as his sistec.^ad so 
VqlJIL : . . .1 : . . : ear^gjtly 
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earhestly pressed hfe return, The de- 
ranged State of Owen's affairs, heknew» 
wotfld take up some time to regulate, 
and, tili Mrs. Owen was happy, he 
cöuld not think of being so himself. 
He, therefbre, urged the departure of 
M. Vafccluse ai*d father Gregory ; but, 
at the request of the count, he was 
prevailed upon to defeT his journey tili 
the arrrval of the prince, who was hou*» 
Jy expected. 

On the day precedtng that cm wtiicfc 
Edward meant to go, he came ; and» 
two days after, to their amazement, 
<fce Macdonalds and Akerworths. 
Harry had succeeded, in kicking up, 
48 he called it, a precious row, with 
Miss Frances, by telling her, he was 
certain she was forsaken by the prince ; 
his scheine succeeded to his wish, and 
she declarcd, that, sooner than she 
wocf,^ go through Italy with such an 

^patant, 
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Ignorant, ilibred, scandalous fellow, 
she would return to England barefoot. 
Unding «he was determined, Mrs* 
Akerworth prevailed upon her hüsband 
to join the Macdonalds ; for, she had 
been so many yeärs accustomed to 
have Miss Frances manage all her do 
mestic concerns, that she did not know 
how te do withont her, This was a 
pressing arg«ment, and the old gentle* 
man thought it better to comply, than 
go on> aml have nothing but wrang- 
ling and jangling all the way, as Miss 
Frances vowed the most terrific ven~ 
geance against Harry, for daring to sajf 
the princ« had forsaken her.. > 

T 

Under aU those Weighty reasonsj* 
they had freached Turii). Young MarP 
brö' hastened'to pay his respccts, witfr 
Charles, to whom Mfe4 Frances related 
her grievances ; and then Harry playerf 
her off on anotlfer quft*ter^ Ä ^sayitrs;^ 
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that she differed very widely from every 
lady in romance ; for, she had literally 
run after theprince, and how shocking 
that was to a man of delieacy, to have 
the lady pursue hirn ! He was certain 
theprince would think as he did, and 
he would advise, now she had.goneso 
far, to keep her resentment to herseif. 
She was so much offended at his re- 
marks, that she declared she would box 
his ears. Henry hearing tbis, thought 
it best to retreat, as he was sune she 
would put her threats into execution. 
When he was gone, Charles and.MarJ- 
borough did aud said all they coukl to 
compose her» and at length succeeded. 
To Charles she listened with pleasure, 
as he humoured her conceit. Marlbro*, 
she thought, favoured Henry too much, 
and declared, that, if he followed such 
au ungracious yoiiiig man 's example, 
he would make but a bad busband for 
the k>vely Maria) oj aay lady eise.—* 

Thcy 
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They r however, prevailed upon her, at 
last, to think na more about hitn, but 
permit the ladies to pay their respects 
to ■ herseif and aunt. She consented, 
and they came ; she received them in 
the most pompous manner, bat could 
not help saying, She thought the prince 
rather ungenteel,not to wait at Florence 
for her final decisiou, whether she 
meaut to continue there, or proeeed to 
Rome. Instead of which, he had left 
it, without intimating to her when he 
intended to return, and assist her in the 
Ifsearches she was about to make, and 
irhich it would be wholly out of her 
power to aecomplish without bis aid, as 
she had not found a Single gentleman, 
whose Information she could depend 
upon like his. The ladies pleaded tbe 
cause of the prince so efFectüally, that 
she promised to forget his want of gal- 
ten try, andjoin in their little päitifcs, 
I 3 during 
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during the short time they had ta 
stay. 

Monsieur Dupont, who had likewise 
come to Turin atthe request of Charles, 
undertook to procure her all the rare, 
and valuable medals he could select in 
Italy ; some few that he had in his own 
cabinet, which were RRRR, shoukl 
be at her service. This promise per-- 
frctiy rcconciled her, and all was ifc! 
unison immediately. Charles, Fred«M?/ 
Marlbro', Fitzallan, and Henry wäre» 
deslred by the count to arrange A 
splendid entertainment, which he mealit 
to give upon bis recovery and their 
return that day fortnight. This they 
set about with alacrity,and,in two days, 
near three hundred cards were sent tö? 



(I 



fferent famüies residing at Turin 
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While this was preparing, thfi. olct 
gentlemen seemed to -be equally busy 

about 
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about something, which ; they kept 
with mach care to themselves. The 
lad i es were engaged in orderingdresses ; 
but the count desired he might be per* 
mitted to choose onc für Mrs. Brisac. 
The notaries were employed, though 
none but the eiders knew about what. 
Miss Frances was dctermined to eclipsc 
the whole assembly, by the splendor' 
of her dress, and ransacked all Turin 
to procure the first French milliner to- 
form it. Three days prior to that on 
which the fete was to be given, the 
f öunt desired the prince, Pasquinelli, 
Charles, and Frederic to attend him in 
the library. When they entered, they 
were surprised at finding there Mr. 
Macdonald, Mr. Dainville, the doctor, 
and father Gregory. When they were 
seated, the count asked them Whether 
the preparations would be completed ' 
by the day appointed ? They replied, 
Yes. " Well then," said he, «it is 
1 4 BOW 
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now tiirie ; to show you that we on our 
parts have not been idle, and that what " 
we havfc planned to complete the 
festivity of the day, is in such a State 
of forwardness, as to want only each of 
your assents to finish it." 

The young men looked at each 
other, as if to ask what the count's V 
speech- meänt; but they all were ig 4 -*., 
nbrant of it. "Ahl" said Mr. Mac^ 
donald, "that eye enquiry won't cfcöi -/ 
you uvust refer to us for an expla«a^ •? 
tion." Charles said, He should be«f? 
extremely happy to obtain it. " WeÄ 
then," retürned the. count, " let us see* 
I think you told nie that nothing could 
so much contribute to your felicity, as 
being the husband of Juliana Mac- 
donald ?" I did, sir," answered he, 
-' " and I spoke the sentiments of niy 
heart. " '. 'Then now prove it, " said his 
father, '/by giving your consent, m 
f ;; the 



3 

i 
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the presence of this Company tareceive 
the hand ofthat lady, on Wednesday 
next, and set your hand to these 
writings" — pointing to some that ky 
on the table. 

Charles was astonished ; it wäsaplea-r 
sure hedid notexpectfor many months. 
He hesitäted, stammered, . and appeared 
absplutely confounded. "What makes 
ypuhesitate?" said hisfather; "if you 
4oq't Kke the lady, I know one that 
dfies,.. and will take her immediately." 
Charles recovering himself said, his em* 
barrassment arose from his happiness 
Coming so unexpectedly; if what was 
told him was realy meant,he should think 
fcimself blessed indeed; but he thought 
the lady ought to be appriscd of it. 
" Doiv't trouble yoursclf about that/' 
said the count; "she is införmed of it ■*£* 
by this time. I don't do thiags by 
haives ; so consent with ar good gruce, 
15 m& 
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and have done with it." "I do indeed 
consent," »aid he^ 

Poor Frederic fetched a heartfelt 
sigh, and said softly tohis brother, would 
to heaven I were as happy as you are." 
The last words were heard by his father. 
"That you shall be, my boy, if you will 
as readily consent tö take the wife I 
have selected för you, as Charles ha$ 
done." "I wish I could, sir,' 1 saidhi, 
"but that, you already know, rs outof 
my power." " I know not any suclv 
thing, " said the coun t ; i c you may b6 as- 
happy as your brother, if you thihk 
proper; but you are obstinate, and re- 
ject what would insure your felicity." 
4 l Pardon me air, " replied Frederi c, ' * I 
am sorry to disturb the content you pro- 
miseyöurself ; butyou are too well assu- 
redl cannot command my affectiöns." 
" But "suppose I command them," 
said the cotint ? — "I think Sir you will 

not 
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not be cruel enough to do that; you 
know what I have suffered already* and 
whatyoulurvefdtyourseif: therefore* 
pray, do not urge me: you may banish 
roefroin your presence, andthe society 
of yourfriends; that I could submit to; 
büt what you propose I canndt " ' # Thea 
I promise you," said bis father, "you 
will never be happy ; for unless you give 
your hand to the lady I have inade 
choice of,you see my face no more." 
"Be it so," answered Frederic, and he 
atro ve to suppress a tear. * * I know the 
duty I owe to hixn, whom, tili tfris mo- 
ment, I always regarded as the best of 
fathers; but I am sensible of the duty 
I owe rayself, and shall beg leave to be 
permitted to quit this roof for ever. 

"So säying, he- was about to leave the 

room, when, the count desired to ask 

him one question, before he went 

"Would you" said hf " beao obstmatly 

I 6 bent 
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benton refusiug to become a bride- 
groom, if the daughter of this- gentle- 
man could be brought to aecept you, 
wiüv all y our perverseness* c c Thaöf sir, 
said Fpederic, "isasubject, I dare not 
dfefell upon ; what i& impossible to ex- 
pect, I will »ofe admit." "There-is 
no impossibilily in the case," said his 
ikther. — ." Pardon *xne, sir, I cannot 
admit of what I dont believe, and I 
beg you willpermit ae to retire." 

Mr- Dainville then spoke, and said, 
he knew not what he should say to his 
daughter, as he had undertaken togain 
the consent of Frederic to peceive her 
aß his wife, at the exppess desire of the 
count, an honor he had.been Utile led; 
to expect, and his daughter had been 
brought to beiieVe thathis attachment 
* to her had ever been sincere, and she 
had given her consent* in consequence 
of it, to give her'hand to hijn at the 

samt* 
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same time Charles r'eceived that of 1 
Miss Maedonaldv 

Frederic and Charles appeared thun* 
derstruck. All they had heard seemed 
by the power of magic : however, they 
were, at last, made sensible, that what 
Mr. Dainvilie said was true, and that 
Mrs. Brisac, at the»earnest wish of the- 
count, consented to become the wifeof 
Frederic, and reside with her father-in- 
law, whose happiness, in future, de- 
pended 011 this union. Frederic, who, 
but a fcw minutes betöre was wishing 
for annihilation, was now, as if re- 
stored from death to life. He feil at 
the feet of his father, awd invoked' a 
thousand blessings onhishead. Whenu 
he was a little Gomposed, bis father< 
told hini, he inust stäy'and hear thäfc 
somebody eise was to be bappy as well 
as himself. ' ' Oh ! for the Almighty 's 

sake, 



: 
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sake," aaid he, " uiake every one so ' r 
for, yeu only possess the talent of do- 
ing it." 

Mr. Macdonald then addreseed sig- 
nor Pasquinelli. " Your merit, sir," 
said he, " first attracted the notice of 
iny sistef-in-law; herfortune is ample, 
and, as I approve her choice, and his 
bighness youra, I have to inform you, 
that, at the same time which presents- 
the count with two daughters, I shall 
be happy to give yoi* the hand of my 
sister; and* believe me, I shall rejoiccr 
in fcedng yoa böth happy. * 

* Tbesignorendeavoured to cxpress by 
irwds whafc he feit, bat his looks plain- 
ly evincedt the gratitude of his heart. 
The prince töolfc him by the hand, anc| 
said : V If yott are the worthy manl 
think you, regard mie in future as your 
bröth* and your friend." This was 

too 
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too much, and, to hide the tear of gra- 
titude, he abroptly quitted the room. 
To describe the happiness of all present 
would be useless; each enjoyed the 
prospect of felicity which was opening 
to view. The count was as happy as 
bis sons. The goodness of his heart 
Was such, that nothing so largely con- 
tributed to his peacc, as the tranquillity 
öf others. Ml Dainvüle, the doctor, 
^ and father Gregory, participated in his 
joy ; but none more so than Mr. Daia- 
ville, at the hope of his favorite child's 
happiness. The prmce desired he might 
he permitted to artend tlte gentlemen 
to the ladies, to apprise them of what 
had passed, and solicit the honor of 
being one of the bridesmen* Por tha 
jbke's sake, he said, he should detire 
the band of Miss Francis in the dance. 

The day preceeding the happy one 
vas spent by the ladies in arranging 

the 
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the particulara of their dress for the- 
ball» Mrs. Brisac, at her earaest re~ 
qpest, weiit to the altar in: a piain suit 
of white taffety.. Mrs. Macdonald'* 
the same ; but herniece was uiore ele* 
gantly dressed, in a white robe ornar 
mented with siiver crescents ; her hair 
bonnd in with a crape and siiver net..- 
The bridal dresses for the evening were 
strikingly splendid. That selected for» 
Mrs. Brisac Iby thfr count was arjclv 
gold striped crape, most - beantifuUy 
örnamented with embroidery of myrtle 
and roses. The head dress, a chaplefe 
of the same, btaided' in by a string o£ 
peärls — pearl necklace and earrings.; 
Mrs. Macdonald's was white satin M'ith- 
gold rosebuds; htx head dress, an em- 
lyroidered handkerchief, in gold, a la 
türque; diamond necklace and earring^: 
Miss Frances's was süperb beyond de- 
scription, but toore calculated to dis- 

. P la y 
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play profüsion than taste or elegance. 
The Miss Vaucluses chose robes of 
white spangledi täftety ; their hair, of 
which they had a profüsion, was braid- 
ed with pearis. Mrs. Vaucluse's, a 
piain raitof white sattin trimmed tfüth 
silver fuh Mrs. Macdonald's smiüar, 4 
Mrs. Akerworth's ditto, but without 
für. The lady of the beach, an Eng* 
Hsh dress of white sattin and" crapej 
intermtxed with gold stripes. A {jan* 
deau of diamonds, neclace and earrings 
of the same. The junior madame Dain- 
vilfe's was the counterpart. The gen- 
tlemen were all piain, but elegantly 
dressed. A grand cavalcade of coachet 
attended them to church, which was 
so immensely thronged, that it was 
with the greatest difficulty tlfty cogldT 
returti. ^ : . . « 4 

The gentlemen had otder'ed rfnniiU 
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dred guineas to be distributed among 
the poor in the neighbourhood of the 
count'a hoteV and the like number in 
thatof Mr. Dainville's. M. Dainville 
junior had the direction of it; bis lady 
lidded twenty guineas to the bequest 
Ti» day and evening flewon rapid 
wing&r Miss Frances was in- raptures, 
at the admiration she thought her per« 
9on and dress excited, but which wa* 
in reafity directed to thß preposterou* 
decorations of it. 

Heury, ever mischievous, longed ta 
play her a trick, for which purpose, he 
gotayoungman, of a dispositionsimilar 
to bis own, to pretend to be most vio- 
Iently inlove with her, and to resent 
the attentions paid her by the prince, 
whom he knew to be fairly tired of bis» 
partner; This friend of Harry's no^ 
soouer saw the prince had quitted Miss. 
Stances^ which Henry had previously 

desixedl 
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tfesired bim to do, than he hastened 
up to pay his devoirs, and request the 
honor of attending her, tili her partner 's 
return, which he took eure should not 
be soon. She was delighted with his 
compliments, and was never in such 
good humour, every thing conspiring, 
as she thought, to gain her admiration. 
She entered into the most familiär dis- 
eourse with lüm, and he so iogratiated 
himself into her favor, as to prevail an 
her to dance with hiui the rernauidec 
of the evefting. 

They had danced near a quarter of 
an hour, when the prince, whohad je- 
ceived his instruetions froni Harry, re- 
turned, and dernanded his ,partn£r. 
The gentleman refftsed to give her up j 
ajn altercation took place, which ended 
in a challenge for the next morning. 
The priuee wrthdrew and joined the 
cuuipauy ia aadther raom* Tbe-bustler 
*♦ "■*■:; thük 
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this seeming fracas occasiöned afforded 
an infinite fund of mirth- to those who* 
were in the plot, and even to those thafc 
were not so ; many wondered at the 
stränge taste of the prince before, and 
many more afterwards were not leas- 
surprised that such a stränge incom- 
prehensible person, a& Mis3 Frances, 
should so- for have captivated such a> 
youngandhatidsomeman, astoinduce 
him to call out a person, eveiy way hi* 
inferior. No one seemed to envy him» 
his conquest, but the yonng^ man who- 
then possessed the hand of the lady, 
and who appeared determined to keep 
k. 

. This was no stnall- affair for Miss* 
Frances to plume Iferself upon, wheu. 
sfoe saw two of the finest young mea 
in the assembly contending for her 
htkid, She looked round with the matt 
meffabte contempt w those Udtes who* 
.-.:-; :, pfkled 
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prided shemselves on their accomplish- 
ments, youth and beauty, and vv^o 
ihought themselves niore entitled to 
admiration than herseif. Harry went 
up to her when the bustle had a little 
subsided, and said, the prince was so 
TOuchofFended, that he meant, as süoii 
as he had chasti ed her partner for bis 
presumption, to leave Turin, and pre- 
tended to be much displeased with hif 
friend for presuming to rival a gentle- 
man so much bis superior. 

* ..' ■ . v 

Miss Frances desired Harry to kftve 

ihem, and not trouble himself about 

what did not concern hhn ; be had ä 

laHy of his own to a tend to, and she 

tbought she was of years ef discretjon 

inough to choose for herseif. * * Besidcs, " 

Said she, "did not the prince offend 

ine, by his departure from Florence, 

without once Consulting nie, orsaying 

when he wouid retuin ? That was a 
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breach of gallantry, I thfnk, and you 
bave rather added to his impertinence ; 
but, if you have not spirit enough to 
resent his behaviour, thid gentleman 
bas, and I have not the leäst doubt 
that he will prove himself well deser* 
ving of the good qpinion I have form* 
■ed of him ; so do, pray, Harrys go along, 
mind your own party, and don't trou* 
fcle yourself either about me, or this 
■gentlemarv, who, I am certain, knows 
faow to Ohastise insolence." " I leave 
ypu f tnadam,"sakl Henry, bowing, "but 
recollcct that your favorite will have 
more than one to draw his sword with. v 
Thtf^gentleman bowed and said, he was 
Welcome to bring half a dozen, if he 
ohose, he shotild certain ly be ready to 
meet them in such a glorious cause, 
and those that were brave alone de- 
served the fair, Henry smiled, " yoii 
talk well; str, I hope your deeds will 
suppört yourwords. If 80, Im yout 
mnn. * By 
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By this time, a considerable crowd 
had gathered round thera, and Henry 
finding he had susceeded to bis with, 
left the room ; and the lady enjoyed 
her triumph. The evening was spent 
ingreatfestivity, and every one return- 
ed to their houses, fully pleased with 
theelegance and hospitaiity of the en* 
tertainment» . 

The next day, the duel was the talk 
6f the whole city ; every one was anxi* 
Uns to know whether they wonld ven*. 
ture to figfat on so ridiculousasubject, 
but it was soon found that it had been 
amicably adju^ted, the prmce having 
resigned all right to the lady, who was 
equaüy well pleased with the one as 
the other, and he had left Turin, that 
the young man migfat tiyoy bis con* 
ijuest without interruption> But this 
departure of the prince, had been pre+ 
concerted, aud the whole of Übe covnt!f 
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and the Daiuville's family were apprised 
of it, as he hacl to meet father Theo- 
dore atGeneya, oa business that would 
detain him söme time at that place, 
but which he hoped to finish by the 
time the Vaucluse and Macdonald 
families could join him. He tpok an 
affectionate leave of his friends, with 
a faithful promise of spending some 
time with them at his return, which he 
hoped wauld be in about six weeks. 
Miss Frances declared she was happy 
at his departure, as she found more 
polite attention paid to her by the 
young gentleman, than the[prince was 
capable of offering to anjTlady. 4 ■ 

j- The count, whose happiness and 

(*£ ■ health were now perfectly restored, 
Ä?; began to plan the estabüshmeat of bis 
"^ sons. -Ilis eldest he proposed should 
&- return with his lady to the. family do* 
main v whiie the couat cbos&to reside 

at 
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at Turin with his son Frederic, with 
whom he promised him seif much feli- 
city, as father Gregory had agreed to re- 
turn and iütroduce him to the society at 
Bononi, in which he was more than 
ever anxious to be enrolled. Pasqui- 
nelli and his lady were to accompany 
Charles and his Juliana to Sweden, and 
then return to spend their days at 
Eloreuce, to which place the Dainvillc 
family meant to go, when father Gre- 
gory and father Theodore returned, 
and which was intended to be with the 
prince. M. Dupont being urged by 
Charles, consented to go witfy him to 
Stockholm, 

This arranged, Fitzallan hurried M. 
Vaucluse, and in three days, father 
Gregory, his son Edward, and. the 
Vaucluse family left Turin with ajcleter- 
mination not to stop for any time, 
(unless any accidenf happened), tili he 

Vox. III. K *wSwä 



194 THE HAUtfTEP PALACE, OR 

reached England. The Macdonald and 
Akerworth families meant to stay some 
littie time longer. The count was very 
unwilling to part with them ; but the 
necessity there was for Fitzallan's re- 
turn made him avoid pressing their 
longer stay, and they parted amid&t 
the good wishes of all. They were to 
ineet the Macdonalds in London. 
They reached Geneva fpur d^ys after. 
the prince had ^rrived there : he had* 
finished the business he had come upon, 
and father Theodore was to accompa#y: 
him to England. They stayedbutÄ 
short time at Greneva: Fitzailaa was 
quite happy at the accident. of father 
Theodore's beingto accompany them ; 
he was a man whom every one spoke 
well of. The mildnesp of hia character, 
and . benevolent dispositioö, endeared 
him to all. The prince placed the 
most un^mited confidence in him. 
Jt was evident he «had seen trouble, 
t|ut bp& sunkdee^ V&fo. In» taeurt 
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He frequently appeared lost in deep 
meditation, though he would' soon re- 
collect himself and be cheerful. 

They left Geneva for Bern the next 
day, and then proceeded to Basle, 
where they intended to stop one 
day; but changed their minds, and 
cbntinued their route to Strasburg, 
Deuxponts, and Treves, at which place 
they rested, as M. Vaucluse had a re- 
lation there, prioress of a convent, and 
it iras resolved to stop three days at 
that place. The ladics and M. Vau- 
cluse paid their respects to the lady St. 
Julian whom they found hastening fasfrf 
to the world of pcace. She took leaVe 
of them for ever soon after their arri- 
vaL They were detained, out of re- 
spect to this lady, two days longer 
than they intended ; however, they 
feit a satisfaction in liaving seen her. 
In the evening of the fourth day she 
ttied: Fnthcr Theodore asteÄ. «s«bä. % 
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questions respecting the lady Julia, 
and expressed a wish to know whether 
she had not a sister, that died about 
twenty years befora, in a convent at 
Namur; M. Vaucluse said, yes. 
"WoiildtoGodthen," said he, "I 
had been happy cnough to see this 
lady, though it might have torn open 
wounds, that I could wish for ever to 
be closed, still I would have risked all, 
could I have once been blessed with 
the sight of her, in whose arms my 
suffering Victoria died." 

" Victoria! drd you say," asked Vau- 
cluse. " Yes, said the father, u my long 
lost murdered Victoria." 

f ' Good God! you cannot sure be the 
gentleman to whom that lady was en- 
gaged." 

" Yes, I am the same wretched, un- 
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and my peace for ever, by the vilest 
treachery ; bat the God of mercies is 
just." 

11 You will oblige me much," satd 
Vaucluse, • * if it would not giveyou too 
much pain, to inform me by whatmeans 
that lady died, as I was told, some 
years ago, that she came not fairly by 
her death. " 

" You were informed right, sir; I 
will teil you a few particulars of my un- 
happy story, though it will afford you 
very little entertainment. 

€t My father was by birth an English- 
man, nearly related to an ancient family 
in that kingdom. At the time James 
of England abdicated the throne, my 
father, a very young man, followed 
the fortunes ofthat monarch, more out 
of regard to a beautiful lady of the 
K 3 cawft, 
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. court, who had gone with her royat 
mistress to St. Germains, than to any 
attachment that he bore the king. TIris 
lady was by birth an Italian. His 
family dishked her, and he was in- 
formed by them, as soon as it was 
known where he was, that, if he diu 
not return and swear allegiance to 
Mary, he would be regarded as an alien 
to his family, and he disinheritcd- ac- 
cordingly. The threats of his parents 

• had no weight with him ; he continued 
in France, and shortly after married 
the lady, changed his name, and be* 
came naturalized to that country. He 
received an appointment at the court 
of St. Germains, and continued there 
titf the death of the queen of James* 

V-%J',This eaused a great change in the 
affairs of xny father ; hje had but little 
money, and less expectations. He left 
the court, and went to Versailles, where 

I 
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I was botn. Soon after, with the little 
he had left, he ertibarked for the West 
Indies, where he had been led to ex- 
pect a lucrative employment, but found 
his hopes, on his arrival, vanish into 
air. This was too much for my mo- 
ther to support, and she feil a victim 
to her feelings. My father survivcd 
her but ä Short time, and I was left au 
orphan, in a country, Where even the 
name of xny parents was scarcely 
known. The humanity of one of the 
planters took me under his protection, 
tili an opportunity should offer ofsend- 
ing me to France. He gathered from 
the effects my parents left at their 
death, the sum of three hundred 
pounds. This he carefully preserved 
for me, and a family soon after return- 
ing to France, he sent me home, with 
Orders to have me placed under the care 
of a distant relation of his at Soisäons : 
with the Enterest of my little pittance, 
K 4 'the 
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the good man discharged the duties öf 
the best of parents ; I was educated, 
fed, and cloathed, as if I had been to 
inherit an elegant fortune. 

1 i I saw not my benefactor, tili I 
had attained my twelfth year, when be 
returned to France. He appeared much 
pleased with nie, and the proficiency I 
had made in every branch of learning. 
He asked me many questions concern- 
ing my inclinations, whether they tenci- 
ed to merchandise, or the antiy» My 
father, for such I had been taught to 
call him, had been destined to trade, 
fro-m his infancy ; but bis mind had 
ever revolted from it. The will öf his 
parents were to be obeyed ; he was 
obliged to submit, and at the age of 
sixteen, wassent fo one of the colonies, 
where he had been fiveyears, when my 
father arrived. He was the first to 
shew him attention and respect, and, 

wheu 
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when the failure of his hopes came, hc 
was the first to pity and condole with 
him. 

" Seeing the helpless Situation I wa3 
left in, he was resolved to become my 
father and protector. I was sent home 
to France, as his own son, and it was 
generally believed 1 was so, though it 
was known he was not married. Upon 
examining me, he found I had no par- 
ticular predilection for any pursuit ; I 
was ready to be guided by him in every 
thing : this docility pleascd him, 
though he would, he said, have been 
happier to have seen me evince an at- 
tachment to one thing more than ano- 
ther. I delighted in books, and, if I 
could be furnished with them, as fast 
as I read, I was happy. He, therefore, 
placed me under the tuition of a father, 
whose judgment and learning he could 
rely on. His business calling him 
K 5 ^jccs^ 
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again abroad, I was to remain under 
jhis instruction three years, and then, 
he hoped, I would make my election ; 
but, beforethatperiodarrived, illhealth 
broughtmy morfe than father to his na- 
tive country. 

"I had seven months unexpired of 
the time intended to complete my 
studies , but, find mg I had made au 
improvement greater thaa he expected, 
he chose that I »hould quit them, aud 
l>e altogether with him. Ile weut to 
Paris for nvedical ad vice ; I attended 
£iin there. It was some uionths before 
jany visible change for the better took 
place, At last, however, his Constitu- 
tion got the better of bis disease, and 
I had the felicity of seeing him restored 
to health ; but he declined going out 
again to his former Situation, and turn* 
ed his miud to the improvement of the 
fortunehehad acquired. He had a taste 

foc 
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for agriculture, and purchased an estate 
in the neighbourhood of Versailles, and 
went to rcside on it. To this place he 
took me, and seemed to enjoy a secret 
pleasure in teaching me any thing I 
wished to acquire. 

" We had been in this happy retreat 
near three years, when a family came 
to residc near us, upon a doinain left 
them by distant relatien. They con- 
sisted of a gentieman, bis wrfe, and 
four daughters, the youngest about 
fourteen ; all pleasrag young wdinen, 
and, in a short time* fcatime another fa % - 
mily. They had been acquainted at , 
Paris with the former, whose name was 
Vaucluse, the other's Glacier. An in- 
timacysoon took place between both 
of them and my father. The «rbanity 
of his manners, and the independence 
in which he lived, induced many tö 
seek an acquaintance with him, and, 
K6~ **" 
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aarl was regarded as his son, my Com- 
pany was sought after by all who had 
daughters to settle. The Glaciers had 
two, and one son ; they were reputed 
to be large fortunes ; the son was a 
captain in the Swiss guard, a young 
man of the most licentious; and aban- 
doned principles ; he was near seven 
and twenty, but unmarried. He had 
been handsome, when about twenty ; 
hut vice had stripped k him of all his 
charms. 

He had been but a few days in our 
society, when he desiredme to assisjfejftöi 
in an amour, which he wished to form 
with one of the daughters of \ r auck*se> 
Those ladies I had never considered iu 
any particular manner, except the thircl 
daughter, who, I thought, possessed 
the preeminence ; her name was Victo- 
ria. I had, I.thoüght, discovered in 
her a taste siinilar to my own, and, a& 
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I saw it gave my father plcasure to See 
us together, I attached myself more to 
her than to any other. Draxa, which ; 
was the name of the second, frequentljr 
shewed evident signs of discontent. 
If I spoke to her, her answers were 
short, and carried with them a vindic- 
tive kiu'd of tone. If I had occasion 
to ask her for an explan ation of any 
thing, she would hastily say, ' ask 
Victoria, she is best able in inform you/ 

f "I was long at a loss to aecount 
for her Singular behaviour ; and not 
being conscious ; of having offended 
her, gave myself np trouble about it. 
But she knew what I was ignorant of 
myself, that I loved her sister, and that 
she was tenderly attached to me. Young 
Glacier soon convinced mc of it. It 
was Victoria he had pitched upon, as 
the objeet of Ins gallaritry. The mo- 
meat hc mentioned her, 1 feit that I 
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loved with the greatest ardor. I was 
fondly led to hope I was not indiffer- 
ent to her ; a thousand little incidents 
occurred to my remembrance, to flat- 
ter the illusion. I lost not a moment 
to inform my father of it, fearing that 
my rival, from the power he boasted to 
possess, would tear her from me. I laid 
open the State of my heart, and earnest- 
ly implored him, if he approved my 
choice, that he would not dehiy to make 
known my passion to M. Vaucluse r 
and solicit his consent to our union. 
gi You are too warm and impetuous,? 
said he ; " but the ardor of youth is 
excusable ; raoderate your paggiwq^.- 
and strive to keep them under tb€fg*iÄe 
ance of reason. If the young lady is 
as much attached to you, as you ima- 
gine, you need not fear the power of 
a rival. Shehas, I think, too much 
good sense to be lured by the appear- 
änee öf grandeur, or deceivedjby splen- 
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dor. Fear not this Glacier; if she 
has the least delicacy, she must rcjcct 
him with contempt. I will see her fa- 
ther ; bat things of this nature must 
not bc done in a hurry ; be composed, 
and rest cm my endeavours to make 
you happy." 

" This was the language x>f that 
good man; hp fondly tholight that 
.avarice and ambition had no more 
weight with othets than with him. Ah ! 
liow much was he. deceived. I asked 
him, before I left him, if I had his füll 
consent to^dress Victoria. He assu- 
jred me I had* : and that he should uw/\ 
his intereat to See us united. I flcv 
tb the idol of my heart ; I founcl her 
alone. Slie had been weeping ; I im- 
plored her to teil me the occasion ; she 
declined it ; but the earnest manner in 
which I urged my request, at length, 
prqvailed, and she informed nie, that» 
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for above three weeks, young Glacier 
had pestered her with letters, stating 
the violent passion he entertained for 
her, and requesting she would grairt 
him an interview, unknown to her 
friends, as he had something of the 
greatest moment to impart to her, bat 
she had returned the last uriopened, 
with a positive refusal to meet him. 
That morning, he had been to her pa- 
rents, and formally demanded leave to 
address her. He had made such pro- 
posals, as had induced them to enter 
into his views, and they had compelled 
her to see him. This was what made 
her so unhappy, as she had taken a 
violent dislike to him, from the first 
sight. 

" I lost not a moment to speak com- 
fort to her, and* without the least re- 
serve, told her what had passed between 
my fotherand myself, and earnestly be- 
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sought her to say, whither I might hope 
for her concurrence. Thejoy that spark- 
led in her eyes, plainly spoke her assent. 
I pressed her to my bosom with rapture; 
she acknowledged her attachment, and 
confessed that she had long loved me; 
that her sister Draxa had discovered 
her weakness, and had not been back- 
ward in reproaching her, for her attach- 
ment to a man, totally indifferent to 
her. It was this Observation of her 
sisters, that had occasioned the tears 
I found her in. She said, she Tiad 
that tnorning, told Glacier, without 
the least reserve, that her determinati- 
on was fixed, never to receive him in- 
.the light of a future husband, as she 
would prefer ä convent to a marriage 
with a person her heart could never 
approve. He said, that he admired 
her frankn^ss, but should never give 
up the hope of making himself agreea- 

ble 
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ble to her ; therefore ehould wait upon 
her again in the evening. 

<4 The plcasing and unaffected man- 
ner in which the dear girl related what 
had pasaed, convinced tne I was secure 
of her love, and that nothing but ab- 
solute force would compell her tö be- 
come the wifc of a man, wbom almost 
every one regarded with contcmpt. 
However, I could not help being un- 
easy at the influence his oiFers might 
haveover the inclinationsofher parents. 
I left my Victoria, after two hours con- 
versation, with a promise that I would. 
be with her again early in the evening. 
In the mean time, I was led to hope my 
father would see her parents, and that 
the offers he would niake would bc 
such as to induce them to prefer nie to 
iny rival. But lovers are ever too san- 
guine, and, froin that hour, I liave* 
datcd every misery of my life.. 

" When 
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sought her to say, whither I might hope 
for her concurrence. Thejoy that spark- 
led in her eyes, plainly spoke her assent. 
I pressed her to my bosom with rapture; 
she acknowledged her attachment, and 
confessed that she had long loved me; 
that her sister Draxa had discovered 
her weakness, and had not been back- 
ward in reproaching her, for her attach- 
ment to a man, totally indifferent to 
her. It was this Observation of her 
sister's, that had occasioned the tears 
I found her in. She said, she had 
that morning, told Glacier, without 
the least reserve, that her determinati- 
011 was fixed, never to receive him in- 
the light of a future husband, as she 
would prefer a convent to a marriage 
with a person her heart could never 
approve. He said, that he admired 
her frankn^ss, but should never give 
up the hope of making himself agreea- 

bte 
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offers are tnore splendid than mine* 
and, of course, you are rejected ; but 
he offers you the choice of either of Iris 
other daughters, and espeeially recom- 
numls the second. I think her name 
is Draxa ; sbe has avowed a partiality 
for you, but I cannot, for my own parf f 
think her so amiable as the one you 
have chosen. However, as it is, I wish 
you may be able to conquer your re- 
gard for this lady, as I am certain it 
will be attended with unpleasant cir- 
cumstances, if you persevere, as the 
father is not, by any means, the man I 
took him for." 

" My heart was wrang with anguish 
at what my father related. I inform- 
ed him of all that had pässed between 
me and Victoria. He inore than ever 
admired her, and applauded me for re- 
jecting with contempt her sister* He 
desired me not to go there agaiflgf but, . jj 

r ^^ 
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Tvhen I urged the promise I had made, 
to be there that evening, he consented ; 
but begged it might hc the last time, 
as he should be hurt if I were desired 
by her parents to omit my visits. I 
said, he might depend upon it, that it 
should be so. " I will rely upon your 
honor," said he, " and, for this onee, 
you may go. I pity the poor girl, but 
I fear you will not be able to serve her. " 
I passecl the two hours, which inter- 
vened from that time to the hour I *was 
to see Victoria, in the most raking 
misery. The farther I was about to 
be removed from her, the more anxi- 
ous I was to be near her. I devised a 
-thousand schemes, to circumvent the 
designs of Glacier ; but they ap- 
peared, upon the least reflection, ftitile, 
and impos&ible to be realized. I tia- 
versed the room with hasty strides ; at 
last, the time came ; I hasten ed to Vau- 
cluee's, an<l passed on to the room I 



*■:: 
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was to see Victoria in. She was not 
ihere ; Draxa received me. 

" Where is Victoria?" 

"She is engaged, Sir." 

mi I have so'mething particular to 
say, cannot I see her ?" 

" You cannot, sir ; she is engaged 
with Mr. Glacier." 

" Glacier !" said I, " is he here r" 

" Yes, he is, antl by the appoint- 
ment of my father ; he has niade a pro* 
posal for my sister, which cannot be 
rrjectcd, and I have not the least doubt 
but, in a fewdays, you will see her hi& 
wife." 

" That will never be/* said I, " she 



:m& 
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*»"■. 

vcättiWt, shenever will forgct her faith 
^ to:iae." : 



,. • " So»thcii," said she, with amalici- 
©us sraile on her face, " she is, as I al- 
*W^3:thought, engaged to you ; but 
.^äuTwill find a giris engagements will 
Jiäve no weight, when opposed to that 
of a parent. Besides, I see no repug- 
igrace on the part of Victoria to receive 
the addresses of M. Glacier. The al- 
liance will do her honor." 

" I will not pretend to dispute the 
honor that will accrue to the family by 
such an union ; butl cannot be brought 
to believe, that the soul of Victoria can 
think that the honor of an ailiance with 
a family is a sufficient to eradicate all 
ties entered into, before this man was 
known, or his alliance either." 

f'Those, sir, are ckcwnstarices not 
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to be discusscd by nie; 'tis sufficient 
for her to know the duty she owes her 
family, in preference to idle engage- 
ments, entered into without the con- 
currence of those, wtio alone have a 
right to direct her choice, in a point 
so material to her future happiness." 

"I am sorry to have a lady talk 
thus, but as you say, it is not a point 
for you or nie to discuss, I will drop . 
the subject, and enter on some pther . 
topic, tili I can have the pleasure of 
seeing your sister." 

"That pleasure you will not have, 
sir, as I have Orders from my father to 
teil you, that the nature of my sister's 
engagements will in future besuch, 
as to put it wholly out of her power to 
receive you again ; and, as your Visits-, 
were hitherto paid to her, your Com- 
pany at this house will bedispensed with.' ' 
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" I looked at her with amazement 
" It is impossible," said I ; " your fa- 
ther could not give Orders for such a 
niessage to be delivered to me. In 
what have I ofFended him !" "In 
nptbing," retorted she, "butyour pre- 
tensions to my sister." "Pretensions 
to your sister!" said I ; "and could 
th»t possiWy offend, when your father 
and your whole family, solicited the 
»cquaintance ofmy father and myself ?" 

u People's opinions, sir," said she, 
Vary with circumstances. My sistea 
had not then those offers she nowhas»" 

" Your ideos, madam," said I, "are 
much too low, and too sordid ; I caa 
only teil you, that I despise them ; and 
as I shall certainly disgrace mine by 
ariy farther conversation, I shall bcg 
leave to bid you a good evening." So 
saying, I abrubtly quitted the room, 
Yi>i. III. 1* wA 
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and hurried home to my father. I 
threw myself into a chai-r, and gave 
vent to the feelings of my heart, in a 
shower of tears. My father saw me 
with the deepest concern, and when 
I becaine a little composed, reasoned 
with me. He pointed out the folly-I 
should be güilty of, in gi ving way to my 
dissappointment. He said, he was cer 
tain that Glacier's wish to possess Vic- 
toria arose more from a desire to rival 
me, than any real attachment to her, 
and that the only way to overreach the 
defcigns of such a man, was, without any 
äyparent uneasiness to give up the sub- 
jectof contcst, when he would soongrow 
tired of the pursuit, and, instead of ful- 
filling his engagements, be the first to 
break them. 

"I listened with eagerness to all he 
said ; but could not bring myself to 
give up the thoughts of my Victoria, 

and 
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and I determined, at all events, to get 
a letter conveyed to her, stating what 
had passed, and imploring her to let nie 
kuow her Situation, and how I could 
serve her, I earnestly besought her to 
contrive, by some raeaiis or other, to 
let nie see her, if it was but for a i&w r 
moments. I waited several days before 
I received ananswer^ in it, sheinform- 
ed me, that she was confined to her 
bed, occasioned by the agitation ofher 
mind ; th^t it wpuld be impossible for 
nie to see her ; but I might depend 
upon her faith, and that she woul$ 
prefer death to being Glacier's wj|j^V* 
She intreated nie . to adopt my fatbor's- 
advice, put an air of indifference re- 
specting her, and mix in Company, 
without betraying any concern on her 
account, and she would take ^are t to 
ijnform me of any thing that occured. 
She concluded by saying, that she 
Lg held 
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held thepromise she made to me saered, 
"and nothing but death should treak it. 

" I shewed the ktter to my father ; 
it pleased him, and he desirgd nie to 
abide by its Contents, and wait the 
event in silence. He admired the 
sweetness of her temper, and fondly 
hoped he shonW, one day, see her my 
wife. I-resolved to beguided by him 
in every thing, and, instead of appear« 
ing concerned at the rumor of Victoria's 
approaching marriage, I visited every 
where with gaiety. We heard of nothing 
ehe ; my father contented.himself with 
saying, hehoped the young lady would 
behappy, and I echoed the same. 

1 continued for three weeks 'to re- 
ceive from my Victoria repeated pro- 
mises of fidelity. In the last which 
I ever received from her, she said, that 
hey father had just been with her, and 

said. 
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said that he had fix ed. that day fort- 
night for her marriage, as they had 
some reason to think M. Glacier would 
be obüged to go to Paris, and they 
were resolved it should. take place be» 
fore he went ; but aliabid nie rest.iu 
firm confidence, that she would sooner 
die thaa be Ins wife, and she had- eyery . 
reason to hope she should find some 
means to escape fr om her father's house, 
before the time came, and that she 
would not fail to let me know what 
place she should fly ta If possible, 
she thought to try ta get to Namwy 
where she had axelation, who bad latc- 
ly taken the veil, and she was iu hopes 
if she could get there, the sanctity of 
tjhe place would secure her from vio- 
lence ; and, if she could not be mine, 
she would become a nun ; but, let 
what would happen> she would not fail 
ta inform me. 

L 3 " After 



222 THE HAUNTED PALACE, OK 

"After receivirig this letter, I was 

Uke one distracted. I hoped, yet dread- 

ed every thing ; a kind ofterrorand 

apprehension hung over me. My fa- 

ther had the same, and would often 

say, how happy he should be, if she 

was m a place of safety. I passed day 

after day, in the greatest anxiety, hour- 

ly expectinga letter, but none arrived. 

At last, about three days prior to that 

appomted by her father to seal her 

misery, my servant, who had been out 

to endeavour to see the giri that waited 

on Victoria, returned and said, the 

gröatest consternation prevailed at the 

Vauclnse's ; for, the young lady had 

made her escape, and I was condemned 

for being an aecomplice in it, and he 

would advise me to go and make known 

my innocence to the magistrate, or 

adopt any method to secure myself 

from thevengeance of the malicious fa- 

mily. 



HORROR» OF VENTOLIENE. 223 

tnily, who Said every thing they could 
to prejudice every one against me. 

(t My fatlier was out, when the poor 
fellow brought me this relation. I re- 
joiced most heartily at her escape, and 
began to hope every thing. My father 
came ra soon after ; he appeared much 
conceroed, and said, " I think you 
have rauch to dread from the malice of 
disappointedpride; I would, therefore, 
have you go to Paris immediately ;" 
they can do nothing against me." I 
said, it was impossible they could think 
of implicating me ; and, if they did, 
my innocence would soon be apparent. 
" You are ignorant, my boy," said he, 
" to what extent tliis fellow's malice 
may be carried. I, therefore, beg that 
you will not delay a moment." 

"I consented, though reluctantly, 

to his request, and was preparing to 

go, when an officer entercd, and pre- 

L 4 sented 
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sented a lettre de cachet — I was taken 
away, and conveyed to the BastiUe ; 

" My father followed nie to Paris, 
to prove my innocence. For two 
months, he tried, by every means in 
his power, to obtain my discharge; but 
all proved ineffectual, and I was con- 
fined near eight months, before I was 
permitted to see him. That blessed 
ftioment, at length came, and, in a 
fortnight after, I obtained my release. 
What I had suffered had. worn me to 
a skeleton, and, when I came out of 
the coach, at the hotel where my father 
lodged, I fainted, and continued for 
several days scarcely able to speak. 
At last I recovered, and, though I 
longed to ask a thousand questions* 
yet I dreaded to receive an answer. 
The anxiety I was under checked my 
recovering strength, and I determined, 
at last, to heg of him to ihform me of 

the 



HORRORS OF VEKTOLIENE. 225 

the worst " If Victoria is the wife 
of Glacier, let me, I beseech you, 
know^tonce." 

" If to know that she is not will givc 
youi any satisfaciion, I can assure you 
of it," said my father. 

" Say that she is in safety, and she has 
not forgot me," said I, " is all I will 
ask." 

4 < She did remain faithful to the ? 

and here he paused. 

" Tothe what ? Oh r ray God, theo 
she is surely married?" 

*' Not in this world, but* • • .* 

" But what? surely they have rofc /■ 
jnurdered her?" Hewassilent " '>»& 

\ " In pity, tettme," cried I, " what 
L 5 caa 
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cän all this mean. Oh ! rack not my 
heart, but let me know the worst. 
Have they destroyed the sweetest flower 
that ever blowed ?" 

"I fear they have; if you will be 
composed, and harken to me, I will 
teil you all that I have learnt, since you 
were taken from me." 

"Ipromised to listen with compo- 
sure, but my heart ill accorded with 
that promise. As soon as I appeared 
to attend, he said : " Immediately on 
your being put into the carriage, I 
ordered my horses, and hastened after 
you, with all the speed I could make, 
and came up with. the coach within a 
league of Paris. I saw you enter the 
Bastille ; I would have given worids to 
have been permitted to enter with yöiw 
I came the next day, but was denied 
admittance; I went to the Ä different 

offices. 
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offices, to gain an order, bat could not 
obtain it. For two months I wearied 
every one with applications ; but they 
were alike unsuccessful. I could neither 
see you, nor learn the cause of your 
confinement . Tired out with repeated 
endeavours, I resolved to find out to 
what place Victoria had fled ; in this 
I was alike disappointed. I spent three 
months in journies, from my own 
house to Paris, and from . Paris back 
again. Glacier was gone from his 
fkther's, and had again plunged into 
every vice. . The loss of the lady secm- 
ed not to hurt him ; but he still bpasfc- 
ed of what he should do when she was 
found 

He kept a mistress at Paris, that reign- 
ed over hhn with the most tyrannic 
sway. This woman I found means to 
be introduced to, being led to hope that 
fihe could give me some intelligence of 
L 6 Victoria. 
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Victoria. I told her, in a few words, 
my business, and intreated her, if she 
knew wcre she was, that she would, out 
of pity to you, inform me, that I might 
be enabled to obtain your liberty. Sh e 
heard me out, and then said, ifl was sin- 
cere, in what I told her and would pro- 
mise to get the lady, and immediately 
make her the wife of my son, she would 
find means toletme knowwhere she might 
be found. I faithfully'pvoniised; she 
then toldme, that ifl wrotetoacertain- 
person at Namur, Ishouldknowinwhat 
cojfiyent the lady then was» I left her* 
a nd wrote directly. I waited nine days, 
and at length a letter came, ii>forming 
me, that the lady mentioned in my let- 
ter had been in a convent of carmelite 
nuns, aboutthree months before; but 
he believed she was then dead, as he 
had heard as much about ten weeks 
past. 

Host 
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I lost no time in hastcning to the 
place; I reached it, presented myself at 
the grate, and desired adraissiontothe 
superior. It was granted. I requested 
her to infof m me if such a lacly had becn 
there. She said ycs, there had beea 
such a one, but was sorry to teil me, 
that she had fallen a victim to the ma- 
lice of some unknown person, near 
three months before. She had seemed 
to be happy in her Situation tili at length 
some letters came, one aclressed to her, 
and another to the then Prioress, who 
was ill, and one of the sisters officiated 
for her. That letter was from her father, 
and seemed to speak the deepest resent- 
inent against his daughter, saying, 
that he would never forgive her, but 
should insist upon her entering on her 
noviciate directly. Theother was from 
one of her sisters, written : with. the 
greatest acrimony, and informingher, 
that her favorite was safely lodged in 

the 
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the Bastille. She read the letter over 
several times, and the other lady clid the 
same. Miss Vaucluse, she said, being 
near sighted, had held ft elose to her 
face, but the other had not. They were 
both, in the course of an hour, seized 
with a giddiness in the head, and vio- 
lent spasnis. Miss Vaucluse's was attri«- 
buted to the uneasiness she feit, at her 
Jover being confined. Her complaints 
every moment increased ; the other la- 
dy's vrere muchless violent, though the 
Symptoms wcre exactly the same. Medi- 
cal advice .was procured ; assoonas the 
<loctor saw them, hepronounced itoutölT 
his power to save Miss Vaucluse, as she 
was poisoned ; but the other lady he 
^could, and did preserve. Miss Vaucluse 
expired two hours after, in the arms of 
a lady, a near relation of hers, who had 
ibeena nun someyears. An expresswas 
instantiy sent offtoVersailes to her father 
fcrith a particular account of her death, 

and 
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and requesting him to make a proper 
enquiry ; but, instead of taking any 
Steps for that purpose, he only sent a 
draft for her expences, and said, that 
her death he regarded as a punishment 
from heaven, for her disobedience to 
his commands. " Thus then," said the 
lady, " eveiy wish of the superior and 
Miss Vaucluse's relation was frustrated, 
and the perpetrators were left to enjoy 
the success of their diabolical scheine. 

" I heard her out/' said my father, 
"with tolerable composure. I theu 
asked her, if I might be permitted tö 
take with nie an attestation of the facts, 
as it might be the means of getting 
yöu liberated. She consented, and? 
as soon as I had obtain^d it, I set off 
for Paris. I hastened to the mistress 
of Glacier, and imparted to her the 
whole I had leamt. She appeared much 
shocked at p*y relation, and said, she 

coulcfr 
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would take care that you shoukl get 
your liberty, and, as soon as you were 
out, she would advise nie to set on foot 
au enquiry, and she would assist me 
with all her power. She bid me draw 
up a füll statenient of the case, and let 
her have it, and she would effect your 
release. Icomplied; thenextday, Ihad 
an order to be admitted to see you, and 
twelve days after, another for your 
liberation. You are now, my dear son, 
to exert yourself, and becomethe aveng- 
er of the innocent. Learn to command 
your feelings, and assist me in bring- 
ing the guilty to punishment " 

"I heard my father out in a kind of 
Stupid hör ror, out of which he cauld 
not rouse me. For several days, I con- 
tinued lost to every thing ; at length, 
an order carae, for him to attend the 
office of justice, and confirm peraonally 
what he had beeü told at Namur. This 

had 
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häd thc desired effect; I was roused 
in a. nioment from my lethargy, and 
hastened to the office with him ; 
though I was bbliged to be supported, 
while I was there, as I had become so 
weak, I coiild with difficulty stand for 
amoment I was interrogated, rela- 
tive to the last conversation I had 
with Victoria, and the promise she 
made me of corresponding with me. 
I gaye up the few letters I received 
from her ; my father's attestation was 
taken ; and he was bound to prove, as 
the accuser of M. Vaucluse, and his 
second daughter Draxa, that they were 
the murderers of Victoria. They were 
secured, and proceedings coromenecd 
against them ; but, a short tinie before 
their trial, the whole was suspended by 
the sudden death of Draxa ; previous 
to wluch, she had made a confession, 
that she was alone guilty of the 

death 
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death of her sister, and" her father to- 
tally innocent Her deposition ran 
thus. 

"She had beert stimulated to it by 
a passion she entertained for me. . It 
was throtigh her that matters with Gla-- 
cier had beet* carried to the extreme 
they had» As long as she had hopes 
that her sister would be his wife, she 
formed na other plan ; but when Vic- 
toria maxte her escape, and Glacier töok 
no steps to recover her, she was deter- 
mined to discover the place of her re- 
treat. Fearing I should anticipate her, 
and make Victoria my wife, she per- 
suaded Glacier and her father to pro- 
eure a lettre de cachet for me : it was- 
executed as I have related. She then 
set a persem to bring all letters directed 
for either my father or myself, to her ; 
& ud by that means, discovered thepiace 
her sister had fled to, by a letter she 

seilt 
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Beut to irie- The contents werc, thät 
»he had effected her escape, and was at 
Namur, under the protection of a re- 
lation of her father's, at a convent of 
carmelite mins. She said, it was her 
intention to continue therc, tili her 
father's pleasure should be known, to 
whom she had written, stating her rea- 
sons for the step she had taken, and 
her füll! determination to take the veil, 
rather than be Glacier's wife ; and, as 
the little fortune her grandmother had 
left her, independent of herparents.. was 
sufficient for her Emission, she would 
never again return to Versailles, as it 
was impossible for her to be happy 
with any other man, than him she had 
pledged her faith to. 

" Draxa said, that this letter she 
took to her father, who had just re- 
ceived the one mentioned in it. When 
be had read it, he seetned disposed t« 
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jyrite to her in a style, whieh, though 
it severely condenmed her, yet she 
thought inclined to wave the pretensi- 
ons of Glacier, and faVor taie. The 
very thought of it drove her to mad- 
riess, and she so far worked upon her 
fether, as to induce him to write the 
letter he sent. As she could not help 
fearing that I might gain my liberty 
and obtain her sister, she had planned 
the scheme to poison her, having read 
of a drug, that could be sent by pow- 
der in a letter, whose effects were of 
such a poignant nature, that the per? 
son who read it never lived above six 
hours after. She procured it, and, 
having taken proper precautions, h$tr 
seif, rubbed the letter with it, and foid- 
ed some up in it She sent it away, 
without once considering whether it 
might be fatal to any other person or 
not. She knew the necessity her sister 
had of holdingp eithei wjrtting or read- 
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ing, tjlosä to her face, and, from that 
circumstaftce, never doübted its effects, 
as no one could possibly guess at the 
causeof her death. She hoped I should, 
when I was convinced of her loss, be 
perhaps brought to pay my addresses 
to herseif, especially as it was the wish 
öf her father. Füll of those presump- 
tive hopes, she sent it, and heard the 
death of her sister with pleasure ; but, 
conscious of what she had done, pre- 
vailed upon her father not to trouble 
himself, to enquire in what manner she 
eame by her end. It was sufficient, 
she told him, that her disobedience had 
been so soon followed by such a punish- 
ment from heavfen. Her mother, who 
always said and did every thing as her 
father chose, grieved for an hour or 
two, and then thought of it no mora 
Her death had been kept secret in the 
family, and not even Glacier had been 
made acquainted with it. 
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"She said, since she had been in 
custody, theenormity of her crime, and 
the danger her father was in, had rou- 
sed her to a sense of her guilt ; and 
as she could not bejlr the thoughts of 
appearing before a public tribunal, she 
had, while writing that, placed some 
more of the poison on the paper before 
her ; and, while she wrote, she was 
beginning to be sensible of its effects. 
She earnestly implored mine and her 
father's forgiveness, for the misery she 
had occasioned us ; and, as she had no 
fear of a future State, never having be- 
lieved in any, she should die without 
any violent apprehensions of where she 
was to go, or be hereafter. She desired 
ye would give ourselves no kind of 
concern about her* as it was wholly in- 
different ;to ther what became of her 
scul. 



This confession Was fbund abou t thrce 

hours 
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iiours previous to her death, during thc 
time she was writing the last three or 
four lines. It appeared, from the form 
of the letters that she must have been 
very much convulsed, as many of the 
words were unconnected. . . She had, it 
seemed, desired to hatf<rpen änd ink 
brought and to be left alone for a few 
hours. Her request was complied with ; 
but, being a considerable time longer 
alone than she at first desired to be, 
theman that attended on her went to the 
* cell, and found her extended on the 
floor, in the agonies of death. On the ta-t 
ble lay checonfession and a small phial of 
pale brown powder. It appeared as though 
she had fallen from her seat, as the pen 
was still between her fingen. She was 
taken up and assistance got; but no- 
thing could save her. A few niinutes 
before she expired, ber je^j^b^M^uriied, 
and with great earnestness, she heärd 
that those near her would.pray for her* 



I 
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They did ; but, in the midst of *he 
prayers, she started up and exclaimed, 
*' I know it, I know it, you need not 
«hew it nie. There is, there is a Hell, 
oh ! save me, save me ; pray for me ; 
keep me, in mercy keep me from it. But 
öh ! it opens to receive nie ; it spreads 
its gaping jaws ; ah ! they are advancing ; 
must I enter? must I be pluuged head-, 
long ? oh ! save me, save me ! A ateng con- 
vulsionseizedher, and amidst the most 
«dreadful agonies, she breathed her last. 

The doctor took the phial, examined 
it and declared the powder contain in 
it had oceasioned her death, as it was 
an Italian poison of the most subtile na* 
ture. Her father was soon informed of 
the catastrophe, and that, a« he was 
declared innocent by his daughter's 
confession, he wouhl soon be at liberty 
to leave the prison ; but the shock he 
had before recived, added to this hor- 

rible 
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rible event, had such an effect upon 
him that helived but three hoursafter 
his unhappy child". 



My father, who was at Versailles atthe 
tiine, was sent for at Paris immediately. 
He found, on his arrival, that I had 
been informed of all. He endeavoured to 
speak comfort to me. I listened to 
him ; but his reasoning had no effect. 
I was lost to every thing for many 
months. At length, my reason return- 
ed, when my heart was tor nwh an- 
guish to see the emaciated form of my 
möre than father, who had watched over 
me with the most unremitting attention. 
I gazed at him with the most poignant 
sörrow, and blamed mysclf severely for 
not attending to his advice. I roused 
•all the dormant faculties of my soul, 
änd became determined to abide by 
every thing that he shouid say. When 
he found my reason returned, hevc- 

Vol. III. Tsl \o\<^, 
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joiced over me with all the tenderness 
of the best of parents. He sought to 
amuse me by every means in bis pow- 
er, and succeeded so well, that, in a 
jshort time, I was perfectly restored/ 

"I then, in my tum, endeavoured to 
amuse him and repay, by my attentions, 
the many blessings I derived from him. 
He never mentioned a word that might 
recai my former sorrows^ and time ena- 
bled me to forget them. We lived at 
Versailles, in the most retired manner, 
for nine years, when my best beloved 
and eveiiamented benefactor died. 
He left me his sole heir, but unable to 
remain in a place that continually re- 
minded me of theloss of all that I held 
dear in life, I hastened to quit it. I 
went to Floren ce and became a meia- 
ber of the mendicant society of St> 
Jerome. I had not been long there be- 
fore I was solicited to become a bvother 
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of the friends at Bononi, where I have 
ccmtinued ever since. My fortane I 
have dedicated to the relief of the mi- 
serable, and the littlef Services I rendec 
to all that call upon me for assistaace 
makes my life glide away, if not in 
happiness, yet in peaceand tranquillity ; 
and the comfort I feel, in going once 
a.year to Visit the spot that contains 
the remains of my dear Victoria, makes 
life pass on imperceptibly» When I 
have shed a tear over her tomb, I has- 
ten to that of my father, and this 
yearly tribute paid, I return agairi to 
tny cell, and spend each revolving year 
in the same round of employments, as 
marked the preceeding one ; and, if I 
can save one person from distress, I 
think myself happy. 

"Thus, my dear friends, have I re* 
läted the few events of my unhappy life: 
1 should have esteemed it fortunate. to 

- * -i M a >kss^ 
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have seen the lady you mention. She 
was the relation in whose arms my 
ßear Victoria breathed out her angelic 
soul ; but, as that happiness was deni- 
ed me, I submit obedient to my God, 
and the will of the Most High be done. 
In the regions of everlasthig bliss, I 
shali behold her, and then pour out my 
soul in gratitude before her, for closing 
the eyesof mysufFeringangel, forwhich 
good action her spirit now rejoices in 
the beatitude of heaven." 

At saying this, the countenance of 
tjie good man beamed with celestial 
transport, and seemed as anticipating 
tbe joys of heaven. The whole of the 
Company, whose eyes were suffused 
with tears, thanked him for the recitai 
he had given, and the prince instantly 
thought of something to divert his 
&)md* He began to relate many little 
iaeidents, relative to hi* advcutures at 
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Paris and Vienna, and said he regarded 
itas fortunate that hehad not, atwelve 
month before, visited England. Hqfi 
he done so, he was certain he shoukl 
not have enjoyed that peace he then 
did, as, by what he had heard of that* 
famaus city, it was not dcficient in any 
kind of debauchery that was practised 
in any of the capitals upon the conti- 
nent. He was happy when he reflect- 
ed that he should now have the Com- 
pany of so good a man as father Theo- 
dore, who would not fail to warn him 
of errors which he would unavoidably 
fall into. Fitzallan remarked, that, in 
the Company of father Gregory and 
father Theodore, a man might pass 
.. through life, without the least reproach. 

Two days after this, they left Treves, 

and, atthe request of father Theodore, 

made a short stay at Namur, butnone 

at either Brüssels, Ghent, or Bmges. 

H M3 ^- 
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At Ostend they embarked for Dover, 
where, as soon as they landed, Michael, 
vho had stood upon deck, waiting with 
anxious eye their near approach to 
•where he called England's blessed 
ßhores, dropt upon his knees, and ex- 
claimed : " Now the holy saints and 
martyrs be praised, we have got rid of 
tbe devils that have so longjjJürsued us, 
and now, please your honors, I care not 
a potatoe fbr any of them." 

The odd manner and expressions of 

the poov fellow, raised a loud laugh 

against him by the sailors; but he 

valued it not; he was oiice more in 

England and he was happy. Fitzallan 

was /as pleased as his servant, and, in a 

transport of pleasure, embraced his 

Genevieve and welcomed her to a 

country, that was to bless him with her 

band, 

They 
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They rested one night at Dover, and 
the ijext morning sef offfor London, 
. where, as soon as they arrived, they 
sent Micliael to Mrs. Owen's, whom 
he found better tlian was expected. 
Herjoy was unbounded, wlien she heard 
her brother was returncd in safety. 
Michael beged to see the dear honies 
jpfchildfea; they came to him ; he 
took them altern ately in liis arms, 
blessed, prayed, and stammered over 
them. His joy was so great, that he 
could not properly articulate a word. 
" The dear sweet honies, "and " heaven 
preserve them from going again to the 
burning mountain, and the palace of 
hell," was all that could be made out. 
At length he began to recover himself, 
and hasted away to his master, while 
Mrs. Owen was left admiring the honest 
simplicity of the poor fellow, who 
had evinced his love for her family in 
such an evident manner. 

M 4 "W 
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In a short time, Fitzallän was with 
her ; though he had been] led to ex- 
pect bis sister looked difterent from 
what she was when he last saw her, yet 
he clid not think to find her so very 
much altered in person. Still her health 
was better than could be expected, 
She was in such agitation at seeing 
him, that he found it difficuk to com- 
pose her. He asked after her mother ; 
she was confined to her room ; she had 
been very ill, but Mas then getting 
better. He took the little ones upon 
his knee ; they were delighted to see 
their uncle, and he was equally pleased 
with them. They begged of him to go 
and see their grand mamma, who 3 they 
said, was apprised of his Coming, and 
insisted upon getting up to receive 
him. 

They led him to her; this poor 
aölicted lady embraced bim with tears 

of 
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of joy, as she louked upon hiin as the 
only hope she had on earth. Her tears 
relieved, insome measure, her oppressed 
and cave-worn heart; and, when alittle 
recovered, she begged Fitzallan to re- 
late to her what he knew, relative to 
her son and daughter. He told her as 
much of their story as he thought re- 
quisite, but forbore to relate partipulars. 
He was, he thought, justißed in 
withholding every circumstance, that 
would, in any manner, add to hendi*- 
tress. He wished her to regard the losfe 
of her son as a blessing, rather than a 
inisfortune, and that of her daughter 
likewise, as both of them had ever beeu 
a source of the keenest distress. Their 
total disregard of hers and their father's 
commands had ever been the leadingp 
character of their lives. 

He spoke all the consoktion in his 
power, and staid with her a consider- 
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able time, and, before he left her, had 
the satisfaction of seeing her perfectly 
resigned. He exacted from her a prb- 
mise. that she would appear again it* 
her family, and enjoy, in the Company 
of her grand-children, those pleasüres 
which their innocent years could not 
fail to afFord her, and the additional 
society of a few vahied friends, that 
would constantly be about her, now he 
was returned. 

^ He told her and hrs sister of his in- 
tention to settie immediately, and that 
he should introduce the lady he had 
inade choice of, as soon at it might be 
agreeable to them to see her; they ap- 
pointed the next day» He then said, 
he should immediately order his Stew- 
ard to iavestigate Mrs. Owen's property r 
"%Miange the whole, and pay his debts, 
when they would be at liberty to re- 
side in Wales, or in town, as it tf«gfa% 
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best suit them ; and, as soon as that 
was completed, he should enter upon 
his own establishment. Mrs. Owen 
said she would readily give up her 
claims, and thoseof her children, upon 
the estates of her husband, tili all de- 
mands were satisfied. This being 
settled, he left them in much better 
spirits than when he came. 

He that day gave orders for the 
greatest dispatch to be made in hissis- 
ter's atFairs ; in the mean time arranged 
every thing for himself ; but, not be- 
ing determined whether he should stay 
in England or Ireftlnd, he hired only 
a ready furnished house. 3VI. Vauclusü 
did the same ; and, as'föie prince nieäxjjf . 
to remain under a travelling narne, töte 
accepted the offer of Fitzallan to be 
with him. Father Theodore did the 
like, and accompanied the prince, 

M6 lu 
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cannot be happy, unless I follow it ; 
therefore be my friend. My whole 
life shall be dedicated to make her 
blest, and you will bind me to you by 
the mostsacred ties." 

Fitzallan heard him out, without the 
least Interruption ; the surprise of such 
an offer was such, as wholly to put it 
out of bis power to answer; but, at 
length, he recovered himself and was 
not backward in thanking the Prince 
for the honor he did them; but, at 
the same time, begged leave to remark 
a ctrcumstance, that must have great 
weight against such an union, naraely 
the difference ofreligion. His sister 
being a protestant would place an 
effectuai bar against it, as he was cer- 
tain she-would not embi?acethecatholic. 
The Prince said, if no other öbstacle 
should oppose thcir union, that could 
be easily obviated ; he should leave her 
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in the füll exercise of her religious 
tenets ; and, as he was no bigot, he had 
not the smallest doubt of being happy 
on that head. His uncle, he said, was 
a man of the most liberal sentiments, 
ana not inclined to comlemn any one 
for differingfrom him in modes of faith; 
and whatever related to Mrs. Owen 's 
children, it should be left intirely to 
her own discretion. 

Fitzallan said his ofFers were noble ; but 
still there was one thing more he should 
beg leave to observe, which was, in 
what manner his sister might be rece- 
ived by his highness 5 relations, as he 
eould never bring himself to consent to 
her marriage with any man, however 
great, whose family might be inclined 
to regard her as a person unworthy of 
their alliance. " Every apprehension of 
that sort" replied the Prince " I can do 
away. I have no relatiou but the car* 
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dinal, and the character of his em*- 
ncnce is too well known, for me to 
animadvert upon it. He admires beau- 
ty and virtue in the most humble Situ- 
ation ; then how much more must he 
regard it in your sister, whose family 
I esteem not inferior to my own, and 
whose virtues far, very far r surpass those 
of any lady I have had the honor of 
being acquainted with, in Italy o* 
Tuscany. 

Fitzallan seeing he was determined 
to set aside all obstacles, proinised to 
sound his sister upon the subject, and 
to suspend his marriage for a few days, 
tili it should be known what MriOwen's 
sentiments were. The prince hastened, 
as soon as he had left Fitzallan, tafa- 
ther Theodore, to wliom he imparted 
what had passed, and said it was his füll 
intention to wed Mrs. Owen, if he 
could prevail upon her to accept his 
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offers. This Information gave the fa- 
ther the most heart-felt pleasure He 
was as great an admirer of Mrs. Owen 
as the princet Her mild and pensive 
manners had attracted bis wärmest re- 
gard ; he feit for her past misfortunes, 
and was greatly rejoiced to find that 
• the man he so greatly valued, andwhom 
he so much wished to see happily mar- 
ried to a lady deservirig of his virtues, 
hadiriade choice of one in everyrespect 
what he desned for him, and he had 
not the least doubt but the cardinal 
would fully approve it. He applauded 
him much for the offers he had made 
and most fervently prayed they might 
be accepted. 

The approbation of father Theodore 
was what the prince earnestly desired, 
and, meeting it, he was happy. Yet 
he spent manyhours in the most anxi--... 
ous suspense, and, like all lovcrs, feaif- 
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f ül of shadows that might intervene be- 
tween him and happiness. At length, 
Fitzallan returned, pleasure sparkling 
in bis eyes ; >he had seen his sister, and 
suceeeded beyond his wishes. Mrs. 
Owen, whose whole soul towered above . 
the narrow prejudices of her sex, had 
candidiy confessed her approbation of 
the prince. She acknowledged with- 
out reserve, that she had regarded him, 
from the first momcnt of being intro- 
duGed, as the only objcct she had ever 
seen, that she could entertain a tender 
esteem for ; but, as his rank in life was 
so much superior to hers, and a native/ 
of another country, she had stro.ve to 
conqucr her rising admiration. Th? 
prince was nearly niad with joy ; hc 
embraced Fitzallan, called hijn his sa- 
viour, his dearest friend> his möre than 
brother. Fitzallan seeing him so wild 
with the intelligence, began to Warne 
himself for having communicated it so 
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abruptly ; but fathcr Theodore enter- 
ing the room, it gave a turn to bis rap- 
tures. Füll of his happiness, heinform- 
ed bim of it, and earnestly besought 
him to partake in it. 

" That I do," said jbe, "most truly, 
and shall fervently pray for blessings 
on your union ; for, a better choice 
you could have no where nxade, and 
may tfre Almighty God, who deligbts 
in theunion of souls, make you as bless- 
ed as your virtues deserve !" 

The prince was that day presented 
to Mrs Owen, and hedesired that their 
friends the Vaucluses and father Gre- 
gory might be made acquainied with 
it. He begged Fitzallan would make 
his apologies to them, for urging a re- 
quest to have the marriages delayed 
for a short time. t jThe next day, father 
Gregory, who ptfrfook with sincerity 
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the happiness of his friends, waited on 
Mrs. Owen, to inform her of the ladies' 
acquiescence with the desire of Fitz- 
allan. He congratulated her on the 
prospcct of future bliss, and assured her 
the whole family rejoiced with the ut- 
most sincerity. r The young men, he 
Ä said, would think nothing of their joy 
being delayed, if it would in any shape, 
contrlbute to her feiicity ; it would, 
therefore, depend upon her to say when 
his son and Fitzallan shotrid becorae 
toidegrooms, as it was the wish of tfce 
prince to be united at the satne time. 
She very frankly thanked the good 
man, for the kind interest he took m 
her concerns, and said nothing shoultd 
be wanting, on her part, to contribute 
to the general feiicity ; but she had a 
wish to see her youngest brother in 
England first; and, as her mother was 
not quite recovered, she should per- 
haps have a desire to continue siögle 

Ipnger 
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longer than they might be willing to 
wait She, therefore, begged that the 
weddings might not be postponed on 
heraccount; but the father said he 
was certain they would, as their happi- 
ness would be incomplete without her 
partaking in it. 

She was about to reply, when a ser- 
vant entered with a letter ; it was 
from her brother Harry, to inform her 
of their arrival iu England, and that, 
instead of going into the country, hiß 
guardian proposed spending some 
months in town, the house in the coun- 
try being under repairs, which hacl 
been ordered to be done during their 
absence, and their unexpected return 
being so precipitate, ,it could not be in 
a Situation to receive them. Miss Fran- 
ces, he said, was as road and as. magr 
gotty as ever, but he had turned, hq 
aaid, topsy turvy all her fine stfiemes 
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ofcollecting medals and enjoycd the 
fun most prodigiously. He had told 
her, and niade her believe, a thousaud 
fautastic stories, to get her to return 
to England, and had, at last, prevailed 
upon her to come back, with a family 
theyhad beenfortunate enough to form 
an ancquaintance with at Floren ce, and 
whom he should take an opportunity 
to present in the course of a few days* 

Father Gregory was highly pleased 
with the circumstance, and thought, 
as one of the objectionswas done away, 
the other would soon follow. Fitzall- 
an and the?prince.'entered, as she fini&h? 
ed the letter. The Contents gave them 
the greatest pleasure. The prince, who 
was all lue and gaity, humorously re- 
lated to Mrs. Owenhisadventures, and 
the delectable manner in which he got 
rid of his amour, for which he was un- 

der 
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der obligations to Harry. She was 
rauch entertained with his account. 

She had, she said, when a child, al- 
ways been led to fear Miss Frances; 
thercfore, never had any predilection 
forher; and, as there' was not much 
intimacy between Afrs. Akerworth's 
family and the eider Mrs. Owen 's, she 
hadnotseen much of her; but, from 
what she had heard from several peo- 
ple she was led to believe her the same 
tyrant as ever This arose, she was 
informed, from a disappointment ia 
love, at a very early period of life, 
having been deserted by a gentleman, 
to whom she was engaged on the very 
day appointed for her marriage ; and* 
as no other offer was made her for ma<- 
©y years, notwithstanding her large 
fortune, she had affected to despise the 
gentlem^n, and attafched herseif to pur- 
auits directly ojiposite to those which 
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gencrally engaged the attention of the 
ladies. She had always resided with 
Mrs. Akerworth, who was her aunt, 
and she being of a very indolent turn, 
Miss Frances had obtained the sole 
management of the honse of her aunt 
and guardian. For some ) ears past she 
had absolutely guided and ditected 
them in every thing, arid they had 
brought themselves to acquiesce in her 
every whim and fancy. . For the last 
three years, she had been engaged in 
collecting natural curiosities ; but ha- 
ving been persuaded that the study of 
medals was a far more elevated pursuit 
she had relinquished b.utterflies and 
stuffed birds, for every rusty com. she 
could pick up, aud actiially got toge- 
ther, in a short time, enough to load a 
horse, all which she reahy belreve? to 
be antique, though there could not pos- 
sibly be so many in all Europe. Yet, 
possessed with this idea, she Jiad perr 

suaded 
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suaded herseif that she only wanted a 
«certain quantity, that could be obtain- 
ed upon the continent, to make her's 
one oftthefirst collections in the world, 
«nd to accoifiplish this arduous under- 
taking, she had prevailed upon her 
aunt to accompany Henry upon his 
travels, and the result of her expedi- ._ 
tion they knew. 

Father Gregory said, he had observed 
that ladies, who had not been fortu- 
nate enough to marry, had always at- 
tached themselves to one particular 
hobbyhorsical pursuit. " In general," 
said he, " Cards and scandal en gross 
all their thoughts ; but this lady's has 
the credit öf being noiwelle. Henry, 
he said, sppeared to be a great torment 
•to her. He always was, said ,Mrs. 
Owen, and it was surprising with what 
dcgree of patience she would hear witli 
Ins misohievous pranks. They should 

Voj~ III. ^5 «^X- 
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expect to see her soon, and hear all her 
complaints againsthim, which shedurst 
say would not be a few. Her mother, 
said she, could never bear her ; but she 
would not now despair of reconciling 
all parties. 

• r iife . * Fitzallan and father Gregory went to 
l? . ' pay their respects to Mrs. Owen senior* 
whom they informed of what had pass- 
ed respecting theprince and her daugh- 
ter-in-law. The old lady could scarce* 
ly believe it real ; but, when persuaded 
of it, she burst into tears of joy, and 
said if any thing could make her for* 
, get her griefs, it was the pleasure they 
had imparted ; but she hoped they 
would not take her dear little grand- 
children firom her. Fitzallan assured 
her they would not. They were in the 
room when their uncle and the father 
entered ; they paid particular attention 
to the discourse, and, when their uncle 

%a?Ud 
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asked them whether they should like 
fhe priuce for a papa? They said, yes 
indeed, they should ; for, he would be 
good and kind to their mamma and 
grand-mamriia. 

Mrs. Owen asked whether the prince '^j 
ineant to stay in England after hi*v^j 
raarriage. Father Gregory answered^^Wj 
he did not know fof any certainty. 
44 Well," said »he, " teil them both, 
that if any thing could restore my peace, 
it would be to see them united." This 
pleased both the gentlemen and they 
soon after took their leave, and hasten- 
ed to Mrs. Owen and the prince, to 
whom they related the discourpe with 
her mother. The good father, jwho 
knew the wishes of his son and FitzaJ- 
lan, said, " Now madam* both your ob- 
Stades of this morning are reraovecf, 
And I must beg that you wiÜ pcrmit 
.me tp plead the. cause oflove, an*} I 

. . - ■ -Na ^^ 
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will wait upon you to morrow moming, 
tomake aproposal." "Ishall be at 
home," said she smiling, " to receive 
you." 

The gentlemen soon after departed, 
' r -: to visit Harry and Miss Frances. She 
fr 3hft^/gcved them with a great deal of State, 
igP yet seemed flattered at their early atten- 
tion. To the prince she was reserved, 
but said she fancied the air of England 
agreed with his highness vastly, as he 
looked much better, she thought, than 
when he left Turin. " Love, madam," 
said Fitzallan, " can do wonders. The 
prince isshortly to become a benedict," 
f ' Abenedict P'exclaimedJ^üss Frances, 
"and in England tcxrpjJSray, who iß 
the mighty fair one that has wrought 
such miracles in so short a time ?" i c One 
that you well know, or, at least, did a 
few years ago ; but who it is must at 
present be a secret, " said Fitzallan ; i f but 
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we shall reque^t your Company as bride's 
maid. You were So polite at Tuvin, 
that I am led to hope you will not deny 
us the favor here." " A pretty fancy 
truly," said she, Ci to ask me to a cere- 
iwony, that may, like the other, involve 
me in a thousand disasters." 

The prince was about to apologizt&& v: ^ 
but she stopt him short, saying his X* 4 
apologies would have no weight with 
her. She had been taugbt better than 
to listen to the language of a persoa . 
who had treated her so rudeJy. His 
highness bowed, but did not attempt 
to speak. Mr. and Mrs. Akerworth 
were now enquired after. Might they 
be permitted to pay their respects to 
theni ? No, she said ; thd^ were, as 
usual, much fatigued, and shöuld see 
no one for two or three days. They 
observing Miss France« was disposed to 
fee gross, took their leave, desiring 

N 3 Hskwj <j 



270 THE HAUNTED PALACE, OR 

Harry would come to Fitzallan 's. " Ay> 
ay, " said she, " I will have him sent, and 
I pflSitively hope he will stay among 
you ; for, he is not fit Company for 
any one eise. He has told me a thou- 
sand falsities ; I shall believe in futürc 
nothing that he says* I am certain I 
have lost, through his nonsense, the 
?^pirchase of the second bras* of manlia 
scantilla, another of domitian, aad one 
of piscennius niger, ^md several others» 
that were unique ; some very rare gems 
of the first maaters, and a bust dug up 
at Pompeii, that has been brought to 
England, and ahsolutely adored by 
every one. All those hopes I have 
sustained through his folly ; and now 
to complete my vexation, you come to 
desire ^y Company to a ceremony, 
thatis to involve me in newperplexities. 
Positively, I think all the men and boys ; 
are gone mad, and want me tojoin 
them in their fooleries; but, goyqur 
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irays, I will not be roade a fool of again, 
that you tnay be assured." The gen- 
tlemen bowed and took their leave* 

In a few minutes after their retura 

fcome, Harry entered. * i Welcome to 

England 1" said Jie. "I find you have 

seen the «lear, the delectable Miss 

Frances, whom you have most mon- 

strously offonded, by telling her your 

trighness was going to be married. In 

the name of the kind God, Low could 

you do so r surely it was cruel, when you 

must be convinced the fair nymph had 

a violen tpenchant foryou herseif Ah 

Mon Dku ! what a charming thing it 

is to be handsome ! here have I, poor 

devil, been running from England to 

France, from France to Tuscany, and 

from Tuscany to England^ without 

havingonc dearsweet gentle kind cap- 

tivating old maid falling in love with 

ine; IZounds ! your highness must in* 

N 4 struct 
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struct me in the art of pleasing, or I 
shall hang myself for roere vexation. " 

The prince laughed athislively folly, 
aud asked him how he could expect 
him to be constant to Miss Frances, 
when she had made chorce of another 
possessing more charms and more con- 
stancy. "True," said.Harry; "I had 
forgot that rival of yours; she has 
absolutely out stept me in contrivance, 
by making her beheve that he should 
follow lier to England, and, in theface 
of the fchurch, bid you defiance." 
c i Surely, " said Fitzallan, ' ' she could not 
bc such a fool." " Upon my honor," 
said he, " it is a fact, and by thispre- 
cious maneuvre, I got her to return to 
England, saying, that averyillustrious 
nobleman had sent over a vast coliec- 
tion of every thing she wanted, to be 
isposed of there, he having, as they 
say, out run the constable, and wisefy 

thought 
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thought he could seil his rarieties to far 
greater advantage, in a country wbere 
true judges were scarce, than in that 
where they rise in plenty. Füll of thisj 
and a desire to be revenged, in the 
face of the world, of her inconstant 
swain, I accomplished mydesign; the 
old foiks acquisced without asking any 
question. So here I am much at all 
your Services. " 

The Macdonalds were asked aften 
They were well, he said, and had beert 
much diverted with Miss Frances's 
oddities. Fitzallan then infomed him 
of the arrangements they were making, 
and of the happy fate which awaited 
hissister, and the hope he had thätthe 
three ^veddings ^vvould be together. 
Harry looked grave for some minutes, 
then started up and exclaimed; "Now, 
lipon my conscience, this is too much. 
Youought, upon mysoul, to let meinte 
N 5 the 
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the secret, that I may not be left,,like 
a hanged dog, in the lurcb. How un- 
mercifut this is ! Three weddings before 
and then I was left out; and now, 
here are three Aore, and I cännot niake 
a fourth. The devil take rac y if I don't 
try for it. I-ll go home and kick up 
such a row with that fair spinster, as 
«hall make the old Jockey consent to 
my being put in the way of getting an 
heir to the family, and shoving out the 
Jap dogs. TU set about it straight Hl 
not be left Single, while all the rest are 
double, and so gorfd morning to you," 
and away he raft, leaving them in 
amazement, not doubting but he would 
inventsomething or otheFto accornplish 
his design. 

Fitzallan said it was his wish to have 
all partiesdine with him, the second day 
from that. In the mean time, he 
would desire the good offices of father 

Gregory 
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Gregory and father Theodore, to per- 
suade his sister to appoint an early day 
for the marriage, as it would depeiuUtp- 
on her entirely. The fathei s promised 
not to be remiss. Tickets of invitatio» 
for their friends were ordered by Fitz- 
allan to be sent immediately ; and, aa 
they were to be confined to their own 
society, he did not doubt of thf invi- 
tations being aeeepted, tfrough on sa 
short a notice. The prince and he then 
wenttpgivedirections, relative to mar- 
riage writings, jointures, and so forth, 
which were to be expedited as fast as 
possible. Fitzallan proposed the wed- 
dings should be private, as he thought 
the ladies would like it best, 

The next morning, the Steward caine 

with the final arrangements of Oweö^, 

affairs, which he niade his sister acquaia- 

tedwitb, and she found, by the sale of 

N 6 on* 
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one estate, and putting the others to 
trust for fiveyears, the whole would be 
cleared of every incumbrance, and a 
very handsome fortune would then come 
to her children, and Mrs. Owen senior, 
by tliis arrangement, would be made 
happy. He took an opportunity of 
pleading for the prince, and told her k 
was his highness* Intention, if she 
approved of k, to live half the year in 
England, and the other half at Bononh 
She bid her brother assure him, that, 
whatever he should propose, she was 
ready to acquiesce in, having too good 
an opinion of his honor to suppose he 
would require any thing that she ought 
not to assent to* Her brother told her 
he should see every thing settled with 
the prince, relative to her future esta- 
r'fclishment with him, in such a manner 
as she should have no occasion to com- 
piain of, as it was the inten tion of his 
highness not only to settle the whole = 

of.. 
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©f her own fortune lipon her and the 
ehildren, btit to add a considcrable 
yearly sum to it. She was very much 
afFected at this mark of bis generosity 
andnobleness of soul, and desired her. 
brother to make her acknowledgements 
for it, promisiag to be of the party the . 
next day. 

Before he went, the ladies Vaucluse 
were announced. They had come to 
pay a morning visit to Mrs. Owen, 
and to have some chat about dresses* 
&c. Madame Vaucluse had determin- 
ep to be the prince's advocate, and£v 
accordingly, byindirectmeans, led thfr 
eonversation to that point, and so wise- 
]y condueted her discourse, that she, 
at last, prevailed lipon Mrs. Owen to 
consent to name that day three weeks, 
for the happy one ; but she desired it 
might be wholly private. This was 
approved of by all parties, and Fitaallan 

set 
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set ofF with tlie news to the prince* 
This arrangement tnade a reasonable 
being of him, or radier, an unreason- 
able one ; for, he becarae as lively and 
joyous as the anischievous Henry. 

The next day, about an hour before 
dinuer, when Fitzallan and the prince 
were dressin g, Harry entered, in a vio- 
lent hurry, his brother's dressing room, 
and exclaimed : "As I hope to be 
saved, Ncd, she is Coming, and, if you 
don't shelter me, I shall have my ears 
pulled, that's "certain/* A violent rap- 
ping was heard at the door, and, in a 
tninute, entered Miss Frances, with all 
the appearance of rage and resentment. 
Michael dropped thecurling tongs, and 
stuck the comb into his master's head, 
with such force, as to ujake him juiup 
tip with pain. 

"What the devil are you about, 

Michael?" 
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Michael?" he cried. " Don't ask," 
said Miss Frances, who that moment 
entered, " wliat that great Irish hotten- 
tot is about, but ask what your good- 
for-nothing brother is doing. A little 
insolent, worthless, insignificantpuppy ! 
1 ' Arrah \ by Jasus !" said Michael, 
" and upon roy soul, but you are a lit- 
tle too flippant of your tongue., for all 
you are a lady, and so you are 9 r and; 
• was I his honor, I would turn, you 
topsyturvydown stairs, and solwou'd." 
" You turn nie down stairs ? you Irish 
bog-trotter f" sard the lady. "How 
can you, Mr. Fitzallan, keep such a 
vulgär beast about you ? Every gentle* 
man lyts a prqper degree of pride be- 
* lönging to htm, and, instead of having 
Auch a scoundrel as this, keeps a well 

^ ÜAaved foreigner. 5r 

<■*?•■■ 
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Ü . Michael was going to reply, when 

Jitzallan who had been so. much sur- 

^jrised 
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prised as to prevent his speaking, now 
advanced, and desired her io be seated, 
and teil him what she had to complain 
of. " I'll not set down, no notl. I 
came to demand of that young mon- 
key, how he could dare to enter my 
presence, after he had. imposed upon 
me in so gross a mannen." "What is 
the meaning of all this ■?" said Fitzallan^ 
turning to Harry. ^Inwliät have you 
t)ffended this lady?" "In nothing at 
all, as I hope to be saved ; not inteiv- 
tionally I declare upon my honor." 
" Tis false," said she, " very false ; he 
has imposed upon me,audthis boar ofa 
fellow ofyour's aided andabetted him." 
■" Now, by holy St. Patrick P'said Mi^ 
chael, "that is a botincen I never 
aided arid abetfed his honor in ' any 
thing, but fetching home them great 
stone faces that I carried to this lady, 
an please your honor." 

* "Sileace,. 
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" Silcnce, booby," cricd the enraged 
Miss Frances, "and let me be hcard. 
" Yesterday, he came to me, in the 
most violent hurry imaginable, and 
said he had seen twobusts, of the most 
exquisite workmanship, which hadbeen 
dug iip at Herculanum. Thcy were 
the property of a private gentleman, 
whom he had the good fortune to be 
sntimate with, when at Paris ; and, as. 
the gentleman was wholly indifferent 
about such things, if I would accept 
of them from him, he would undertake 
to purchase them ; for, he was certain 
they wcre Originals. I was quite pleas- 
ed at the opportunity of possessing 
such rare modeis of an tiquity, and told 
him he would oblige me rauch, ifbä 
would procure them. He set off im- 
mediately to do lt, and returned in 
about two hours, saying, he had liick- 
ily succeeded, and I should have them 
seat hörnern the cvening. He^efused 



^ 
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to let me pay for them ; but, lf I would 
do him a good office, he should think 
himself amply repatd, and would make 
it bis study to collect whatever his 
friend and himself- could hear of, that 
was antique. I asked him what it was 
he wished me to do for him. He said 
it was that I would use my interest with 
his guaidian, to consent to his being 
united to Miss Macdonald, at the same 
time that you were to Miss Vaucluse* 
Though the request appeared preposte- 
rous, yet I consented to it, and actual- 
ly did succeed with Mr. Akerworth and 
myaunt; and, in consequence ofthat, 
they sent to the Macdonalds, to see 
them this morning, previous to our 
Coming here. 

" They came, abouttwohours since^. 
and, would you believe it, while Mr. 
Macdonald was engaged with. the old 
people, to the door comes a vulgär fei- 

Iomc 
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low of a broker, desii»iug to speak with 
the gentleman who bought two heads 
^yesterday. I was passing from the 
parlor to the stairs at the time. Think- 
ing it was the person to whom the busts 
belonged, I ordered the servant to de- 
sire him to walk in, and I would speak 
to him. He did, and, to my utter 
amazement, told me he was the man 
that sold Harry the busts, and that he 
kept a broker's shop in Brewers Street, 
and was come to inform him that he 
could procure a Venus and a Minerva 
fbr him of the same maker's. 

"Iheard the man out; but, thinking 
-he was mad, or had mistaken the house, 
I was going up stairs, without saying 
any thing more, when in bounced that 
miscreant ; but, seeing the $j*pker, he 
was Struck all of a-heap, *Wfeat da 
youwant ?' said he turning to the man. 
S ? € 1 was come* sir, said he, to inform 
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your honor that I can procure you ä 
Venus and a Minerva, and something 
eise of the same maker 's as the head's- 
you brought yesterday ! ' What heads 
do yournean?' said he to the man, 
winking to him at the same time. 'Ah! 
1*11 teil you,' said I, * what heads he 
' means ; pray, Iook here, friend ; are 
those the same ? pointing to the busts 
that stood on the side-board iu the par- 
lor. 'Yes, madam,' answered he, 'hrs 
honor gave me three guineas for thenr, 
and, indeed, they are very cheap ; for, 
I have been told they are copies of 
Roubillac.' The moment the man 
said this, that graceless rascal burst 
out a laughing, and ran precipitately 
out of the house. Seeing I had been 
so grosslyimposedon, I hastened after 
him, and I am come here to insistupon 
it that you call this insolent imposing 
impertinent to an account, for thus 
daring to insult me, and that good- 

for- 
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for-nothing booby of your's was the 
monkey that brought them hörne from 
the broker's. Now, sif, have I not 
cause to be offended ?" 

" Indeed, madam», you have," said 
Fitzallan, who could hardly suppress a 
laugh, to see the whimsical appearance 
of his brother, and the furious ldöks of 
Miss Frances, who seemed very much 
inclined to advance to Harry, and lug 
his ears for him; but Fitzallan made 
iise of all the rhetoric he was master of 
to reconcile them. Michael, it was 
.evident, did not much relish the lan- 
guage of pacification his master made ., 
use of l he rather wished to have the 
dear laoy turn ed. over to him, a& he 
wanted to resent the word hottenfot* 
.and, all the while Fitzallan was en- 
deavouring to make peace, he was * 
grümbling, and every now and then 
"whispering Harry to let him speak, . 
and he'd *oon send her off. At last, 
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his master happened to hit lipon some- 
thing, that admitted of a possibility 
that the busts might be subjects of ad- 
miration, as many a valuable curiosity . 
had been picked up at a broker's, and 
he would undertake tö have their valiie 
ascertained by fatfiers Theodore and 
Gregory, who were well acquainted 
with the arts, and the prrace, whose 
reßned taste every one allowed, woukl 
not fai! to decide jtistly upon it. He, 
therefore, begged she would not think 
of returning, but permit him to send 
for the bust9 there, and let the gentle- 
men estimate tJieir merits ; and, ifthey . 
Were fon»Ä worthy of her notice, he 
hoped she woukl pardon his brother, 
who, he wa& sure> did not mean to 
affront her. 

This reasonihg had the desired effect; 
fc-servant was sent to fetch the subjecft 
of dispute, and she conseated to stay 
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dinner, as she said she was wholly care- 
less about her dress, since the young 
jackanapes had so discomposed her* 
She lcft Fitzallan to finish dres&kig, 
while she amused herseif in the library. 
When she was gone, he asked Harry 
bow he could thinfc of such a scheme. 
"Why, now," said he, "woujt not 
you have doue the same, if such an 
idea had entered your head, if by .that 
and no other means, you could obtain 
the hand of your adored Genevieve ? ' 
" 1 dpn't kuow," returned Edward, 
"but Imight." 

"Well then, don't blame mc; for, 
who the devil should have thought of 
the blundering fellow's Coming to me, 
änd that she should be so devihshfy 
in the way, at the time, to see him ? 
I hugged myself in security, and* for 
that reason, got Michael to bring them 
home, not chusing totrast oneofyour 
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own fcllows, lest it should come out, 
and Jiow the booby found out where I 
lived, I don't know." 

"Ah, an, pleaseyour honor," said 
Michael, " that was my fault; I found 
them so confoundjjd heavy, that the 
manflffered to helpmehome with them, 
and so he did, and I persuaded him to 
let your honor know when he had any 
more ; for, I thought it would do well 
to divertthe old lady ; for, your honor 
knows she don't like me, and, by the 
holy St. Patrick, there is nolovelost." 

Wlien the busts were brought^ they 
were taken into the library; the gen- 
tlemen were desired to announce their 
^inion, and theygave it unanimously, 
that they were worthy of her notice. 
This put her quite in spirits, and, when 
the Company assem Med, shejoinedthe 
. ladies witk a ereat degree of conse- 

x^uence, 
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quence, assuring them she was pleased 
to hear of their approaching happiness ; 
but her own, she said, was unavoidably 
postponed for some little time, or eise 
she certainly would have made one of 
the happy pairs, at the satne time. 

The evening wd#spent in festivity 
that pleased every one ; each thdught 
his own choice the best. The next 
day Mr. Macdonald informed Fitzallan 
that he had given his consent to his 
daughter's marriage with his brother 
Henry, and as soon as the marriage 
writings were ready, he should have no 
objection to see them imited, at the 
same time that he received the hand 
of Miss Vaucluse. The only reason he 
had to Urge against it, was his not ",- 
being of age ; but, as the intervening 
period was so short, he had been brought 
towavethat objection, and trusted tlfey 
would be happy ; though Harry was 
Vol. III. O rather. 
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rather a little in the rhodomantadc^ 
he flattered himself that would soon 
subside. 

Soon aftcr he was gone, Harry en- 
tcred, füll of his good fortune, and 
positively declared he should love busts 
as long as he lU£ä ; and, if his first 
child was a boy, he would have him 
educated to be the first statuary in the 
world, if instructions could make him 
one. "Why, my busts bought at a 
broker's," said he, " have done me a& 
much good as ever pigmalion's did him. 
Ah Mon Dieu ! whenever I see the 
dear delectable marble, I shall not fail 
to exclaira with the enamoured artist : 

" Yes, dear cnchanting glory of my art, 
Life of my lifc, and partner of my heart, 
A: Whose merit could the wond'ring gods incline, 
To let thee live and let me call her mine ; 
To thce alone I here my soul bcstow, 
And all my future life from thee shall flow. 

"See, 
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" See, Ned, what wonders marble 
can do, wlien placed in proper hands. 
Ah ! my dear Mary, thou too raust be 
gratefui) whenever they fine eyes shall 
glance across them." 

He was running on in this mannen 
when the fathers Theodore and Grego- 
ry entered, and a serious conversation 
took place between them, on the duties 
they were about to enter upon. Father 
Gregory earnestly besought them to 
let Owen 's examplebeever before them,. 
as no other State was so miserable as 
the married one, entered into without 
proper consideration, and reeiprocai 
love. 

Henjjp, who did not want virtue or 
good sense, was pleased with what the 
good man had said, and promised to be 
every thing his friends coüld desire ; 
and, as every couple would be united 

agreeably 
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agreeably to their wishes, and none werc 
influenced by rank or fortune, they 
concluded none ever bid fairer for 
felicity. 

Father Gregory said, he had seen 
Mrs. Owen tlre eider, who was so pleas- 
ed with the prince, that she declared 
she should spend the wholeof hertime 
with them ; and, as her daughter was 
in America,, with her husband, and 
she had no other ties but Mrs. Owen 
fiäd her children, she should always 
accompany them to Italy, as long as 
her age and infirmities would ad mit. 

At the expiration of thethree weeks 
the four couple went, nothing loth, to 
the altar of Hymen. Miss Fra^ces was 
vainiy led to expect in a few months 
the arrival of her dear swain, when she 
said she also should join the happy 
jpairs. 

The 
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Tlie weddings were conducted with 
the greätest privacy ; but few, very 
few, bid so fair for iasting happiness. 
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